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At least 30 killed in attacks
on Baghdad police, mosque

Ongoing violence raises concern of safety during elections eees

‘CARMEN L. BURGESS/Courtesy to Stars and Stripes.
Sgt. Andrew Butterworth, a National Guardsman with Company C, 1st Battalion, 120th Infantry Regiment in North Carolina, looks at the memorial set up in the Pentagon for the
military and civilian casualties of the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks. Butterworth was part of a VIP tour Friday for 35 wounded veterans being treated at Walter Reed Army Medical
Center and their families. The Pentagon invited all 22,000 of its employees to welcome them. See more photos on Page 4.
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BTK killings: A man whose arrest
sparked speculation of a link to the de-
cades-old Kansas BTK serial killings
case was released on bond after a court
appearance on two unrelated misde-
meanor counts.
The man was arrested at hls home
night on minor
housing code violations, and state police
said his DNA was being tested to see if there
was any link to the man sought for eight un-
solved homicides between 1974 and 1986.
He appeared before Wichita Municipal
Judge Jennifer Jones, who reduced his
bond Thursday from $17,500 to $6,125 and
ordered him to return to court next month.
He then was released from jail.
“We have not, I repeat, have not, made an
arrest in connection to BTK,” the Witchita
police chief said at a news conference.

Peterson trial: Scott Peterson’s sis-
ter-in-law tearfully described the former fer-
tilizer salesman as thoughtful and sincere to
the 12 people who must decide his punish-
ment for killing his pregnant wife, Laci.

Janey Peterson took the stand Thursday,
the third day in the penalty phase of her
brother-in-law’s murder trial. She joined
other family members and friends in trying
to convince jurors that Peterson should not
receive the death penalty for the 2002 mur-
ders of Laci and the 8-month-old fetus she
was carrying. The other possible sentence
for Peterson is life in prison without the pos-
sibility of parole.

Defense attorneys are trying to persuade
Jjurors to spare Peterson’s life with testimo-
ny about his childhood years and how a
death sentence would affect his family mem-
bers’ lives.

Smuggling trial: One of three defendants
on trial for his role in the deaths of 19 illegal
immigrants was eager to join the smuggling
ring linked to the fatalities, according to one
of the members of the group.

Victor Jesus Rodriguez, Claudia Carriza-
les de Villa and Fredy Giovanni Gar-
cia-Tobar are on trial for their roles in an op-
eration that tried to transport more than 70
immigrants from south Texas to Houston in
May 2003.

The trailer was abandoned at a truck stop
near Victoria, about 100 miles southwest of
Houston. Authorities found 17 immigrants
dead inside the trailer. Two died later.

Defense attorneys for the three have said
their clients had minimal involvement.

Wash. governor’s race: Waahmgtona
ube

mg her GOP rival by just 42 votes — “on
Thursday urged her party to order a state-
wide hand recount of all 2.8 million votes for
governor, regardless of the cost.

“My request of the state Democratic Party
is simple: Count the entire state or don’t
count at all,” Christine Gregoire said in a
statement released by her campaign office.

The recount costs at least 25 cents a bal-
lot. The party said the cost of a full recount
would exceed $1 million. By late Thursday,
the Democrats had about $650,000 of the ap-
proximately $750,000 deposit that would be
required for a full recount by the 5 p.m. Fri-
day state deadline, said Kirstin Brost, the
state party spokeswoman.

Powerball winner arrest: Officials
planned to seek the man who won almost
$315 million at Powerball on a bail violation
charge after he was arrested on a DUI count
in another county.

Kanawha County Magistrate Tim Hallo-
ran ordered Jack Whittaker’s arrest on
Thursday, two days after Whittaker was
charged with driving under the influence
near Beckley, in southern West Virginia’s
Raleigh County.

Resignations: U.S. Attorney Strom Thur-
mond Jr., South Carolina’s top federal prose-
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cutor for the past three years, says he will re-

Thurmond, the son of the late Sen. Strom
Thurmond who died in 2003, told The (Co-
lumbia) State for Thursday’s editions that
he wants to return to private practice in
Aiken, where he was born.

“It has been the highest of honors and the
opportunity of a lifetime to have served in
your administration,” he wrote in his resig-
nation letter to John Asheroft last month.
His last day will be Jan. 20.

War on terrorism

Pfc. England court-martial: Prosecutors
in the court-martial of Pfc. Lynndie En-
gland may use two statements she gave de-
scribing the posing of naked Iraqi prisoners
as “joking around, having fun,” a military
judge has ruled.

Defense attorneys had sought to keep out
the January statements, saying England
was coerced by military interrogators who
pulled her out of bed in the middle of the
night, kept her in closed rooms for hours
and failed to fully inform her of her right to
have a lawyer present.

The judge, Col. Stephen Henley, did agree
to keep out a third statement that England
made to investigators on May 5, a few weeks
after the photos taken at Baghdad’s Abu Gh-
raib prison were made public and England
had invoked her right to an attorney.

World

Kosovo’s new prime minister: Kosovo
lawmakers on Friday elected as prime min-
ister a former rebel commander who recent-
ly was questioned by U.N. war crimes inves-
tigators.

The 120-seat parliament voted 72 votes to
3 for ethnic Albanian Ramush Haradinaj to
head the new Kosovo government, ignoring
concerns that the move could add to the
province’s tensions.

Members of the second-biggest party, the
Democratic Party of Kosovo, led by another
former rebel leader, abstained.

Western officials were concerned about
the election of 36-year-old Haradinaj to the
post, fearing that he may be indicted for war
crimes by a U.N. tribunal — a development
that could destabilize the tense province.

Russia spy trial: A Russian scientist who
was sentenced last month to 14 years in pris-

Israel unrest:
Former Israeli
Prime
Ehud Barak, Ieh
forceably grabs
the microphone
from Israeli
Labor party
lawyer Moshe
Shahal during a
party convention
in Tel Aviv on
Tuesday. When
Shahal stood on
stage during the
convention to
speak, Barak
rushed onstage,
grabbed the
microphone from
Shahal and
accused party
members of
trying to steal
the party.

on on charges of spying for China appealed
to the Supreme Court to overturn his convic-
tion, his lawyer said Friday.

Valentin Danilov, a professor at Krasno-
yarsk State Technical University in Siberia,
was found guilty of passing information to
China and defrauding the university of
$15,500. Danilov’s lawyer, Yelena Yevmeno-
va, said the Supreme Court appeal was filed
Thursday. She said the high court could set
a hearing date within the next three to four
months.

Hopes for a favorable ruling are high, she
said in a telephone interview from Krasno-
yarsk, “if we are speaking from the position
of law.”

Nationwide gang sweep: Authorities ar-
rested 224 street gang members during a
weeklong sweep across Mexico, Interior Sec-
retary Santiago Creel armounced Thursday,
charging the gang with running major drug
and firearms trafficking operations in Mexi-
co and some Central American nations Po-
lice said most of the suspects from the Mara
Salvatrucha gang were from Central Ameri-
ca, but did not specify their nationalities.

Creel said those arrested faced charges of
illegal gang activity, organized crime, falsifi-
cation of documents and illegal weapons
possession.

Officials said that Mara Salvatrucha is
one of Central America’s largest and most
ruthless street gangs, but crackdowns in
Honduras and El Salvador drove 85 percent
of its membership into southern Mexico.

Military

Naval Academy gay alumni: The govern-
ing board of the Naval Academy Alumni As-
sociation has rejected a bid from graduates
who sought to establish a predominantly
gay and lesbian alumni chapter.

The decision Thursday marked the sec-
ond time in two years the Naval Academy’s
alumni association rejected the gay group,
whose members believe it is the first such
chapter to seek recognition from a U.S. ser-
vice academy.

The group has been operating and induct-
ing members for more than a year, even
though it does not have the official sanction
of the alumni association. Now 68 members
strong, it is the only group the association
has ever denied affiliation.

Stories and photo From The Associated Press
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Insurgents kill
30 in series of
Baghdad strikes

BY SLOBODAN LEKIC
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — In some of the
worst violence in recent weeks in
Baghdad, insurgents on Friday
launched attacks against Iraqi se-
curity forces in the north and
west of the capital, killing at least
30 people.

Coupled with running street
battles in the northern city of
Mosul that killed 11 rebels, the
surge in violence appeared to indi-
cate that militants still can stage
attacks where and when they
choose, despite major military
campaigns — such as last
month’s  occupation of the
rebel-held city of Fallyjah —
aimed at quelling the insurgency.

A statement posted on an Islam-
ic Web site in the name of Jordani-
an terrorist Abu Musab al-Zar-
qawi, claimed responsibility for a
daring raid on a police station in
Baghdad and for attacks else-
where in Iraq.

U.S. commanders and Iraq’s in-
terim authorities hope to boost se-
curity in the mainly Sunni areas
of central and northern Iraq
ahead of next month’s national
elections, following calls by prom-
inent Sunni politicians who urged
them to postpone the ballot in
view of the escalating violence.

The visiting commander of the
North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion expressed surpnse Friday
that the insurgency in Iraq had
proved so resilient, in contrast to
the situation in Afghanistan
where he said the security situa-
tion had improved significantly.

“I am very pleased with what is

going on in Afghanistan ... but at
the beginning I would have pro-
jected the opposite with Irag com-
ing along faster,” Gen. James
Jones said.

The apparently coordinated at-
tacks in Baghdad began just be-
fore 6 am. local time, when 11
carloads of gunmen drove up to
the police station in the city’s
western Amil district and at-
tacked it with rocket-propelled
grenades and small-arms fire.

Police ~ Capt.  Mohammed
al-Jumeili said insurgents broke
into the building killing 16 police-
men, looting weapons, torching
several cars and setting free
about 35 detainees before melting
away into the suburbs.

The claim from al-Zarqawi’s
group said 30 people were killed
in the Amil attack and only two es-
caped.

“The destructive effect that
such operations have on the mo-
rale of the enemy ... is clear,”
said the claim which could not be
independently authenticated.

Later in the morning, in the
Sunni Muslim stronghold of
Azamiyah, a car bomb exploded
at a Shiite mosque called
Hameed al-Najar killing 14 peo-
ple and wounding 19, hospital
sources said.

Azamiyah was a major center
of Sunni support for Saddam Hus-
sein, and the targeting of the
mosque may have been a bid by
Sunnis to stoke sectarian strife in
the area.

But the imam of the nearby
Sunni Abu Hanifa mosque imme-
diately condemned the attack.
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U.S. troops inspect a site after a mortar landed in central Baghdad on
Thursday. At least five mortar rounds exploded, including two in the
Green Zone, the enclave that houses Iraq’s interim administration and

several foreign embassies.

“Iraqi resistance has nothing to
do with bombing mosques and
churches and killing innocent peo-
ple in markets and streets,” Sheik
Ahmed Hassan Al-Taha said in a
sermon. “The resistance [exists]
to defend the country and liberate

Soon after the mosque bomb-
ing, a gunfight erupted between
rebels and Iragi government forc-
es in the district. It lasted for
about two hours, officers at the
scene said.

American and Iraqi forces also

clashed Friday with insurgents in
the center of Mosul, Iraq’s
third-largest city, U.S. military
spokesman Lt. Col. Paul Hastings
said.Fighting started when guerril-
las fired several mortar rounds at
a U.S. base, causing no casualties.

Maj. Gen. Rashid Feleih, com-
mander of the Iraqi commando
force, said gunmen in Mosul also
attacked three police stations.
The defenders returned fire, Kil
ing 11 attackers and capturing
three. Another Iraqi official said
two civilians also died.

Germany thwarts plot against Iraqi prime minister

BY TONY CZUCZKA
The Associated Press

BERLIN — A flurry of hectic phone calls be-
tween Islamic radicals led German authori-
ties to arrest three Iragis suspected of plan-
ning to attack Iraqgi Prime Minister Ayad Al-
lawi while he was visiting Germany on Fri-
day, the country’s chief prosecutor said.

The three men belong to Ansar al-Islam,
which has mounted attacks on U.S. and allied
forces in Iraq since last year’s U.S.-led inva-
sion of the country, federal prosecutor Kay
Nehm said.

U.S. authorities have linked the group to
al-Qaida.

Investigators had been watching the three,
and concluded through phone taps and the sus-
picious movements by one of the men before
Allawi’s visit that there was “evidence of
plans of an attack” on the Iragi leader, he said.

Nehm refused to elaborate on what kind of

after initial intelligence led officials to cancel
a Thursday mght meeting between Allawi and
Iragi exiles in Berlin, leading police to make
the arrests early Friday, Nehm said.

“From the reactions in the various phone
calls to the change in the visit’s schedule, one
must conclude that they indicate that some-
thing was planned against the Iraqi prime min-
ister,” he said.

“The conversations differed markedly from
the usual support activity” for Ansar al-Islam,
he said. “Naturally, that made us suspicious.”

Ansar al-Islam, which was formed in the
Kurdish parts of Iraq, is believed to include
Arab al-Qaida members who fled the U.S.-led
invasion of Afghanistan in late 2002. Group
bases along the Iranian-Iragi border were
‘bombed and attacked by Iragi Kurdish troops
and U.S. Special Forces at the start of the Iraq
war.

Jordanian terrorist Abu Musab al-Zarqawi,
whose followers in Iraq have claimed respon-

an attack might have been planned. Investig:
tors were still examining evidence seized in
raids of nine residences and other buildings in
Berlin, Stuttgart and Augsburg, he said.

The suspects’ phone calls grew more hectic

sibility for and be-

reward for al-Zarqawi’s capture — the same
amount as for Osama bin Laden.

Hours after the arrests, Allawi met German
Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder in Berlin amid
tight security. Allawi had come from Jordan
on Thursday and was traveling on Russia on
Friday.

Neither leader commented on the arrests at
a brief news conference.

Nehm said the suspects, whose names were
not released, appeared to have acted largely
on the spur of the moment, seizing the oppor-
tunity of Allawi’s visit.

Charges of membership in a terrorist orga-
nization are being prepared against the three
men, he said.

German authorities have been investigating
Ansar al-Islam’s activities for at least a year,
and authorities have said the group has about
100 supporters in the country.

After talks with Allawi, Schroeder said Ger-
many will seek closer business ties with Iraq
as the country’s reconstruction advances.

car
headings of foreigners, including three Ameri-
cans, is believed to have played a key role in
the group after fleeing Afghanistan.

The United States has offered a $25 million

, whose government strongly op-
posed the U.S.-led war in Iraq and has ruled
out sending troops, offered to expand Germa-
ny’s training of Iraqi police and soldiers in the
United Arab Emirates.

U.S. deaths
in Iraq

The Associated Press

As of Thursday at least 1,263
members of the U.S. military
have died since the beginning
of the Iraq war in March 2003,
according to an Associated
Press count. At least 989 died
as a result of hostile action, the
Defense Department said. "The
figures include three military
civilians.

The AP count is four higher
than the Defense Department’s
tally, last updated at 10 am.
EST Thursday.

The British military has re-
ported 74 deaths; Italy, 19; Po-

d, 13; Spain, 11; Ukraine,
nine; Bulgaria, seven; Slovakia,
three; Estonia, Thailand and
the Netherlands, two each; and
Denmark, El Salvador, Hunga-
ry and Latvia have reported
one death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when
President Bush declared that
major combat operations in
Iraq had ended, 1,125 U.S. mili-
tary members have died, ac-
cording to AP’s count. That in-
cludes at least 880 deaths result-
ing from hostile action, accord-
mg to the military’s numbers.

The latest deaths reported by
the military:

MOne US. soldier died
Wednesday in western Bagh-
dad in a vehicle accident.

M One U.S. soldier was killed
Thursday while on patrol in
Mosul.

The latest identifications re-
ported by the military:

W Marine Cpl. Zachary A.
Kolda, 23, Corpus Christi,
Texas; killed Wednesday in an
attack in Anbar province; as-
signed to the Marine Reserves’
1st Battalion, 23rd Marine Regi-
ment, e Division,
Houston.

W Army Spc. David M. Fish-
er, 21, Green Island, N.Y.; died
Wednesday in Baghdad when
his vehicle rolled over; as-
signed to the Army National
Guard’s 1st Battalion, 101st
Cavalry Regiment, Newburgh,

l Army Spc. Erik W. Hayes,
24, Cascade, Md.; died Monday
in Migdadiyah when an explo-
sive detonated near his vehicle;
assigned to 2nd Battalion, 2nd
Infantry Regiment, 1st Infantry

ivision, Vilseck, Germany.

W Army Spc. Daryl A. Davis,
20, Orlando, Fla.; died Monday
in Iraq in a traffic accident; as-
signed to the National Guard’s
144th Transportation Compa-
ny, Marianna, Fla.

W Marine Gunnery Sgt. Javi-
er Obleas-Prado Pena, 36, Falls
Church, Va.; died Wednesday
at Landstuhl Regional Medical
Center, Germany, from inju-
ries received Nov. 25 in an at-
tack in Anbar province; as-
signed to 2nd Reconnaissance
Battalion, 2nd Marine Division,
11 Marine Expeditionary Force,
‘Camp Lejeune, N.C.

W Army Sgt. Pablo A. Cal-
deron, 26, New York, and Army
Sgt. Jose Guereca, Jr., 24, Mis-
souri City, Texas; dled Tuesday
in Fallujah when an explosive
detonated near their vehicle; as-
signed to 1st Battalion, Sth Cav-

Regiment, 1st Cavalry Divi-
sion, Fort Hood, Texas.
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LSA troops reflect on time spent in Iraq

Servicemembers pack
up to go home after
11-month deployment

BY RON JENSEN
Stars and Stripes

LOGISTICS SUPPORT AREA ANA-
CONDA, Iraq — Just as the robin signals
the arrival of spring, so the turn-in of NBC
gear denotes the end of a long mission in
Traq — and a chance to reflect on the time
spent there.

About 300 members of the 13th Corps
Support Command’s Headquarters Compa-
ny handed back their unused nuclear, bio-
logical and chemical gear in recent days to
prepare for a return to Fort Hood, Texas,
after more than 11 months at LSA Anacon-
da.

“It hasn’t hit me yet. It doesn’t feel like
T'm going home,” said Spc. Charles Cook, a
supply clerk.

Asked if he’ll miss anything about life at
Anaconda, he said, “The sunsets.”

Others had a different answer that was

RON JENSEN/Stars and Sripes.

Sgt. 1st Class Ronnie Haith, left, of 13th Corp Support Command Headquarters Compa-
ny, turns in his unused nuclear, biological and chemical gear to Spc. Fernando Hernandez
at LSA Anaconda, Iraq, in preparation for a trip home after nearly one year at the base.

“Nothing,” said Cpl. Jeffrey Benedict, an
official mail clerk.

He was leaving the Army last year to
study to be a physician’s assistant when

Now, he hopes to get that effort back on
track.

“No,” said Spc. Charles Cottingham, an
official mail clerk, when asked if he’ll miss

equally quick and sincere.

the stop-loss program changed his plans.

anything about life at

est supply hub in Iraq and home to about
23,000 troops and civilians.

He did admit one thing.

“It went by faster than I thought it
would,” he said. “I guess that’s because I
stayed busy all the time.”

That’s his advice for anyone coming in
about to start a long tour.

“Stay busy and try to stay out of trou-
ble,” he advised. “You can get bored real
easy.”

Sgt. 1st Class Ronnie Haith, food service
noncommissioned officer in charge, said,
“PII probably miss some of the people. 'm
sure when we get back to the rear I won’t
see them on a daily basis. I met a lot of nice
people.

He, too, said the time passed more rapid-
ly than he imagined when he arrived in
January.

“One day just fell into another. Before
you knew it, a week had gone by,” he said.

Asked if he had any advice for newcom-
ers, he said, “Just keep a positive outlook.”

Then, with a nod toward the mortar and
rocket attacks that kept the base on tender-
hooks much of the time he was here, he
added, “Keep your head low.”

E-mail Ron Jensen at:
ji il.estri il

U.S. focuses on protecting
Afghanistan’s democracy

BY STEPHEN GRAHAM
The Associated Press

11, 2001 attacks slipped away
from Afghan and U.S. troops near
the Tora Bora caves of Afghani-
stan’s eastern asthere-

KABUL, — For a
time, the U.S. military in Afghani-
stan was talking as if it would
smoke Osama bin Laden out of a
cave on the rocky Pakistan bor-
der within months, perhaps even
ahead of President Bush’s re-elec-
tion.

Now, American commanders
say protecting the country’s frag-
ile new democracy, reviving its
economy and keeping Taliban mil-
itants on the run are the priori-
ties, though tracking the cold trail
of bin Laden and other al-Qaida
leaders remains the focus of intel-
ligence efforts.

Spies, informers, electronic lis-
tening devices and surveillance
from the air all belong to the U.S.
arsenal. However, American offi-
cials acknowledge that video-
tapes featuring a sprightly look-
ing bin Laden — released days be-
fore the Nov. 2 election in the
United States — and his deputy
Ayman al-Zawahri, have yielded
no clues to their whereabouts,
even though one was delivered to
a TV channel in Islamabad.

“They’re pretty sterile in terms
of intelligence value,” Maj. Gen.
Eric Olson, the operational com-
mander of U.S. forces here, said.

Despite initial high expecta-
tions on the other side of the bor-
der, Pakistan’s yearlong crack-
down against foreign militants
near the tribal town of Wana also
has yielded no trace of bin Laden
or al-Zawahri.

American generals have had
three years to rue how the sus-
pected mastermind of the Sept.

Wounded veterans
honored at Pentagon

Right: Spc. Kenny Lukes of Detachment 1,
133rd Infantry of the lowa National Guard,
is overcome with emotion when he sees
the hallways of the Pentagon lined wnh

gime of his Taliban
crumbled that December.

French Defense ~ Minister
Michele Alliot-Marie, who has
special forces patrolling farther
south, claimed last month that bin
Laden narrowly escaped an
American operation as recently
as mid-2003. But there is no firm
evidence anyone has picked up
his trail since.

Interviewed at Bagram Air
Base, nerve-center of the
18,000-strong force he helps com-
mand, Olson said this week that
his immediate goals were prevent-
ing insurgents from mounting a
“strategic_surprise” with an at-
tack on President-elect Hamid
Karzai’s Dec. 7 inauguration, and
keeping them on the defensive
ahead of April parliamentary elec-
tions.

Still, American commanders
have slowly diluted their focus on
combat operations against Tali-
ban militants to take in more of
the kind of nation-building that
the Bush administration was once
wary of.

Lawless provinces in the south
and east are now dotted with “pro-
vincial reconstruction teams” de-
signed to help the Afghan govern-
ment regain a grip on the country-
side while squeezing better intelli-
gence from ordinary Afghans in
return for building wells and clin-
ics.

Olson said running down bin
Laden and his cohorts was still
the focus of American intelli-
gence efforts here. “That’s the
main effort, no doubt about it.”

ll-wishers cheering and on
Friday. Lukes partcipated in a “VIP” tour
for 35 wounded veterans being treated at
Walter Reed Army Medical Center.

PHOTOS BY STAFF SGT. CARMEN L. BURGESS
Courtesy of U.S. Army

Left: Marme Lance Cpl.

Zach Fincannon, in the
black T-shirt and hat, is
applauded as he enters
the Pentagon.

Military hearing closed

FORT CARSON, Colorado —
Citing national security, the
Army closed a hearing on wheth-
er three soldiers will be
court-martialed for allegedly suf-
focating an Iraqi general during
an interrogation last year.

Allowing the public and the
media to observe the hearing
Thursday “would cause serious
damage to national security” and
could jeopardize the defendants’
safety, investigating officer Capt.
Robert Ayers said.

The Article 32 hearing began
shortly afterward. There was no
word on when the hearing would
end, or when Ayers would make a
decision.

Helping military families

GILMANTON, N.H. — A cou-
ple who runs a small cleaning
company wanted to do something
to help military families with
loved ones in Iraq this holiday sea-
son.

They found that small gestures
do make a difference.

“My husband and I can’t be
over there and we just wanted to
do something,” said Mary Bouch-
er of Loudon. “There are children
who don’t have a parent or both
parents might be over there.”

She and her husband, Jo Neil,
have put out a collection can for
money at the Gilmanton town of-
fice building as well as a box to
collect toys for the children who
are forced to celebrate Christ-
mas without their mom or dad
this year.

From The Associated Press
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Marines to resume reporting battle deaths

BY ROBERT BURNS
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — More than a month
after it stopped publlcly reporting individu-
al Marine deaths in Iraq, the Corps’ main
headquarters there intends to resume the
announcements, a spokeswoman said
Thursday.

Col. Jenny Holbert, spokeswoman for
the 1st Marine Expeditionary Force, said it
was decided that during the Fallujah offen-
sive the Marines would stay silent until the
Defense Department’s public affairs office
in Washington released identities of Ma-
rines killed.

The names are not released in Washing-
ton until 24 hours after the victim’s rela-
tives are notified, a procedure that usually
takes a few days.

Previously, the Marines would announce

the fact of a death on the day it
without details. That practice ended some-
time before the Fallujah offensive was
launched Nov. 8.

“We decided not to issue press releases
on a casualty because we did not want to
aid the enemy in determining the success
of their actions,” Holbert wrote in an
e-mail response to questions about the
practice.

Marines suffered most of the U.S. casual-
ties during the fighting in Fallujah. The
Los Angeles Times on Thursday quoted Lt.
Gen. John Sattler, the top Marine com-
mander in Iraq, as saying 71 U.S. troops
died in the battle to retake the city, al-
though it did not say how many of those
were Marines.

“Now, since operations have slowed
down, we are taking few casualties and the
enemy has been severely disabled, we will

goback to releases as
oceur,” Holbert wrote.

The Marines had three deaths in Iraq on
Monday, but they were not officially report-
ed. The official who revealed the three
deaths did so on condition of anonymity be-
cause the policy has not changed yet.

Bryan Whitman, a Defense Department
spokesman, said the blackout on informa-
tion about Marine casualties was a prac-
tice the Marines chose on their own, not a
policy encouraged or required by the Pen-
tagon.

The Marines felt it was in their best inter-
est to “not provide measures of effective-
ness to your adversary” by reporting the
number of troops killed on a given day,
Whitman said.

Waiting for the Pentagon to release the
identity of each Marine killed in Iraq pro-
vided “enough time away from the [fatal]

event that the information would have little
value to the enemy,” Holbert said.

The Army has taken a different ap-
proach. It has continued throughout the
conflict in Iraq to report deaths at the time
they occur, without immediately providing
details such as the victim’s name.

The Army has also provided more de-
tails, such as the town or city in which a sol-
dier was killed, whereas the Marines have
made it a practice since the start of the war
in 2003 to identify only the province in
which it happened. Most Marine deaths
have been in Anbar province, which covers
a vast area stretching from Baghdad to
Irag’s borders with Jordan, Syria and
Saudi Arabia.

The Army also publicly names the type
of weapon used to kill a soldier, such as a
roadside bomb, a rocket-propelled gre-
nade or a sniper rifle. The Marines have
withheld that information.

Sadr City
residents
emerging
from war

BY HAMZA HENDAWI
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD, Irag — The out-
door markets are busy again and
the gridlocked traffic is back. The
bands of excited child who
walked behind local militiamen
heading to battle in the fall now
clamor around machinery laying
down new water pipes.

After spending much of the
year as a battlefield between mili-
tiamen and U.S. forces, Bagh-
dad’s Sadr City district is now em-
bracing peace and reconstruc-
tion. Anticipation is high for what
the residents of the mainly Shiite
district say is their overdue em-

Violence
scares off
potential
candidates

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD, Iraq — Iraq’s on-
going violence has scared off
some potential candidates from
registering for the planned Jan.
30 national polls, a U.S. official
said Friday, but American and
Iraqi authorities are determined
to ensure the elections are staged
as scheduled.

The official, speaking to report-
ers on condition of anonymity,
said despite the unabating insur-
gency targeting U.S.-backed ef-
forts to establish an elected Iraqi
parliament, election-related activ-
ities are in motion throughout the
country.

“The violence and the threat of
violence is restraining some peo-
ple from putting forward their

powerment through _elections
Jan. 30.

Workers in orange jumpsuits
are laying asphalt in dozens of pot-
holes dug by the fighters to con-
ceal roadside bombs meant to kill
American soldiers. The clerics
who replaced their turbans and

finally cast aside violence and
residents say is their overdue empowerment from electlons in January.

A school child points to the Arabic word for father in a classroom in Baghdad’s S|
Tuesday. After spending much of the year as a hattlefield between mllltlamen and U S Iorces, Sadr City has

e enclave of Sadr City on

of what

idate registration forms,”
the official said.

The Pentagon this week an-
nounced plans to increase the
number of U.S. troops in Iraq by
12,000, taking the overall number
expected to be in the country be-
fore next month’s elections to

A

3

robes with track suits to join the
fight are back in mosques and
seminaries.

The daily lives of Sadr City’s es-
timated 2.5 million people have
not seen much lmpmvement in
the two months since fighting
ended.

But the large Baghdad neigh-
borhood appears on such a eu-
phoric high that the mounds of
festering garbage, the constant
seepage of sewage and shortage
of clean water seem to matter lit-
tle.

In marked contrast to the skep-
tical Sunni Arab community,
Sadr City’s population is looking
forward to the January ballot.
Banners and posters exhort resi-
dents to vote, and booklets ex-
plaining the process are distribut-
ed house-to-house. Even the sight
of U.S. military convoys darting
through the district no longer
draw resentful looks.

Militiamen of the Imam
al-Mahdi Army, who two months
ago directed their mortars and
rocket propelled grenades at
American bases and Humvees,
now protect the engineers and la-
borers working on U.S.-mili-
tary-funded projects. Some of
them also have found jobs sweep-
ing streets and fixing the potholes
they themselves once dug.

But despite the peace divi-
dends, some ambivalence re-
mains in Sadr City about the gov-
ernment of Prime Minister Ayad
Allawi — as well as the Ameri-
cans.

“Iraq is for sale: contact Ayad
Allawi for details,” fresh graffiti
declares.

“The Americans came to Iraq
to wipe it off the map,” a woman
speaker told a gathering Thurs-
day of tribal sheiks and profes-
sionals to discuss the reconstruc-
tion of Sadr City.

Sheik Kareem al-Bakhatti, a se-
nior tribal leader from the area
who led the negotiations that
ended the fighting in October,
said authorities reneged on a
promise to free supporters of radi-
cal cleric Mugtada al-Sadr arrest-
ed in connection with the fight-
ing.

He also complained that
large-scale development projects
pmm]sed by the Americans dur-
ing weeks of negotiations have
yet to get off the ground. “Some
projects started, but they are
small and only a few,” al-Bakhatti
said. Nothing is being done to im-
prove the area’s environment ei-
ther, he said.

Being home to the single larg-
est concentration of Iraq’s Shiites
— a majority that had been op-
pressed by the Sunni Arab minori-
ty for decades — Sadr City was a
thorn in the side of the regime of
Saddam Hussein, himself a
Sunni.

Political and economic empow-
erment could well be in store for
Iraq’s Shiites, but dreams of bet-
ter days are, for the time being,
taking a back seat for many in
Sadr City who face a daily strug-
gle to cope with erratic services
and find basic supplies.

The seven-member family of
Murtada Farag, a retired tennis
coach with a monthly pension of
less than US$100, is an example
of both the economic hardships of
life in Sadr City and the confusion
felt by many over issues such as
the U.S. presence, the govem-
ment and al-Sadr’s mi

Farag pays $40 in rent for the
two-room house they live in.

Already, two of his children
quit schooi to help the family.

“Elections are a good thing and
they will bring a better govern-
ment. Things will improve,” said
Seif, the family’s youngest child,
as everyone laughed over his con”
fident tone.

150,000.

On top of increasing troop
strengths, American military
planners also have begun mount-
ing attacks on areas regarded as
strongholds of the anti-coalition
insurgency, including the former
rebel bastion of Fallujah.

“We are going to do all we can
to make sure Iragis who want to
vote are able to vote,” the official
said. “We just finished the opera-
tion in Fallujah and we are look-
ing for similar operations in other
places to make things better.”

Despite the threat of violence,
no mechanism exists within
Iraq’s transitional administrative
law to delay Iraq’s elections, he
noted. “There is no legal way to
delay the elections, I don’t see a
way frankly,” he said. “One of the
reasons the [Bush] administra-
tion has been so supportive of
holding them by Jan. 30 is be-
cause the text [of the law] is very,
very explicit.”
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Afghanistan prisons plagued by problems

In classified assessment, Brig. Gen. Jacoby
finds lack of guidance at U.S.-run facilities

BY R. JEFFREY SMITH
The Washington Post

'WASHINGTON — A recent classified as-
sessment of U.S. military detention facili-
ties in Afghanistan found that they have
been plagued by many of the problems that
existed at military prisons in Iraq, includ-
ing weak or nonexistent guidance for inter-
rogators, creating what the assessment de-
scribed as an “opportunity” for prisoner
abuse.

The inspection, conducted this summer
by a one-star Army general, has not been
publicly released by the Defense Depart-
ment. But three government officials privy
to its conclusions said this week that Army
Brig. Gen. Charles Jacoby had found a
wide range of shortcomings in the mi
tary’s handling of prisoners in Afgham-
stan, including an unwarranted use of rec-
tal exams instead of metal wands to search
for contraband.

Jacoby, who was ordered to conduct the

survey in May by the top U.S. military com-
mander in Afghanistan after the military’s
abuse of Iragi prisoners became public
knowledge, found that just half of the
roughly two dozen U.S. prisons in Afghani-
stan had posted written orders spelling out
approved interrogation practices.

Jacoby also found those practices in
need of revision and better

had known for more than four months
about photographic evidence of abused
prisoners in Iraq. Senior U.S. military offic-
ers in the region had also known for more
than five months about an Army report al-
leging abuses by a CIA-Special Operations
Forces group in Iraq.

A spokeswoman for the U.S. military op-
eration in Lt. Col. Pamela

according to the government officials.
Lacking any approved guidance, U.S. mili-
tary commanders in the field were using
their own judgment about how prisoners
should be handled, opening the door to
abuse and a loss of valuable intelligence,
the officials said Jacoby concluded.

At the time of Jacoby’s visit, senior U.S.
military officials in Iraq and

Keeton, said Thursday that while Jacoby
did not find any instances of abuse under-
way during his visit, he did find that prison
officers needed better military rules and
training.

She said, for example, that before his in-
spection, prisoners could be held for indefi-
nite periods at temporary prison facilities,
where of the

Committee of the Red Cross had no access
to them. Now, Keeton said, U.S. military
rules bar the detention of any prisoner at a
temporary prison for more than 10 days
without release or transfer to a regular pris-
on, and Red Cross representatives must be
provided access within 15 days of their de-
tention.

Keeton also said the practice of conduct-
ing invasive bodily searches among prison-
ers had been stopped in most cases. Efforts
have also been made to curtail the number
of temporary prisons in the field, she said;
Jacoby’s report suggested that the worst
(,Undu(,l ‘may have occurred at such facili-

Althuugh the report represents the mili-
tary’s first attempt to survey the scope of
prison shortcomings in Afghanistan, indica-
tions of widespread abuses there had
turned up earlier this year, when Army in-
looked into of
prisoners at the Abu Ghraib prison in Irag.
Staff writer Josh White contributed to this report.

Government OKs

Steve Balestrieri of
Charleston, S.C.,
portrays an Iraqi

to help train troops
at Fort Dix, N.J.,
for overseas duty
on Thursday.

Fort Dix is one of
several military
installations now
preparing troops

realistic simulation
of war conditions.

AP

BY GEOFF MULVIHILL
The Associated Press

FORT DIX, N. J. — With faux insurgents, fake
bombs, real concrete barriers and a little city of
tents, training to prepare Reservists and National
Guard members for Iraq is becoming more realis-
tic.

Over the past few months, one 40-acre section of
Fort Dix has been transformed into “Forward Op-
erating Base,” a camp with new gravel roads and
100 tents that replicates an Army base in Iraq.

Similar training bases are going up at installa-
tions across the country.

On Thursday, the Army offered civilian base em-
ployees and the media a rare glimpse at how the
Army trains soldiers to fight in an Iraq where in-
surgent fighting continues to add to the American
death toll.

Fort Dix has trained more mobilizing part-time
soldiers than any other base since the Sept. 11,
2001, attacks. Before the camp was built, soldiers
training at Dix stayed in barracks and rode un-
eventfully on buses to each day’s drill.

Now, the drills, like the war, are nonstop.

Simulated mortar fire interrupts moments that
are quiet aside from the loud drone of electrical
generators. ‘The convoys to drill sessions are some-
times broken up by roadside ambushes.

When soldiers sleep, it's in tents packed with a
score of their colleagues. Meals for the more than
1,300 soldiers staying at the base are taken in a
small dining tent without chairs.

Within the next six months, officials plan to have
showers, pool tables and facilities to repair mili-

With fake attacks and insurgents,
training base feels like real Iraq

tary vehicles on the base — all features of bases in

Late Thursday morning, a contractor acting the
part of an Iraqi insurgent hurled a box containing
a firecracker into a checkpoint manned by mem-
bers of the Virginia National Guard.

In a hectic and smoky battlefield scene, one sol-
dier acted out having a leg struck with shrapnel
and a pretend insurgent was “shot” in the chest
when a soldier fired a blank at him.

Medics had to sort out the situation time and get
the “injured” onto stretchers while other soldiers
— whose sleeplessness was no act — stood guard.

'he medics treated the faux Iraqi with the chest
wound before the GI with a leg wound.

The drills are made more realistic by
Iragi-Americans hired to play Iraqi civilians. In
Thursday’s drill, Munther Alftawy, who came to
the United States 14 years ago and now is a U.S. cit-
izen, was playing an agitated sheik.

Reserve and Guard units called to active duty go
from their regular lives to overseas battlefields in
less than two months.

Col. Dave Anderson, commander of the Sth Bri-
gade of the Edison-based 78th Division of the
Army Reserve, which runs the FOB on Fort Dix,
said the new compound saves precious training
time and speeds up the soldiers’ military mentali-

ty.

Before FOB, soldiers might spend a few nights
at a time at a camp. Now, they're staying at the
camp for 18 to 32 days before they board planes
headed to Iraq.

“The earlier we get them thinking they are in-
volved in a deployment mode, the better their train-
ing is going to be,” Anderson said.

using evidence
gained by torture

BY MICHAEL J. SNIFFEN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Evidence
gained by torture can be used by
the US. military in deciding
whether to imprison a foreigner
indefinitely at Guantanamo Bay,

uba, as an enemy combatant,
the government says.

Statements produced under tor-
ture have been inadmissible in
U.S. courts for about 70 years.
But the U.S. mil-
itary panels re-
viewing the de-
tention of S50
foreigners  as
enemy combat-
ants at the U.S.
naval base in
Cuba are al-
lowed to use
such evidence,
Principal Depu-
ty Associate At-
torney General
Brian Boyle ac-
knowledged at
a US. District
Court hearing
Thursday.

Some of the
prisoners have
filed lawsuits
challenging their detention with-
out charges for up to three years
so far. At the hearing, Boyle
urged District Judge Richard J.
Leon to throw their cases out.

Attorneys for the prisoners ar-
gued that some were held solely
on evidence gained by torture,
which they said violated funda-
mental fairness and U.S. due pro-
cess standards. But Boyle argued
in a similar hearing Wednesday
that the detainees “have no consti-
tutional rights enforceable in this
court.”

Leon asked whether a deten-
tion based solely on evidence
gathered by torture would be ille-
gal, because “torture is illegal.
We all know that.”

&k [TThe Supreme
Court stopped the
use of evidence
produced by
third-degree
tactics largely on
the theory that a
it was totally
unreliable. 9y

Philip B. Heymann
Harvard Law professor “About 70

Boyle replied that if the mili-
tary’s combatant status review tri-
bunals “determine that evidence
of questionable provenance were
reliable, nothing in the due pro-
cess clause (of the Constitution)
pmhlblts them from relying on

Leon asked whether there were
any restrictions on using tor-
ture-induced evidence.

Boyle replied that the United
States never would adopt a policy
that would
have barred it
from acting on
evidence that
could have pre-
vented the
Sept. 11, 2001,
terrorist at-
tacks even if
the data came
from question-
able practices
like torture by
foreign
power.

Several argu-
ments underlie
the U.S. court
ban on prod-
ucts of torture.

years ago, the
Supreme Court
stopped the use of evidence pro-
duced by third-degree tactics
largely on the theory that it was to-
tally unreliable,” Harvard Law
Professor Philip B. Heymann, a
former deputy U.S. attorney gen-
eral, said in an interview. Subse-
quent high court rulings were
based on revulsion at “the unfair-
ness and brutality of it and later
on the idea that confessions ought
to be free and uncompelled.”
Leon asked whether US.
courts could review detentions
based on evidence from torture
conducted by U.S. personnel.
Boyle said torture was against
U.S. policy and any allegations of
it would be “forwarded through
command channels for military
discipline.”
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Congress eyes uneven VA health checks

ore than two years

after congressional au-

ditors scored it as a

problem, the Depart-

ment of Veterans Af-
fairs still has no way to assess
whether its 57 regional offices are
consistent in deciding disability
claims for veterans suffering from
the same type and severity of im-
pairment.

The Government Accountabili-
ty Office, in recent briefings for
two House subcommittees, said,
“VA cannot provide reasonable as-
surance that similarly situated vet-
erans who submit claims for the
same impairment to different re-
gional offices receive reasonably
consistent decisions.”

In other words, where veterans
live and file disability claims could
impact disability ratings and thus

their compensation.
The report urged VA to use data
collected through a newly imple-
ented information  system,
called RBA 2000, to identify “indi-
cations” of inconsistencies among
regional offices in award and deni-
al of benefits. Then, where incon-
sistency even appears to exist for
specific impairments, VA should
conduct “systematic studies” of
claim decisions for the specific ail-
ments. The auditors indicated this
process could take several years.

MILITARY
_UPDATE

Tom Philpott

terpretation of the law, a require-
ment” under Code of Federal Reg-
ulations guidelines. “In another re-
gion, it will be construed very nar-

rowly.”
. n decisi N

The greatest
occur with mental disorders such
as post-traumatic stress disorder,
said Randy Reese, national ser-
vice director for Disabled Ameri-
can Veterans.

“Alot of that has to do with how
they interpret information,” Reese
said. “Some grant PTSD very liber-
ally, using a broad and liberal in-

i
ing over PTSD is of particular con-
cern now with so many soldiers
and Marines exposed to trauma in
Irag. Mental health experts esti-
mate that 15 to 17 percent of per-
sonnel serving tours there will re-
turn with symptoms of post-trau-
matic stress.

A study published in July in the

New England Journal of Medi-
cine, written by Dr. Charles W.
Hoge and five medical colleagues,
found “a significant risk of mental
health problems” for ground forc-
es in Iraq. It also found “important
barriers” to their recelvmg mental
health services, “particularly the
perception of stigma among those
most in need.”

The study found lower inci-
dence of PTSD among service-
members sent to Afghanistan
where combat has been less in-
tense and troops are exposed to
fewer bombings and ambushes by
insurgents.

The VA had no immediate com-
ment on the GAO finding but was
preparing a statement for Con-
gress. VA does not keep statistics
on number of veterans receiving
disability for PTSD

or other mental illnesses. It does
keep data on users of VA health

care.

The GAO, in its 2002 report,
blamed inconsistencies involving
disability claim decisions on the
need for reviewers to use their
own judgment. VA acknowledges,
the report said, “that in many
cases two adjudicators of equal
competence could review the
same evidence but render differ-
ent decisions, due to the difficult
judgment often required.”

Reese said VA officials are very
aware of the inconsistency issue.
Indeed, two recent VA task forces,
one of which Reese served on, rec-
ommended corrective steps. None
will take effect for a few more
years.

To comment, write Military Update, P.0.
Box 231111, Centreville, VA 20120-1111,
e-mail milupdate@aol.com or visit

Army program helps soldiers
heal injuries closer to home

BY LIsA BURGESS
Stars and Stripes

ARLINGTON, Va. —Many acti-
vated Army reservists who are in-
jured or sick can now receive
treatment near home, rather than
being forced to stay on “medical
hold” at a base that may be hun-
dreds of miles away.

Army officials announced the
new C d Health

ing time with your loved ones, and
the stable order” of a familiar mili-
tary environment, Brown said.

The initiative was devised after
news stories surfaced in October
2003 about hundreds of Guards-
men and reservists who were
stuck for months at Fort Stewart,
Ga., waiting to be evaluated and
treated.

Army officials blamed a sys-

Care Initiative program at the
Pentagon on Thursday.

“I spent nine months at Fort
Drum [N.Y., during premobiliza-
tion] and didn’t get to see my fami-
ly that much,” Staff Sgt. Said Rod-
riguez Scott, a 48-year-old target
acquisition specialist for the Mas-
sachusetts ~ National Guard’s
101st Field Artillery. “Now I'm
going home every night.”

Scott, who works as a divorce
mediator in his civilian life, re-
ceived back, neck and arm inju-
ries Sept. 17 in Afghanistan.

The program gives soldiers like
Scott and Spc. Logan Brown, a
21-year-old from Arkansas, who
was hit by shrapnel and received
multiple gunshot wounds when
his Humvee was attacked in Iraq,
achance to ease back into civilian
life.

“When you're in constant dan-
ger every day of your life,”
Brown said, “you’re on the de-
fense all the time.”

The program, in which reserv-
ists do light duty at their home sta-
tion between medical appoint-
ments, gives soldiers “that calm-

Sargre iy

tem to deal with
large numbers of reservists get-
ting activated; 4,850 reservists
‘wound up on medical hold.

In March, Reginald Brown, the
Army’s Assistant Secretary for
Manpower and Reserve Affairs,
assembled a task force to find a
solution.

Brown’s team developed a pilot
program that opened “Communi-
ty Health Care Organizations” in
Arkansas, Florida, California,
Massachusetts and Wisconsin.
The first center opened in Florida
in March, and all five were opera-
tional by late June, said Col.
Michael Deaton, a family prac-
tice physician for the Army’s Of-
fice of the Surgeon General.

Together, the five centers pro-
vide coverage for reservists who
live in 23 states, Deaton said.

That is not enough to provide
services for all 4,300 Army reserv-
ists who are now in medical hold
status, Deaton said; just 1,100 of
them are enrolled in the new pro-
gram.

But with a program budget of
$23 million for fiscal 2005, the
Army will open centers in Virgin-

ia, Alabama and Utah by March,
Deaton said.

Most reservists will spend no
more than one year in the volun-
tary program, although the Army
may extend that time, Deaton
said.

More severely injured sol-
diers from all components are el-
igible for a different Army pro-
gram called the “Disabled Sol-
dier Support System,” or DS3, at:
www.ArmyDS3.org.

Sgt. Christopher Dunbar, a
25-year-old military policeman
with the 810th MP Company, a
Reserve unit based in Tampa,
Fla., is another participant.

Dunbar was injured in a May 4
vehicle accident while providing
security for a convoy moving to
Tallil, Iraq. He was just five days
short of a full year in Iraq when
his lower jaw was broken and
many of his top teeth were shat-
tered beyond salvation.

Dunbar ended up back at Fort
Stewart, Ga., placed on medical
hold more than 300 miles away
from his home in Tampa.

“I did not have a pleasant experi-
ence,” Dunbar said. While the
medical treatment was compe-
tent, “it felt like an assembly line.”

After a physician realized the
severity of the soldier’s condition
and sent him home for 30 days of
convalescent leave, Dunbar was
assigned to the Community-
Based Health Care pilot program
in Plant City, Fla.

Today, Dunbar works at his
duty station at Plant City five

days a week when he is not receiv-
ing medical treatment at MacDill
Air Force Base.

“I had a hard time adjusting to
civilian life when I got back,” he
said. “When you get back home,
it’s like someone pulling the park-
ing break when youre going 100
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Take advantage of your military status while serving overseas by nfﬂarfng
your new BMW direct from the factory through the BMW Military
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Your new BMW will be

direct to your

‘awaiting your return qu!ly in Bahrain.
sactions needed to order your BMW can be

All the ni
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Above: Spc. Logan Brown, a
21-year-old from Almediy Am.,
left, listens as Col.
Deaton, a family practlce
physician for the Army’s Office of
the Surgeon General, discusses a
new Community-Based Health
Care Initiative in which Brown
participates.

Left: Sgt. Christopher Dunbar, a
military policeman with the 810th
MP Com;uny, a Reserve unit
based in Tampa, FI iscusses
the facial injuries he received
while in Iraq.
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miles per hour. Your face hits the
windshield.”

With the new program, “in-
stead of getting thrown into the
water, you have some floats on,”
Dunbar said.

E-mail Lisa Burgess at:
burgessl@stripes.osd.mil

Superior Motors MSP
Tel: {00 973) 17 813 883
: {00 973) 17 813 553
Kingdom of Bahrain

www.superiormotorsmsp.com
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Tommy Thompson resigns secretary post

BY RON FOURNIER

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Health and
Human  Services Secretary
Tommy Thompson resigned Fri-
day, broadening an exodus that
has emptied more than half of
President Bush’s Cabinet before
he starts his second term.

“It’s time for me and my family
to move on to the next chapter in
our life,” Thompson said at a
news conference a few hours
after giving his formal resigna-
tion to the president.

Mark McClellan, the govern-

ment’s Medicare chief and broth-
er of White House press secre-
tary Scott McClellan, is Thomp-
son’s likely successor, officials
said.

Thompson’s brings

Kerik is the steady former mili-
tary man who helped New York
get back on its feet after the Sept.
11 terror attack.

“Bernie Kerik is one of the

to eight the number of members
of Bush’s 15-member Cabinet
who have left.

News of Thompson’s departure
came not long after Bush intro-
duced former police commiss
er Bernard Kerik as Tom Ridge’s
successor to be secretary of home-
land security. When Thompson’s
exit becomes official, eight of the
15 members of Bush's Cabinet
will have departed.

most and effective
leaders of law enforcement in
America,” Bush said.

Kerik said what he witnessed
in the days after the attacks
would be etched in his mind if he
were confirmed to lead the de-
partment.

“Tknow what is at stake,” Kerik
said.

“Both the memory of those cou-
rageous souls and the horrors I

saw inflicted upon our proud na-
tion will serve as permanent re-
‘minders of the awesome responsi-
bility you place in my charge,” he
said.

Bush also lost his ambassador
to the United Nations, John Dan-
forth, who is retiring.

Friday’s ceremony has become
a ritual as Bush rounds out his
Cabinet for his second term. He
stood in the Roosevelt Room with
Kerik, as the nominee’s wife and
some of their children looked on.

Joe Allbaugh, the former
FEMA director who was men-
tioned as a candidate for the job,

said Kerik will “be drinking
‘water from a fire hose for quite a
while, bul I know he’s up to the
challen e.”

Former Mayor  Rudolph
Giuliani, Kerik’s boss in city gov-
ernment and later at a private
consulting firm, told the Associat-
ed Press the former undercover
detective will surprise many with-
in the sprawling bureaucracy of
homeland security.

“When you see him, he’s a big
strong guy and a black belt,” said
Giuliani. “What you get to know
when you work with him is how

mart he is ... how effective and
sophisticated a manager he is.”

N.Y. police officer rescued from WTC on 9/ 11 retires

BY ERIN MCCLAM
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — A Port Authority rookie
detective who was among the last people
pulled out alive from the rubble of the
World Trade Center on Sept. 11, 2001, re-
tired from the force. “I was just a cop doing
my job,” he said during an emotional fare-
well Thursday.

Will Jimeno, 37, graduated from police
academy and joined the Port Authority
force in January 2001 in a ceremony at the
trade center, where eight months later he
nearly died.

With the collapsed ruins of Tower One
around him, his left leg and foot crushed, Ji-
meno made his peace with God and
thought mostly about the unborn second
child he thought he would not live to see.

After 13 hours buried under 20 feet of
rubble, Jimeno was pulled free.

“I am no different than anyone else,” Ji-
meno said during a farewell ceremony at
the Port Authority bus terminal that includ-
ed a bagpipe-and-drum band.

Jimeno lost his composure only once dur-
ing the ceremony — when he thanked re-
tired Port Authority police Sgt. John
McLoughlin, who was trapped even longer
that day, for 22 hours.

Buried alive together, the two men
talked, encouraging each other to survive.

Jimeno looked at McLoughlin, who was
dressed in a blazer and tie and still walks
with a hobble, and said: “If I had it to do
over again, I'd do it over again with you.”

Jimeno, who still undergoes rehabilita-
tion and is often in pain, said he is not cer-
tain what he will do in retirement, but that
he would like to work with law enforce-
ment, perhaps helping other officers who
have been injured on duty.

“I'm going to miss the job,” he said. “But
it’s not the job you miss so much as the fam-
ily. You guys in blue.”

Speakers at the ceremony recalled the
37 fallen Port Authority police officers —
“immortal heroes,” in the words of a chap-
lain’s prayer — who were among the 2,749
people who died at the trade center.

Port Authority Police
Detective William
Jimeno, left, fights
tears and embraces
fellow officer Victor
Otero during a
ceremony for his final
roll call in New York on
Thursday. Jimeno was
one of five officers who
rushed to the World
Trade Center on Sept.
11, 2001. When the
towers collapsed he
was buried for 13
hours and was one the
last people pulled out
alive.

AP

“Know this — that you will always be a

member of this police department,” Port
Authority Chief of Department Christo-
pher Trucillo said.

“You're one of us, and we'll never com-

pletely let you go.”

In attendance were other Port Authority
officials, Jimeno's parents, wife and two
daughters — including Olivia, who was
born Nov. 26, 2001.

Crowds turn out for tree lighting

AP

The National Christmas tree is lit in front of the White House during the
annual tree lighting ceremony in Washington on Thursday.

Bush pushes for deal on intelligence bill

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Bush told lawmakers Friday he is
working as hard as possible to
strike a deal on legislation to im-
plement the Sept 11 commis-
sion’s recommendations on how
to make the country safer from
terrorist attack.

Bush told House and Senate
members at the White House that
“he’s working on it as hard as he
can,” said Sen. Mike Enzi,
R-Wyo., who briefed reporters
after the session.

The president’s task may have
been made easier on Thursday
when the nation’s top military of-
ficer said lawmakers had ade-
quately addressed a provision in
the bill that he had objected to
publicly.

Two influential House lawmak-
ers — Armed Services Commit-
tee Chairman Duncan Hunter,
R-Calif,, and Judiciary Commit-
tee Chairman James Sensenbren-
ner, R-Wis. — were still opposing
legislation that would create a na-
tional intelligence director and a

national counterterrorism center
to face terrorist threats.

Negotiators are working down
to the wire in hopes of getting an
agreement so the House can vote
Monday. If the House goes ahead,
the Senate could act Tuesday and
send the legislation to the White
House for Bush’s signature.

The president on Thursday
called House Speaker Dennis
Hastert, R-1IL, and Senate Majori-
ty Leader Bill Frist, R-Tenn., and
told them he wants an intelli-
gence bill completed. Bush was
expected to send a letter Friday
to Congress laying out his wishes.

U.S.: Iran seeks ICBMs

'WASHINGTON — Interception of several technol-
ogy shipments to Iran has bolstered U.S. suspicions
that Iran is secretly developing an intercontinental
ballistic missile that could threaten Europe and pos-

sibly the United States.

An intelligence report this week to Congress said
North Korea, China and parts of the former Soviet
Union provided Iran through the end of last year

Moussaoui trial delayed

ALEXANDRIA, Va. — Terrorism defendant Zac-
arias Moussaoui will not go on trial anytime soon be-
cause of pretrial disputes over his access to al-Qaida
witnesses and his eligibility for the death penalty, a

trial judge said Friday.

request.

with bz
pertise.

The report said Iran was “also pursuing long-

er-range ballistic missiles.”

and ex-

Prosecutors had asked that the trial begin May 31,
but U.S. District Judge Leonie Brinkema denied the
Moussaoui,
charged in the conspiracy that led to the Sept. 11 at-

the only U.S. defendant

tacks, is being held at Alexandria’s detention center

in &he Washington suburbs.

From The Associated Press
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Panel nixes proposal
for new libido patch

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — In a move
that could chill excitement about
experimental drugs to treat fe-
male sexual dysfunction, federal
advisers refused to endorse a new
testosterone patch for women.

Procter & Gamble sought to
market the Intrinsa patch to
women with im-
paired libido due

about exposing millions of Ameri-
can women to heart attack and
stroke risks to gain a marginal in-
crease in sexual satisfaction.
Clinical trials showed that
women who applied the patch to
their abdomen twice weekly had
one more “satisfying sexual
event” per four weeks than did
women given a placebo, accord-
ing to the data
to the

to surgical re-
moval of their
ovaries. The com-
pany told a Food
and Drug Admin-
istration adviso-
ry panel that the |
drug  ha

cerns in clinical

advisory panel.

Nissen  said
Procter & Gam-
ble needs to
study at least
5,000 women for
several years to
see if the test-
osterone  patch

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Republicans kept the
‘White House and control of Congress this year, but
the Democratic National Committee can take so-
lace in an unexpected victory: It outraised its Re-
publican rival by millions of dollars.

Figures the DNC filed with the Federal Election
Commission on Thursday showed the Democratic
committee took in about $17 million more than the
Republican National Committee from January
2003 to late November.

DNC Chairman Terry McAuliffe said he consid-
ered the fund raising — combined with a lack of
debt — all the more remarkable because the party
finished the 2000 presidential race with $18 mil-
lion in bills to pay.

“We now have money in the bank, we have no
debt, we have millions and millions of small do-
nors, grass-roots. And we're very proud of what we
did,” interview.

raises cardiovas-

trials. PROCTER AND GAMBLE Co./Ap  cular risk. Heart
However, the N N disease is al-

advisory commit- Federal health advisers said ready the No. 1

tee was unani- Thursday that the Intrinsa patch  Killer of Ameri-

mous Thursday:  should not be approved until can women.

More  research more studies are completed. Nissen  ac-

was needed. knowledged the
The FDA is

not bound by the committee’s rec-
ommendation, though the agency
usually follows such guidance. An
FDA decision on Intrinsa is ex-
pected in a few weeks.

Panel member Dr. Steven Nis-
sen, a Cleveland Clinic Founda-
tion cardiologist, said he worried

Message for our men and women in uniform...

WE ARE PROUD OF YOU!

drug’s potential. “The number of
men who take Viagra is enor-
mous,” he said. “Why would
‘women be any different? I think
there s a huge demand for this

ag

, agency officials noted a
lack of controlled safety data for
women who had used Intrinsa
Jonger than six months.

From coast to coast; thousands of Americans

are grateful for what you do'and want to show you

thar they care. To see the acrions and m

of support from these groups and individuals from

all across Arnerica, visit wwiistripes.com,

This is just & small roken ofa]_jprecialiun, A WAy 1O SAV..

as well!

said ina

The DNC raised $402 million from January 2003
through Nov. 22, the period covered in its new cam-
paign finance report. The Republican National
Committee said it took in $385 million and wasn’t
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edge.

“I think that you had an energized and engaged
electorate this election cycle on both sides of the
aisle, and that’s reﬂected in the fund-raising totals
that you're seeing,” RNC spokesman Brian Jones

Sull added Jones, “The bottom line at the end of
the day is we won. We did what we needed to do.”
Besides keeping the White House, the Republican
Party strengthened its House and Senate majori-
ties in the Nov. 2 election.

The Democratic total is noteworthy in part be-
cause the DNC had been operating at a multimil-
lion-dollar disadvantage. After a financial surge
during President Bill Clinton’s years in the White
House, it found itself with no sitting president or
congressional majority leaders to woo donors.

Strategists in both parties had predicted that a
‘campaign finance law imposing new contribution
limits after the 2002 elections would hit the Demo-
cratic Party harder than the Republicans.

The Democrats historically were more reliant
on the unlimited checks from unions and others
that the new law banned, while the Republican
Party was much better at collecting lots of small
donations.

Mother indicted for capital murder

MCKINNEY, Texas — A 35-year-old Plano
woman who admitted to killing her baby by sever-
ing the girl’s arms has been indicted on a capital
murder charge.

A Collin County grand jury on Thursday issued
the indictment against Dena Schlosser, who re-
mains in the county jail.

Schlosser admitted to a 911 operator on Nov. 22
that she severed the arms of 10-month-old Marga-
ret, who died shortly afterward in a hospital.

Schlosser, who was treated for postpartum depres-
sion during a Child Protective Services neglect in-
vestigation early this year, was found in her apart-
ment, covered in blood, still holding a knife and lis-
tening to a church hymn.

A judge granted CPS temporary custody of the
Schlossers’ other girls — ages 6 and 9 — after CPS
determined their father failed to protect his chil-
dren from their mother. CPS will ask a judge Friday
to extend temporary custody indefinitely.

From The Associated Press
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John Smith, tunnel finishers lead engineer, points out a leak in a roof

girder bay for the Big

ighway tunnel project in downtown Boston,

during a media site visit at the tunnel Friday.

Work ongoing to halt
all seeps and leaks in
Boston’s Big Dig walls

BY THEO EMERY
The Associated Press

BOSTON — As the city sleeps
overhead, teams of men and
women clad in white jumpsuits
labor underground in the dark re-
cesses of the Big Dig, waterproof-
ing the tunnel where water drips
and seeps.

Early Friday morning, there
were four teams working in the
cramped bays atop the Interstate
93 tunnel where the walls join the
roof, pumping rubbery grout into
joints to stop the hundreds of
leaks in the $14.6 billion project.

The Turnpike Authority ferried
reporters into the tunnel to look at
the waterproofing work that has
been ongoing since the tunnel’s
completion, and that will likely
continue throughout its life.

Turnpike Authority Chairman
Matthew J. Amorello said that the
nighttime waterproofing was fix-
ing a different problem than the
massive leak that erupted in Sep-
tember because of a construction
flaw in the tunnel wall.

The eight-inch gusher, which
backed up traffic for 10 miles,
was the result of water forcing its

way through a fissure in the con-
crete created by debris.

hat leak was the subject of a
hearing Thursday on Beacon
Hill, during which officials with
the engineering firm Bechtel/Par-
sons Brinckerhoff apologized for
not fixing the problem when they
had two chances to do so.

The Turnpike Authority loaded
reporters and photographers into
vans, drove them into the tunnel
and deposited them in the closed,
leftmost two lanes of the north-
bound tunnel. The reporters were
loaded onto a scissor lift that
raised them through the roof into
the overhead exhaust area called
the plenum. From there, firemen
and workmen guided them
through the gloom to one of the
500 or so leaking bays.

Engineer John Smith pointed
to where the groundwater has
been seeping down the wall

ngineers are stopping the
leaks by drilling holes into the old
waterproofing, inserting a tube,
then  forcing _quick-hardening
grout into the holes using a hy-
draulic pump.

“We don’t want any water.
We're going to get them to a wa-
tertight condition,” Smith said.

Verona Johnston, oldest
American, dead at age 114

The Associated Press

WORTHINGTON, Ohio —
America’s oldest person, a
114-year-old woman who had the
thinnest file in her doctor’s office,
has died.

Verona Johnston died Wednes-
day at home in Worthington, said
her daughter, Julie Johnson.

Johnson said her mother was
“ready to go,” and that shortly be-
fore her death she said: “Dying is
hard, but everyone has to do it,
and I hope I do it well.”

Johnston moved to Ohio at age
98 to live with Johnson and her
husband, both in their 80s.

She was born Aug. 6, 1890, in In-
dianola, Iowa. She was the eighth

of nine children born to Civil War
veteran Joseph Calhoun and
Emma Speer Calhoun.

Johnston voted in every elec-
tion since women earned the
right in 1920, even casting an ab-
sentee ballot in November.

Relatives said Johnston lived a
wholesome life, rarely visited doc-
tors and never used the deduct-
ible on her health insurance.

Johnston attended Drake Uni-
versity in Des Moines, lowa,
where she studied Latin and grad-
uated in 1912. At the time, tuition
was $54 per year.

Johnston taught Latin in high
schools across Iowa. She married
Harry Johnston, an Iowa physi-
cian who died in 1970.
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Prescription drug use
steadily rising in U.S.

BY RANDOLPH E. SCHMID
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Americans
are cramming their medicine
chests ever fuller in the struggle
to lower cholesterol, treat depres-
sion, reduce inflammation and
ease other illnesses.

More than 40 percent of the
population is taking at least one
prescription drug and one person
in every six takes three or more,
the government said Thursday.
Both figures are up about S per-
centage points in recent years.

“The fact is that we have more
drugs available that actually do
help people,” said Dr. Ellsworth
C. Seeley, who teaches medicine
at the University of Kentucky. He
cited drugs to deal with high
blood pressure, cholesterol and
help diabetics, among others.

Dennis Shea, a professor at
Pennsylvania State University’s
college of health and human de-
velopment, found mixed news in
the report.

“Certainly, in the 1990s there
were lots of advances in being bet-
ter able to target drugs to condi-
tions,” he said. “But there is that
danger that people are overmedi-
cating ... taking so many medica-
tions that they can interact, make
one ineffective or cause harm.”

And, he added, “Americans
seem to look for that magic pill,
don’t they?” The benefits of im-
proved diet and exercise can ex-
tend beyond any single ailment,
he added.

Seeley said the increase may re-
sult from some overmedication,
but he believes that has some-
times been

Medicated America

A government report on
Americans’ health found that
more than 40 percent take at
least one prescription drug.
Prescription drug use
Percentage of Americans reporting

prescription drug use in the past
month, by age

1or2drugs 3ormore
1999-2000 NN
1988-1994 .

<18 1844 4564

AGE GROUP

65+

Sources: Centers for Disease Control and AP

took at least three, in 1999-2000,
the most recent data available.

Those rates were up from an av-
erage use of 39 percent and 12
percent between 1988 and 1994,
the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention reported. Those
were the most recent data avail-
able.

The report, “Health, United
States 2004,” presents the latest
data collected by CDC, the Nation-
al Center for Health Statistics and
dozens of other federal health
agencies, academic and profes-

sional health associations, and in-
ternational health organizations.

While the report is dated 2004,
it uses the most recent data avail-
able, resulting in findings from
several different years on differ-
ent subjects.

Americans’ life expectancy in-
creased to 77.3 years in 2002, a
record, and deaths from heart dis-
ease, cancer and stroke, the three
leading killers, are all down 1 per-
cent to 3 percent, the analysis
said.

Infant mortality in 2002 was 7.0
infant deaths per 1,000 live
births, up from 6.8 in 2001 and
the first increase since 1958.

The study found spending on
health climbed 9.3 percent in
2002 to $1.6 trillion.

The prevalence of obesity in
people ages 20 to 74 increased
from 47 percent in 1976-80 to 65
percent in 1999-2002, the report
said.

Prescription  drugs, which
make up about one-tenth of the
total medical bill, were the fastest
growing expenditure. The price
of drugs rose 5 percent.

Nearly half of all women report-
ed taking at least one prescription
drug during the month before
being surveyed — 49 percent —
compared with 39 percent of
men. Usage peaked at 84 percent
for people ages 65 and over, with
the top rate at 89 percent for
black women over 65.

Even for people under age 18,
however, nearly one-fourth —
24.1 percent — were taking at
least one prescription medica-
tion. The rate rose to 34.7 percent
between age 18 and 44 and for
those 45 to 64 it was 62.1 percent.

Many elderly need several
drugs to maintain their standard
of living, both agreed.

“And there are drugs that are
not lifesaving drugs in that sense
— such as drugs for migraine
headaches — that have certainly
improved the quality of life for mi-
graine sufferers,” Seeley added.

The annual report on the na-
tion’s health found an average of
Jjust over 44 percent of all Ameri-
cans had taken at least one pre-
scription drug, and 16.5 percent
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Italy train collision

TARANTO, Italy — A freight
train smashed into the back of a
passenger train in southeastern
Italy, injuring S5 people, police
said Friday.

At least part of the passenger
train derailed in the crash at
about 10 p.m. on Thursday at
Palagianello, about 13 miles
north of Taranto in the Puglia re-
gion, the Carabinieri paramilitary
police said.

Six of the S5 injured have been
hospitalized, including a
17-year-old boy reported in seri-
ous condition, the police said.

Further details were not imme-
diately available.

Bosnian robbery

BANJA LUKA, Bosnia-Herze-
govina— Two robbers dressed as
NATO soldiers stole almost $1.3
million from a truck carrying
money for an Austrian bank, po-
lice said Thursday.

The robbery Wednesday came
less than a day before NATO’s
peacekeeping in Bosnia formally
ended. A European Union force
took over from NATO on Thurs-
day.

The two robbers — who have
not been identified by police —
set up a fake checkpoint in the
northwestern village of Ljubace-
vo and stopped a truck carrying
money for Raiffeisen, an Austrian
bank, said Rade Mutic, a police
spokesman. The money was being
transported to the Bosnian trea-
sury, and police are investigating
the theft, Mutic said.

Land mines summit

NAIROBI, Kenya — Delegates
to the first five-year review of an
international treaty to ban
anti-personnel land mines adopt-
ed a five-year plan Friday for
clearing mines, destroying stock-
piles and improving care for vic-
tims.

African leaders said Thursday
that mine-producing countries
had no justification for staying
out of the treaty and, until they
came on board, the goal of a
mine-free world would remain un-
attainable.

Delegates formally adopted the
five-year plan that sets out how
countries can reach the goal of
eliminating land mines by sug-
gesting ways of funding stockpile
destruction and how to care for
victims, most of whom have
long-term needs.

Japan missile research

TOKYO — Japan plans to re-
search and develop a long-range
missile in an apparent reversal of
a post-World War II policy that
permits the military to maintain
an arsenal for defensive purposes
only, media reported Friday.

A’new midterm defense plan
for the year beginning April 1,
2005, includes research for a sur-
face-to-surface missile with a
range of several hundred kilome-
ters, the national Yomiuri newspa-
per reported, citing anonymous
Defense Agency sources.

Japan’s postwar pacifist consti-
tution renounces war and the use
of military force in settling inter-
national disputes.

The government’s top spokes-
man denied a major shift in poli-
cy.

From The Associated Press

Ukraine Court calls election invalid

Supreme Court rules that another
run-off to be held by December 26

BY NATASHA LISOVA
The Associated Press

KIEV, Ukraine — The Su-
preme Court declared the results
of Ukraine’s disputed presiden-
tial run-off election invalid on Fri-
day and ruled that the run-off
should be repeated by Dec. 26,
bringing cheers and fireworks
from tens of thousands of opposi-
tion supporters massed in Kiev's
main square.

The ruling, made after five
days of hearings by the court’s 18
justices, was a major victory for
opposition leader Viktor Yush-
chenko, who had rejected the gov-
ernment’s demands that an entire-
ly new election be held.

The opposition had pinned its
hopes on the court’s ruling in its
bid to overturn the results of the
Nov. 21 run-off vote in which
Prime Minister Viktor Yanuk-
ovych was declared the winner.
The opposition said the vote was
rigged to cheat Yushchenko of vic-
tory.

Fireworks crackled in Indepen-
dence Square, and the opposition
supporters who have massed
there for nearly two weeks waved
orange flags and chanted “Yush-
chenko! Yushchenko!” once the
ruling was announced.

“This is a great victory of all
people who have been standing at
the square, a great victory for
Ukrainian ~ democracy,”  said
Mykola Katerinchuk, the Yush-
chenko lawyer who wrote the ap-
peal.

The court decision was a blow
to outgoing President Leonid
Kuchma — faced with a spiraling
political crisis that undermined
his hopes to ensure he is succeed-
ed by a supporter. Kuchma had
been pressing for an entirely new
election, apparently in hopes of
replacing Yanukovych with a
stronger candidate.

Both sides have promised to
abide by the court’s ruling. There
was no immediate reaction from
Yanukovych or his supporters.

A supporter of Ukrai
as protesters gathe

n oppo:

jon leader Viktor Yushchenko dances
front of the parliament building in Kiev early

Friday. The Supreme Court ruled the election results invalid and the

run-off should be held by Dec. 26.

Representatives from Yanuk-
ovych and the Central Election
C ission left the

The original runoff triggered a
massive pollucal crisis, with tens
of of Y1

 sup-

before the judges
their decision.

Presiding Judge Anatoly Yare-
‘ma said a new run-off vote should
be held by Dec. 26.

rters
Clock v:gu in the capital for the
12th day Friday, as well as a
blockade of official buildings that
has paralyzed the government.

Philippines’
bad weather
leaves many
needing aid

BY OLIVER TEVES
The Associated Press

REAL, Philippines — Helicop-
ters delivered food to famished
survivors and picked up casual-
ties as flash floods began to re-
cede, revealing the magnitude of
a disaster  triggered by
back-to-back  storms that left
more than 650 people dead and
nearly 400 missing in the no
ern Philippines.

Soldiers who reached an isolat-
ed Pacific Ocean village reported
finding about 100 dead. In the
worst-hit town of Real, in nearby
Quezon province, TV images
showed bodies buried beneath
mud and debris with only the
soles of their feet jutting out. Sur-
vivors described the stench of rot-
ting bodies.

Some 170,000 have fled their
homes for higher ground. Health
authorities urged local officials to
bury the dead quickly to avoid dis-

ease.

President Gloria Macapagal Ar-
royo appealed to the nation to
“come together ... [and] reach out
to those who need help.”

“We need one great heave to de-
liver the relief supplies, find the
missing, rescue the isolated, feed
the hungry and shelter the home-
less,” Arroyo said in a televised
statement.

The brunt of the devastation
was wrought by a tropical storm
that blew through northeastern
provinces late Monday, killing at

Two government soldiers pass along an infant into the other end of the

line at a landslide si

Friday, as the typhoon-ravaged town of Real,

east of Manila, remain isolated. More than 600 people had been killed

by Friday, with nearly 400 still mi

least 527 people, military Chief of
Staff Gen. Efren Abu said Friday.

Hardest hit was Quezon prov-
ince, where 484 bodies have been
recovered and 352 people were
still missing, he said.

Typhoon ~ Nanmadol  then
struck the same region Thursday.

While Quezon province bore
the brunt of the storms, about 100
people were found dead in Dum-
ingan, about 60 miles northeast of
Manila, Maj. Gen. Romeo Tolenti-
no told ABS-CBN TV. It was un-
clear where they died in Mon-
day’s storm or the typhoon.

“Our soldiers now are helping
the populace to recover the survi-
vors and bury the dead,” said To-
lentino, the regional military com-

ing, military officials said.

mander. He said landslides were
blocking the road to the village.

The typhoon claimed at least 30
lives in Aurora province, , the Of-
fice of Civil Defense reported.

In Real, Mayor Arsenio Ramal-
losa said there was little typhoon
damage, but that the Monday
storm left scores of dead.

anmadol made landfall late
Thursday with sustained winds of
115 mph and gusts of up to 138
mph. It hit the northern half of
the main island of Luzon at 21
mph before veering north toward
Taiwan early Friday.

Taiwan’s Central Weather Bu-
reau said the typhoon would
bring heavy rains over the week-
end and warned ships in the Tai-
wan Strait to be careful.

EU pushes
Turkey to
recognize
Cyprus

The Associated Press

ANKARA, Turkey — Europe-
an Parliament President Josep
Borrell appealed to Turkey on Fri-
day to recognize the government
of Cyprus officially as the Europe-
an Union prepares to decide
whether to open membership ne-
gotiations with Ankara.

EU leaders are expected to sel
a date to start membership
with Turkey during their Dec
16-17 summit, but Turkey faces
increasing pressure to recognize
Cyprus as a state, because the
Mediterranean island nation —
which joined the EU in May —
will be part of any negotiations on
Turkish membership.

“In order to negotiate and hold
talks with somebody one has to

ence with Turkish Parliament
Speaker Bulent Arinc.

Earlier Friday, visiting Belgian
Foreign Minister Karel De Gucht
also stressed that the Cyprus
pmblem has to be solved.

e question of Cyprus is not
a precondition to open talks for
us, but it is evident that this prob-
lem has to be solved,” De Gucht
said.

Turkey said recognizing Cy-
prus was not one of the criteria
for EU membership.
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EDITOR

Tobacco isn’t glorified

I think it goes without saying that the com-
mand does not glorify the use of tobacco
products (“Don’t glorify tobacco,” letter,
Nov. 23). The picture taken of the Marine
was taken by a photojournalist from the Los
Angeles Times.

Soldiers know the risks of smoking and
the hazards of tobacco products. This photo
was taken of a Marine who had just finished
intense fighting in Iraq. Not to condone
smoking but, as a soldier, I feel that if you
can die and fight for your «.ounlry, then you
well deserve a “smoke” bre:

Our command on all leve el of the military
goes to great lengths to advise soldiers of
the risks of tobacco products.

As 1 sit comfortably here in Germany, T
would just like to express my gratitude to
the soldiers fighting hard in Irag. This
so-called “pin-up” does not condone smok-
ing but shows the spirit of a young Marine
fighting hard for his country.

I'would like to know how the letter writer
calms his nerves when bullets are flying
over his head and his best friends that he
has served with are dying at his side.

To all the soldiers fighting hard and who
don’t have the comfort or the time to re-
spond to “Don’t glorify tobacco,” this is for
you. I am sure that if you can operate all the
equipment that the high-tech military uses
today, you know the risks of tobacco prod-
uet

S.

With all due respect, I believe that the let-
ter writer has forgotten Article 89 of the Uni-
form Code of Military Justice in regard to
disrespect toward superior commissioned
officers, in regard to the statement of gener-
al officers making posters about the stupidi-
ty of smoking. Our general officers are
doing an outstanding job and I am sure they
could do without the attack by a fellow com-
missioned officer.

Sgt. Joshua Stevens
Stuttgart, Germany

Behind-the-lines Gls work hard

T keep reading letters telling soldiers in
Kuwait, Arifjan and other posts behind the
lines to stop their complaining, that they
have no complaints. These soldiers believe
if you aren’t in Iraq getting shot at, you
aren’t in combat. I'm tired of hearing this.

T have been in the infantry for eight years

Dooneshury

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. Al etters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. W reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Stripes Stars and Stripes
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330

APO AE 09211 64345 Griesheim

Via fax: [Country code +49] (0) 6155/601395;
DSN 349-8395

E-mail: letters@mail.estripes.osd.mil

on active duty, then in transportation in the
National Guard for six and now I'm in fi-
nance.

T have been deployed and on the front
lines. I have been shot at, mortared and
whatever else they could throw at us. Now,
after being deployed for Operation Iraqi
Freedom 1, 'm back here for OIF-33. The
only difference is that I am in Kuwait, “be-
hind the lines.”

Tsaw a lot the first time; had a lot to com-
plain about, but still drove on. Now, I might
not see all that, but I still have problems
here, and trust me, we might have it good
here, but we still want to be home.

eing in finance, I see the hard work
these scldiers do, the hours they put in, the
crap they put up with from soldiers who
think everything is finance’s fault.

The other support units have it the same
way. We do work hard here to support the
front lines. The bullets might be missing,
but the stress is still here. In the end, we all
deal with being away from home.

So I wish these front-line soldiers would
come down off their “Hooah-ness” and stop
knocking the behind-the-lines soldiers for
their duty assignments.

We all have a job to complete and then go
home, so let’s do it together and get out of
this place.

Staff Sgt. William Gazar
Doha, Kuwait
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He wants to go ‘north’

I am one of the “whining soldiers” ad-
dressed in “Start acting like soldiers,” (let-
ter, Nov. 26.)

1 dislike Doha and anything to do with Ku-
wait. 1 would prefer to be in Iraq, doing
what I was trained for but, instead, I am rele-
gated to Kuwait, mopping up after all those
who walk around here with the attitude,
“I'm a combat vet! Outta my way!”

Unfortunately, I am the only military po-
liceman assigned to my current installation.
I deal with many issues that are Lommand
issues, not something for the

have gone as far as volunleermg for as-
signments in Iraq, volunteering to extend,
and volunteering to even forgo extra incen-
tive pay for my extra time.

My pleas have gone unanswered. I am a
reservist and a police officer in my other
life, and I long to train other officers.

1f you know of a way to get me “north,” I
am all ears. If not, remember some of us are
not happy to be here and would change plac-
es with you in a heartbeat.

Sgt. Steve Van Erden
Camp Doha, Kuwait

Too much detail in print

While in general I am impressed with the
standard and level of reporting within Stars
and Stripes, I feel that at times the informa-
tion supplied is more than is required to in-
form Stripes readers of current events.

An example of such reporting is the arti-
cle “Iraqi training in Egypt,” (Mideast edi-
tion, Nov. 29). Not only does this article tell
of the training of an Iraqi infantry company
in Egypt, it also gives unit locations and ex-
pected date of return.

Members of the Iraqi military and police
forces are trying to operate in difficult cir-
cumstances; many are constantly at risk of
execution tor ‘being members of such organi-
zations. 'm sure that insurgent intelligence
officers read Stripes with as much interest
as I do. Let's not make his job easier by giv-
ing him more detail than he requires. It
would make sad and disturbing reading in a
future issue of the finding of a number of
Iraqi soldiers’ bodies who disappeared re-
turning from a training exercise in Egypt.
Remember: Careless talk costs lives.

Mark Thompson
Baghdad

BY GARRY TRUDEAU
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Victims still fighting for justice in Bhopal

20 years after world’s worst industrial disaster, people still weep while others move on

BY NIRMALA GEORGE
The Associated Press

BHOPAL, India — Twenty years after a
cloud of deadly gas savaged the central In-
dian city of Bhopal, about 1,500 demonstra-
tors and survivors marched through the
streets on Friday, demanding justice for
those still suffering the effects of the
world’s worst industrial disaster.

‘The crowd — spanning all ages of Indian
society — shouted and waved signs as they
walked through Bhopal’s streets.

“Never again should a Bhopal happen
anywhere in the world,” Balkrishna Nam-
dev, a rights activist, told the crowd that
gathered outside the graffiti-covered walls
of the abandoned Union Carbide factory.
“However long it takes, our struggles to get
justice will go on.”

On Dec. 3, 1984, about 40 tons of poison-
ous gas leaked from the pesticide plant, kill-
ing at least 10,000 people and affecting
more than 555,000 others, although the
exact number of victims has never been
clear. Many died over the years due to
gas-related illnesses, like lung cancer, kid-
ney failure and liver disease.

Despite Friday’s flurry of attention, few
people here believed the victims would be
remembered very long once the television
crews, journalists and organizers left.

AP

Survivors of the Union Carbide tragedy hold photographs of relatives who died in the gas
leak during a candlelight vigil on the 20th anniversary of the tragedy in India on Thursday.

Organizers had predicted a turnout of
several thousand people, but in the end
only about 1,500 came, said Hari Narayan,
alocal police officer.

Earlier in the day, at least three protest
rallies organized by different groups of
Bhopal residents and aid groups working
with disaster victims marched through the
city before arriving at the factory gates.

“Don’t forget the victims of the genocide
in Bhopal!” “Death to Dow!” and “We will
fight, we will win!” the protesters shouted.
Their banners carried similar slogans, ac-
cusing Union Carbide and Dow Chemical
Co. of inadequate compensation and medi-
cal help for the victims.

Another group of protesters staged a

mock funeral procession for Warren
Anderson, then-CEO of Union Carbide. A
straw-filled effigy of Anderson was later
set aflame amid shouted slogans.

‘While millions of dollars in compensa-
tion has been set aside, much of the money
has been tied up by bureaucratic and legal
issues and many people have received lit-
tle or nothing.

“For the last 20 years, I've been visiting
the hospital and government offices, beg-
ging for compensation to take care of my
two children,” said Leelaben Aherwar,
‘whose baby girl survived the gas leak but
immediately afterward began showing
signs of mental and physical retardation.

Her son, born a few years later, suffers
from similar problems.

So far, she has received about $360.
Union Carbide paid $470 million under a
settlement with India's government in
1989. But only part of that amount has
reached the victims.

Union Carbide insists the tragedy was
due to sabotage by a disgruntled employee
and not shoddy safety standards or faulty
plant design, as claimed by many activists.

Union Carbide said in a statement that it
spent more than $2 million when it sold its
stake in Union Carbide India Ltd. and the
local company was renamed Eveready In-
dustries.

Gas explosion badly burns 6 in
community north of Acapulco

The Associated Press

ACAPULCO, Mexico — Five
hundred cylinders of LP gas ex-
ploded at a distributorship early
Thursday in a community north
of Acapulco, killing one person
and seriously burning several
other workers.

The 45- and 70-pound cylinders
had been loaded onto four deliv-
ery trucks, which were destroyed
in the blast, Acapulco Civil Protec-
tion Director Arturo Sabas de la

Rosa said.

Gilberto Benitez, a local offi-
cial, said it appeared the workers
were dragging a gas tank when it
exploded, causing other tanks to
do the same.

The accident happened before
dawn at Gas Mundial, or “World-
wide Gas,” a distributorship locat-
ed in the city of Tierra Colora-
da,45 miles north of the Pacific re-
sort city of Acapulco.

Several workers were hospital-

ized with third-degree burns. At
least 800 gallons of gas stored at
the site were not affected, de la
Rosa said.

1t took fire fighters and rescue
officials from several surround-
ing cities about three hours to con-
trol the fire resulting from the ex-
plosion.

Also Thursday, in eastern Mexi-
co, a fuel tank being used to help
repave a highway exploded, kill-
ing two workers. Officials were in-
vestigating the cause.

Desperate Mexican town pins hopes
on salesman to eliminate rat problem

The Associated Press

ATASCADEROS, Mexico —
This remote farming town in
northwestern Mexico has tried
just about everything to rid itself
of rats: cats, poison and even cash
rewards for killing the thousands
of rodents infesting businesses
and destroying the corn harvest.

So when retired Massachusetts
salesman Stephen Petren called
and said he had a foolproof meth-
od, local officials took him up on
it.

Petren, 71, from Holliston,
Mass., decided he could help this
town of 3,000 in the rugged
Tarahumara mountains  after
reading an article about farmers
battling a plague of rats. He flew
to El Paso, Texas, where he met
Mexican officials who drove him
16 hours to Atascaderos.

Petren came armed with molas-

ses, empty oil drums, paper and
string for a method he learned in
1951 from his biology professor, a

World War II soldier.
With some translation help
from this reporter, Petren

showed the men how the open
end of the drum had to be cov-
ered tightly with paper and se-
cured with string. A mix of molas-
ses and corn would be placed on
top of the drum as bait and a lad-
der would have to be built so the
rats could have easy access.

The magic, Petren said, con-
sists of cutting a cross through
the paper, filling a third of the
drum with water and removing
the last step on the ladder.

“The rats will come to get their
dessert, and they will be forced to
jump and will fall in the drum
and drown,” Petren said as the
men looked at him with blank ex-
pressions.

AP

Victor Vargas, inhabitant of Atas-
caderos, State Chihuahua, holds
dead rats found in his farm on
Monday.

Japan apologizes

TOKYO — A top Japanese
government official apologized
Friday to two former sex slaves
forced to serve Japan’s military
during World War II, an official
said.

“From the bottom of my
heart, I apologize and regret the
harm done to the honor and dig-
nity of women during the war,”
Chief Cabinet Secretary Hiroyu-
ki Hosoda said in a meeting wnh
the women, according to Yu Ka-
meoka, an official from the
prime minister’s office.

The two women — identified
by Kyodo News as Yi Yongsu,

, lij
pines — were in Tokyo as part
of an awareness campaign to re-
count the abuse they suffered as
sex slaves, known in Japan by

the  euphemism  ‘“comfort
women,” who were forced to
work in front-line military broth-
els.

Playboy comes to China

SHANGHAL, China — Iconic
brand Playboy plans to open a
club in China’s commercial capi-
tal of Shanghai — a first for the
communist nation which still
bans the company’s flagship
men’s magazine.

A formal announcement of
the move was expected at a
news conference by Playboy En-
terprises International Inc. and
Shanghai Entertainment Ltd.
planned for Tuesday.

Beauty  contests,  once
frowned upon, have been widely
embraced in recent years, wit
the southern city of Sanya this
week hosting the Miss World
pageant for the second year run-

ning.

However, China still bans the
sale of Plavboy and other maga-
zines featuri of

such volumes are sold legally as
al

Stolen bust returned

0SLO, Norway — The stolen
head of a bust portraying Norwe-
gian artist Edvard Munch has
been returned to the statue —
polished and sporting a neck tie,
police said Thursday.

The head of the bust by Nor-
wegian sculptor Arne Durban,
one of the country’s best known
artists, was stolen Nov. 18 from
near Munch’s grave in Our Sav-
ior’s Cemetery.

It was found atop the bust
again Thursday. Police had no
comment about who may have
stolen it, but the newspaper Dag-
bladet, which first reported the
return on its Web site, speculat-
ed that it may have been a
pranl

The theft came nearly three
months after two of Munch’s
masterpieces, “The Scream”
and “Madonna,” were stolen
from an Oslo museum bearing
his name.

Draft dodging conviction

ATHENS, Greece — A Greek
beekeeper turned terrorist who
is serving multiple life terms for
his role in assassination of near-
ly two dozen people was sen-
tenced Thursday to an addition-
al two years for draft dodgi

Dimitris Koufodinas, 46, chief
assassin for the November 17
terrorist group and also known
as “Poison Hand,” was convict-
ed by a military court for avoid-
ing the draft when he turned 18.
Military service is mandatory
for all Greek men aged 18 to 54.

November 17 was blamed for
23 killings and dozens of bomb
and rocket attacks since 1975.
Its victims included diplomats
and military officials from Brit-
ain, Turkey and the United
States.

ng
naked women, although some

From The Associated Press
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Remember the thrill of go-karting as a kid? With the MINI Cooper,
the only difference is that you get to wear a suit. With superior grip,
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Contact your local MINI Military Sales agent today for information
and assistance.
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Insanity claim

TAMPA Debra

Lafave, the middle
school teacher accused of
having sex with a
14-year-old student, will
claim she was insane at the
time of the alleged encoun-
ters.

Lafave’s attorney,
John Fitzgibbons, an-
nounced in court that he
would file notice of
an insanity defense
“in the near future.”

“Debbie has some profound emo-
tional issues that are not her fault,”
Fitzgibbons said afterward.

A cadre of TV camera crews
turned out to capture the
24-year-old Lafave, blond and
blue-eyed, as she entered and left
the courtroom, flanked by her law-
yer and family.

Gone was the smoky eye shadow
and hot red lipstick that have char-
acterized her image on national
TV and on the Internet.

Instead, Lafave showed up for
court Tuesday with muted make-
up, a somber black suit and heels,
her hair demurely pinned back. A
small golden crucifix hung from
her neck.

Lafave has pleaded not guilty to
four felony counts of lewd and las-
civious battery and one count of
lewd and lascivious exhibition,
each of which carry a maximum
15-year prison term.

Lights out for Christmas
EASTLAKE Don’t
blame the Grinch or Eben-

ezer Scrooge if this northeast Ohio

city isn't quite as jolly and bright
for Christmases to come.

City officials say money — or a
lack of it — is causing them to put
costly holiday decorations up for

sale.

In the last 10 years, Eastlake has
spent $130,000 on holiday lights,
displays and banners. Nearly
$50,000 of the cost was offset by do-
nation:

“In the foreseeable future, we're
not going to have the kind of
money to put on that kind of dis-
play,” Mayor Ted Andrzejewski
said recently. “I like the Christmas
season, but we have to do it within

Andrze_]ewskl said he’s willing to
sell the decorations for the right
price. His community about 20
miles northeast of Cleveland has a
$3.2 million budget deficit.

Available items include snow-
ball-throwing teddy bears that cost
the city $7,025, an animated gi-
raffe and a hghted peacock.

Paper sale

PHILADELPHIA — At the

start of the holiday shop-
pmg season, The Philadelphia In-
quirer inadvertently offered an
early bird special of its own.

The early edition of Sunday’s In-
quirer, which is published on Satur-
day, was mistakenly priced at 50
cents instead of the usual $1.50.

“Mistakes happen,” said Aman-
da Bennett, The Inquirer’s editor.
“I wish that wasn’t the case, but it
was. We'll move on.”

Major retailers were notified of
the mistake Saturday morning.

Probestle said retailers who lost
money as a result of the misprint
would be compensated.

About 80,000 copies of the early
edition, also known as the bulldog
edition, are sold at newsstands
each week. The paper’s total Sun-

ROUNDUP

day circulation is about 742,000,
said Probestle.

Gambling crackdown

MONTGOMERY — After a

five-month review of elec-
tronic gambling, Attorney General
Troy King announced he will try to
shut down the newest gambling
site in rural White Hall. He also
warned two dog tracks to replace
electronic machines he considers
illegal.

King, who said he personally op-
poses gambling, said he could not
ban all electronic bingo games as
some gambling foes wanted.

Charitable dog

OLATHE — The Salvation

Army’s 20,000 shiny red
kettles and trademark bell-ringers
are easy to spot, but one helper
stands out — on four legs.

Providence, a 6-year-old Ger-
man wire-haired pointer, is in her
third season as a Salvation Army
volunteer.

She’s able to do all the things her
colleagues do. Providence rings a
bell with her mouth and has also
learned to take donations and put
them in the kettle.

“This is not a drooly-mouth
dug, said her owner, Penny Shaf-

“For a while, however, it looked
as though the dog’s charity work

Trimming the tree

Rob Bingham, who works for
Hollywood Lights, puts up
decorative lights at Gene Coulon
Park in Renton, Wash., while
getting ready for the Clam Lights
2004, which runs through the
holiday season.

would end.

In April, a tumor
was discovered on
o the roof of her mouth.

It was removed, but an-
other one appeared 12
days later.

“They gave her zip
chances,” said Shaffer.
Surgery removed Provi-
dence’s second tumor, three

AL="wd teeth and part of her upper
- Jjaw. Her jaw was reconstruct-

¥ ed, and she had to be on a feed-
ing tube for more than a
month while she healed.

She went through 18 radiation
treatments, and there’s been no re-
currence of cancer.

And on Thursday, Providence re-
turns to her bell-ringing post.

Bordello back in action

VIRGINIA CITY — The

state’s first legal bordello is
set to reopen, but the notorious
Mustang Ranch name may be shut
out of the action.

The Storey County Commission
has granted a brothel license to
Wild Horse Resort & Spa owner
Lance Gilman to operate a second
brothel next to the Wild Horse
about four miles east of the former
Mustang property.

The government seized the Mus-
tang in 1999 after its owners were
convicted of racketeering. Gilman
bought it on eBay for $145,000 and
moved the Mustang buildings to
the Wild Horse site.

The commission will decide at
its next meeting whether to let Gil-
man keep the Mustang Ranch
name, which he says was part of
his purchase.

Oscar Williams, the owner of
Ambient Entertainment of Reno,
claims to have the rights to the
trademark for clothing and other
merchandise and David Burgess,
the owner of the Old Bridge
Ranch also objects to the use of

His brothel is located
next to the former Mustang Ranch
site.

Gilman said he has spent about
$1.5 million on site preparation
and moving the old brothel to his
land.

While the original Mustang has
50 rooms, Wild Horse madam
Susan Austin said the new one
would open with about 20.

Insurance rebates

TRENTON — More than
360,000 New Jerseyans will
receive rebates from the state’s
second-largest auto insurer, the
Department of Banking and Insur-
ance announced. New Jersey Man-
ufacturers is issuing a $59 million
special dividend to state policyhold-
ers. The average rebate for people
who have held the company’s poli-
cies since 2001 or before is $173,
NJM said.
Policyholders who enrolled after
2001 will get an average rebate of

Recycling increases

MADISON — Residential

recycling is on the rise after
several years of decline, state data
show. Residents recycled an aver-
age 267 pounds of waste last year,
6 pounds more than the previous
year. State recycling chief Cynthia
Moore said the market for recy-
cled material is getting stronger.
Overall, Wisconsin residents recy-
cled 735,610 tons of material last
year, an increase of about 21,000
tons from 2002.

. i Neighhors Walt Goodman, left, and
Early snowblowing  goiii 'Im:ny !eamm:: ith snow

shovel and snowblower to clear out a neighbor's snow covered driveway in
Duluth, Minn.

Sgt. Layne Marti, left, of Eldridge, lowa, watches
IH mcmory as Weber Stone President Mike Deutmeyer
guides one of two identical stone memorials into a CH-47 Chinook helicop-
ter from Company F, 106th Aviation of the lowa National Guard at the
‘Weber Stone Company quari Stone City, lowa. The memorials are
destined for the unit's facilities in Davenport and Peoria, lll., in remem-
brance of the three crewmembers killed and two wounded near Fallujah,
Iraq, on Nov. 2, 2003.

High winds caused the top half of the Cowtown
cowboy to topple over, leaving just the legs
standing, in Pilesgrove Township, N.J.

Blown away
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Brave firefighter
time of the blaze.

Looks warm, but isn’t

Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge as seen from Sausalito, Calif. Recent low
temperatures have been breaking records, damaging the state’s strawber-

iboll volunteer firefighter Joe Parish chops through the roof into the burn-

The sun rises Thursday over
Alcatraz Island and the San

ry crop and raised concerns about the health of the homeless.

Construction

Setting up

work for Presi

ing attic of a house fire in Diboll, Texas. The house was unoccupied at the

You're what you eat

Marcia Rondonuwu pretends to
place a bunch a bananas on her
head during a healthy diet class at
Wegmans Supermarket in
Woodbridge, N.J.

nt Bush's inauguration ceremony is under way on the
West Front of the U.S. Capitol in Washington, D.C.

Weather vacancy
TOWER — You betcha it
gets cold up here, but how
will we know how cold this year?
This small i

Business hoom
LAS VEGAS — New Cen-
sus data shows Nevada led
the nation in growth of so-called
i " in 2002.

town that recorded the state’s
record low in 1996 — a pretty
nippy 60 degrees below zero — is
without an official weather observ-
er.

The woman who previously held
the post left in mid-October; she’d
reported Tower's daily tempera-
ture and precipitation since 1972.

In the meantime, highs and lows
are being recorded at a building in
town that stands at a higher eleva-
tion than the official weather sta-
tion. Colder air typically drains into
the valley.

Tower, about 35 miles south of
the Canadian border, and nearby
Embarrass usually vie for Minneso-
ta’s daily low, forecasters say.

Both towns are generally apart
by a degree or two.

Mike Stewart, meteorologist in
charge of the National Weather Ser-
vice in Duluth, said the agency is
searching for a replacement to fill
the spot in the valley.

Embarrass still has an official ob-
server, Stewart said. The low there
was 8 below zero Monday.

St. Helens pollution

VANCOUVER — Since it

began erupting in October,
Mount St. Helens has been Wash-
ington’s worst air polluter. The vol-
cano spews 50 to 250 tons of sulfur
dioxide into the air each day, the
U.S. Geological Survey said. That
compares to about 120 tons a day
from all the state’s industries com-
bined. Sulfur dioxide is the gas
that causes acid rain and contrib-
utes to haze.

Boar killings

PITTSBURGH — News

that the Pig Farm, a private
hunting ground, is best known for
its immense pigs probably doesn’t
come as a great surprise.

What is surprising is that some-
one would go to the trouble of
sneaking to the perimeter of the
grounds, shooting and killing a
dozen or so wild boars, then leav-
ing the carcasses behind.

“Idon’t think it would be an acci-
dent,” said Mario Schiavo, a Penn-
sylvania State Police trooper.

Whoever killed the animals, Schi-
avo said, would have probably shot
through, or above, the electrified
fence that surrounds the hunting
ground, which is 80 acres, or the
size of about 60 football fields. As
for motive, Schiavo said it could
have been a prank, or someone
who’s angry with the park’s owner,
or someone who really, intensely
dislikes boars.

“Who knows?” Schiavo said.
“People don’t have anything better
to do than to cause grief for other
people, I guess.”

Pension predicament

CHARLESTON — The

West Virginia Supreme
Court says the state can’t sell $3.9
billion in bonds to shore up its pen-
sion funds without voter approval.
The justices say the bond sale
would violate the state constitu-
tion, which requires a voter-ap-
proved amendment before the
state takes on new debt. Gov. Bob
Wise argued that the bonds would
refinance existing debt and not con-
stitute new debt.

The survey found just over
128,000 of these businesses, which
have one or more owners but no em-
ployees. The state reported a 7.9
percent rise from 2001. Nationally,
the number of nonemployer busi-
nesses grew 3.9 percent to 17.6 mil-
lion in 2002.

Flu shots for elderly

BOSTON — State resi-

dents 65 and older now
qualify for flu shots under eased re-
strictions announced by the De-
partment of Public Health. Earlier
this fall, the state responded to the
vaccine shortage by barring adults
under 75 from receiving the shot.
Officials said more vaccine has be-
come available lately.

Pheasants safe for now

PIERRE — A judge struck

down a new state law that
let road hunters shoot at pheasants
after they leave the roadway and
fly over adjacent private land. Two
ranch couples argued that the 2003
law was unconstitutional because
it made private property available
to the public without compensa-
tion. The state has said the law
doesn’t take private property for
public use.

Dragging death
HOUSTON — A man who
was dragged along a free-
way by his girlfriend’s car in
rush-hour traffic, then thrown into
the air, has died at a hospital from
his injuries.

The victim’s arm may have been
severed — or at least badly man-
gled — in the ordeal, said police.
The 43-year-old man’s girlfriend
told investigators she blacked out
and doesn’t remember the event.

Dewey Dale Whitehead of Buna
died at Ben Taub Hospital around
8:30 p.m. Tuesday night.

Whitehead and his girlfriend had
driven to Houston from the East
Texas town for a doctor’s appoint-
‘ment on Tuesday. The woman sud-
denly stopped the car in the right
lane of traffic of the East Freeway
shortly after 3 p.m. Witnesses said
‘Whitehead, who was in the front pas-
senger’s seat, got out and walked
around to the driver’s side, opened
the door and stood talking to her.

“The next thing the witnesses
know, she floors it, and she’s appar-
ently moving at a pretty good clip
— and he’s hanging on the side of
the vehicle,” Police Department
Homicide Sgt. Mark Newcomb told
the Houston Chronicle in Thurs-
day’s editions.

The car was moving an estimat-
ed S0 mph or more as Whitehead
was dragged along the freeway
shoulder, passing other vehicles
that were stuck in rush-hour traf-
fic, witnesses said.

The 24-year-old woman side-
swiped another vehicle as her car
reached a narrowed portion of the
freeway. That propelled White-
head into the air over his girl-
friend’s car and he landed in a

Whitehead’s girlfriend sustained
‘minor injuries.

Newcomb said the woman was
taking prescription medication,
but it was unknown if that played
any role in the events.

Stories and photos from wire services
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FACES
There’s no denymg

BY CHELSEA J. CARTER
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Love them or hate them,
there’s no denying Bon Jovi's accomplish-
ments.

The New Jersey rockers roared on the
scene  two  decades ago  with
power-chord-driven guitars and work-
ing-class sensibilities that elevated the
group, once considered the quintessential
’80s pop-metal band, to multiplatinum sta-
tus.

But as many of their music counterparts
fell by the wayside, Bon Jovi managed to re-
tain its status and audience by sticking to
straightforward rock music. Along the way,
they racked up one multiplatinum album
after another, captured a remarkable num-
ber of hit singles and managed to stay to-
gether when so many other bands of the era
fell apart.

This year, the band — headed up by
42-year-old Jon Bon Jovi — marks two mile-
stones: Their 20-year anniversary and the
sale of 100 million albums worldwide.

To celebrate, on Nov. 16 the band re-
leased “100,000,000 Bon Jovi Fans Can’t Be
Wrong,” a four-CD box set of 50 songs, in-
cluding 38 never-before-heard songs the
band wrote during its career. It also in-
cludes a handful of rarities, such as songs
from obscure movie inundt_racki and a
DVD featuring band interviews.

Why open up the music vaults now?

Jon Bon Jovi: I've never been very good
at celebrating the moments as the 20 years
have gone by. I was guilty, especially in my
younger years, of running through life with
blinders on. Many of the magic moments
were lost on me because I was always fo-
cused on the next day, the next album, the
next move. As I've gotten older and started
to enjoy it a lot more for what it is, and I
knew this milestone of both the 20 years
and 100 million mark were quickly coming
upon us, I thought ‘Why not? Why not take
the time to accept the pat on the back and
congratulate your band mates and the peo-
ple who have supported you for 20 years
and go into those vaults people have aiways
heard about and were never privy to.

still roc

Bon Jovi performs “It’s My Life/“Have a Nice Day” during rehearsals Nov. 12 for the American Music Awards in Los Angeles.

! i
ISLAND DEF JAM RECORDS/AP

Bon Jovi are, from left, Richie Sambora,

Tico Torres, Jon Bon Jovi and David Bryan.

But 50 songs?

You get value for your money with this
band, that’s for sure. When I thought of this,
and I thought of it quite a while ago, I want-
ed to make sure there was a reason for it.
You know, like the 20th anniversary.

Why is there so much unreleased
material?

As the record industry changed from the
late ’80s until now, especially in Asia and
Europe, you would have to give people so
many B-sides in order to promote singles —
to have hit singles and therefore sell your
records and therefore sell tickets.

We were doing two and three B-sides for
every single we put out.

And because we were diligent every time
we would make a record, we would record
alot of songs to get to the final 12. We were
never one of those kind of bands that would
record 12 songs for the record. We would
write 40 and do detailed demos, which is
what you hear in the box set.

So is there a tour in the works for this?

No. No. NO. We have a new record com-
ing next year that's already done. This is a
mile marker, end of story.

Is there a song or two in the box set that
Yyou consider a gem?

The ballady one that says “These Arms
Are Open All Night,” I just think is so cine-
matic. Any great storyteller from Tom
Waits to Billy Joel could perform the hell
out of it. There was lyrical content in cer-
tain songs that I wish I had been more will-
ing to let go of, and have come out and told
what they meant. I was just a little too
bruised at the time, and wouldn’t put them
out because I always wanted to show the
sunny side, the optimistic side, the uplifting
side.

Go back in time 20 years ago. Is this
everything you thought it would be?

T couldn’t have lied this well 20 years ago.
No one would have believed me, even me.
My idea of fame was a tour bus. northeast
region of the country, three months, the-
aters of 3,000 people. ... I never had aspira-
tions of being in KISS or Led Zeppelin. It’s
funny because growing up in the '70s that
was the biggest, that was the coolest, that
was it. That wasn’t where I was reaching to-
ward. It wasn’t for me. I wanted to be Bob
Dylan.

How much bigger does the ride get?

1 don't think that it's even on my radar.
I'm well over that period. That I know I can
tell you. I'm not chasing anybody’s idea of
what's big anymore.

How do you keep it going at this stage of
the game?

I enjoy it. I enjoy the writing process
first, the recording process second and the
touring process last. I think it’s been that
way with me for a lot of years. But creating
the song, unlike the movement from Seattle
that took all my peers and put them by the
wayside, I wanted to be a rock 'n’ roll star. I
wanted to have people hear my music. If
you were 6 or 60 or if you were from Ameri-
ca or Africa, I wanted you to have heard of
my songs.

I've never changed that. I love when
somebody says “Boy, I like that song” or “I
was influenced by that song” or “It marks a
memory for me” because I had those kind
of memories too when I was kid.

Tenor going on tour

Luciano Pavarotti, long a gi
the opera world, has signed a contract
for a 40-date worldwide farewell tour.

Pavarotti, whose tenor voice has
filled opera halls for more than four
decades, will perform in countries
throughout North and South America,
Europe, Asia, New Zealand and Aus
tralia.

Pavarotti, who recently turned 69
has sold more than 100 million a
bums in his career and has done much
to popularize classical music and
opera.

Bergen joins ‘Legal’ cast

Candice Bergen is joining her first
prime-time TV Series since “Murphy
Brown,” this time as a cast member of
ABC’s “Boston Legal.”
Bergen will
join “Legal” stars
ames  Spader
and William Shat-
ner, playing Shi
ey Schmidt, a
founding partner
of the show’s
focal law firm.

Bergen Globes for her
performance on

“Murphy Brown,” a sitcom about the

Bergen is also to appear as a judge
in the new installment of the “Law &
Order” franchise: “Trial by Jury.”

An urban Martha Stewart

Kimora Lee Simmons has a full
plate. It's probably a solid gold, di:
mond-encrusted plate, but it is defi-
nitely full.

“I think T just sort of keep going,” the
flashy TV personality and Baby Phat
creative director told The Associated
Press. “I take a bunch of things on my
plate, but I have
wonderful people
behind me. And T
only get into

know
about.”

The former
model, wife of
hip-hop  mogul
Russell Simmons
and mother of |
two said she’s
transformed  or,
more  appropri-
ately, branded
herself into a sort of urban Martha
Stewart. But does that mean “Kimora
Lee Living” is on the

“I'm rolling out a home line,” Sim-

led. “I would make paint
and bedding. People ask me all the
time about my home. Where did
you get those pillows? I'm more than
willing to open myself up like that.”

Simmons

Women love Cole’s ‘Song’

Although it's been played many
times, many ways, Nat King Cole’s

he ’ rates as the
nnemane\’\

Fnllowmg Cole is Burl Ives’ “A

Holly Jolly Christmas,” Celine Dion’s
Holy Night” and Bobby Helms’
Jingle Bell Rock.”

Edison Media Research, who
veys radio listeners, recently condi
ed a study of the favorite yuletide
tunes of women ages 30-49 from
across the country.

Charting at the most hated Christ-
mas song? The rephrasing of “O Holy
Night” by “South Pa & character
Eric Cartman.

Stories and photos from wire services
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Foot-weary can do shopping at online malls

BY LESLIE WALKER
The Washington Post

ace it, shopaholics — the

Internet drains much of

the fun out of holiday

shopping and replaces it
with ice-cold efficiency. Who
wouldn’t rather stroll through Ne-
iman Marcus or Best Buy with
their best buddy than sit solo in
front of a computer, eyeballing
page after page of tiny pictures
showing what you could reach out
and touch at real malls?

Busy, savvy people, that’s who.
They realize the Internet magni-
fies shopping prowess, helping
them discover and buy gifts they
might never run across if they re-
lied solely on their feet and tele-
phone — and in a small fraction
of the time it takes to shop the tra-
ditional way.

This seems to be more true
each year as Internet retailers fig-
ure out what online shoppers real-
ly want and add features to help,
such as top-10 lists of hot sellers,
gift picks by category, product rat-
ings and reviews, and filters that
let shoppers sort products by
price, ingredients, colors and
other factors.

I tested many Internet shop-
ping time-savers and gift-idea
generators to prepare this online
holiday shopping guide. I was sur-
prised at how much easier it is to
find and order unusual, foreign,
cheap or luxury products online
today than it was three or four
years ago.

In no time, I stumbled across a
$15 pair of Cozi moccasin slip-

pers my sister might like as a
stocking stuffer at Zappos.com, a
vast Web shoe store. Those I
found by drilling down to the
women's slippers page and click-
ing on the “popularity” button; up
popped the fleece-lined Cozis as
the top seller.

Another gift idea I found might
appeal to my teen-age nephew —
a one-year subscription to Game-
Fly.com, which provides video

T was surprised
at how much
easier it is to

find and order
unusual, foreign,
cheap or luxury
products online
today than it
was three or four
years ago.

game rentals the same way Net-
flix rents movies, by mail. The
site lets subscribers keep one
game at a time for $14 a month or
two for $22.

For my stepmother, I eyeballed
trendy leather bags at Lush-
Bags.com, wondering if she’d like
the $229 multicolor Speedy carry-
all co-created by Louis Vuitton
and Japanese pop artist Takashi
Murakami.

1 resisted the bag, though,
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along with the temptation to send
my embittered Democratic pals
“W 2004” square buttons avail-
able at a discount (for $1.75) from
the George W. Bush Store
(www.georgewbushstore.com).

Equally tempting and equally
resistible was the urge to send Re-
publican pals a $3 “The Right
Choice for America” button from
the Kerrygear
(www.kerrygear.com) site.

Other finds were the $30 print
of the Redskins stadium score-
board, or the $80 Redskins jersey,
both with any name you submit
appearing on them, available
from NFL.com.

Even more fun were framed,
$60 caricature prints you can cre-
ate of loved ones from any photo

you upload at Personalcre-
ations.com.

You could get fancier with the
same idea

Buying Online

The most-popular Web retailers in October.

Company Millions of visitors
eBay 60.33
Amazon 37.49
Wal-Mart 19.05
Dell 12.94
Target 12.86
Overstock.com 12.29
Hewlett-Packard 10.16
Apple Computer 10.14
Best Buy 8.18
Sears 7.64
J.C. Penney 7.47

a
which will create pop art from
any photo starting at $75.

Thad fun with eBay’s new “holi-
day gift wizard,” which locates
gifts for sale on the auction super
site ranging from popular gad-
gets to memorabilia about some-
one’s hometown, name or hero.

You tell the wizard if your recip-
ient is a man, woman, boy or girl;
pick from 10 descriptive catego-
ries such as collector, sports fan
or gadget guru; then answer one
of four questions that pop up, and
it will return an illustrated list of
items for sale on eBay.

For my father I chose the “im-
possible to shop for” category,
then answered a question about
his last name and wound up

EXCHANGE RATES
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chuckling at many of the 7,014
items with “Walker” in their auc-
tion ftitles, including various
“Walker, Texas Ranger” items I
am still mulling over since he has
roots in Texas.

I was intrigued, too, when I
searched on behalf of my best
friend, another “impossible to
shop Tor D person. I answered the
question about her hometown
rather than last name, and up
came 551 items about Wa:hmg-
ton, D.C, including a signed
photo of Mayor Anthony A. Will-
iams, an antique milk bottle from
aD.C. dairy, and antique maps.

LATWP

The auction site also offers a
list of 67 new products being sold
only on eBay through Dec. 15
(www.ebay.com/exclusives),
such as a limited edition “aqua
pet” named Kazu that floats in a
small water chamber and is billed
as an “interactive” companion.

I still find Internet shopping
overwhelming and less fun that
window-shopping with friends,
but it's hard to ignore the ability
to get so much accomplished so
quickly — without the hassle of
standing in holiday cash register
lines.

Money tip of the day

Cents and Sensibility

Bﬂl—paymg personalities

Selfi

NEW YORK — Although ev-
eryone has to pay bills, most peo-
ple don't approach the task in
the same way.

When it comes to paying bills,
Amencdns fall into one of six

Ay Sxchange ates are. hose
available to customers at military bank-
ing facilties n the country of Issuance
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the
Netheriands and the Onited Kingdom:
For nonlocal currency exchange rates
(i purchasing rtish pound in Germa:

ny), check with your local militar
00 faCity. Commercial rafes ars nter-

ank rates provided for reference when
Buying currency. Al floures are foreion
currencies to one dollar, except for the
Bt pound. which o represented in
dollars-to-pound, and the euro, which is

dollars-to-eur0)

PRECIOUS METALS

London close

INTEREST RATES

Prim
Biscount
Federal lunds market rate

3o bond
Sources: The
America

types, reports Lie-
berman Research Group. Which
are you?

E-savvy planner: You are
most excited by new technology
products and services for finan-
cial management. When it
comes to money management,
you're more willing to spend
money on software and other
tools that will help you be more
efficient.

Convenience seeker: You
don’t want to spend a lot of time
and effort paying bills. You look
for the “quick and easy” way to
money management.

You prefer to pay all your bills
from one place — usually your
bank’s Web site, where you can
also track and control your
spending.

D + You find finan-
cial management to be stressful
and time-consuming, so you ac-
tively seek out help to manage
your finances.

You’re most likely to look for
an organizational system that
will help you make a budget and
pay down debt.

Maximizer: You actively man-
age your money to get the most
— whether you're aiming for a
lower interest rate, better credit
score or more frequent-flier
miles. You may pay bills online,
and pay them early, to optimize
cash flow.

Desperate avoider: You're
most likely to be overwhelmed
by financial planning and debts.
One of your key behaviors is
avoiding opening (and paying)
bills.

Paper pusher: You prefer to
handle the entirety of your bill
paying on paper, rather than
take the security risks of making
banking transactions on the In-
ternet.
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EUROPEAN FORECA:

Benelux: Partly cloudy. Highs in the
low 40s, Sunday lows in the mid 30s
tolow 40s.

Non Operational
Use Only

Britain, Ireland: Partly cloudy to most-
Iy cloudy with rainshowers {o the
north. Highs in the low 50s, Sunday
lows in the low 40s to upper 30s.

Croatia and Bosnia: Mostly cloudy
with isolated thunder storms over
higher elevations and rainshowers
late. Highs in the low 50s, Sunday

Ukrae lows in the low 40s.

France: Mostly cloudy. Highs in the
upper 50s to lower 60s, Sunday lows
in the mid 30 to mid 40s.

Northern Germany: Mostly cloudy.
Highs in the low 40s, Sunday lows in
the upper 30s to lower 40s.

Southern Germany: Mostly cloudy.
Highs in the low to mid 40s, Sunday
lows in the upper 20s to mid 30s.

Hungary: Partly cloudy. Highs in the

upper 40s, lows i the mid 20s.

Northern Italy: Mostly cloudy with iso-
lated rainshowers. Highs in the mid
50s, Sunday lows in the mid 40s.

TuRkey

Southern Italy: Mostly cloudy with
rainshowers and isolated rainshow-
ers. Highs in the upper 60s, Sunday
lows in the low 50s.

Izmir
69/50

Kosovo: Mostly cloudy with isolated
thunder storms over the higher ele-
vations. Highs in the mid-50s,
Sunday lows in the mid 40s.

Norway: Mostly cloudy with isolated
i rain/snow showers. Highs in the 40s,
{— Crei Sunday lows in the lower 30s.
Souda Bay
P Portugal, Spain: Mostly cloudy with
rainshowers and isolated thunder
storms. Highs in the mid-50s,
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Horoscope

The lovely trip down memory lane
is sponsored by Mercury retrograde,
your one-stop cosmic shop of litie
horrors. The inner chatter of
“Did | really just do that?”
and “How could | have said
that to him?” will cease
once you come to terms
with the idea that every-
body, even you, is doing the
best possible with the knowl-
edge available at the time.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(December 4). Dazzle the
world with your genius this
year. Draw inspiration from
the arts, and make brilliant
business moves in January.
The spring features a big purchase.
Be daring — believe you can have
more. Singles are adventurous and
enjoy a level of playfulness in their
dating life. But, come June, i's
about setting in and making plans
for the future.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
Someone tries to educate and
inform you, but you're getting anoth-
er feeling from the interaction — like
you're being indoctrinated! You're
probably right. Continue to be an
individual advocate for free thought.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
You have a great appetite for knowl-
edge, and in the quest for it, you'll
loosen your grip on beliefs that have
held you back. The same goes for
negative people. You'l consciously
choose not to return a call.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Because you're aware of your own
energy force, you're able to increase
it and decrease it as the situation
dictates. Listen to all sides of an
argument. Doing the “right” thing
means something different to every-
one involved.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Postpone firm commitments for a
few days, since you're in no position
to make decisions that will affect
your financial realm. (Whether
they're about love, family or busi-
ness, they will influence your finan-
cial realm.)

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Handle
what's important first, and all subse-
quent tasks are easier than you

5

Holiday Mathis

thought they'd be. You can combine
business and a hobby for some
sudden money. Technology is your
friend, so use it.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
Why think in black-and-white terms
when it's so much more
fun to see the world in
Technicolor? Time shows
you the legitimacy of the
other person’s position,
particularly in romantic
squabbles.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). Confi-
dence is more attractive
than any physical charac-
teristic, so stop worrying
about looks. Besides,
you've tumed the comer
on managing your health
or weight. Good fortune comes with
the change.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
Success comes from temporarily
shifting your focus. Measure yourself
against a long-term goal, and refuse
to get wrapped up in the
hour-by-hour ebbs and flows of
business. Before you know t, you're
ahead.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). Hold back on a project if you
have any confusion about what to
do next or how to do it. The bottom
line involves much more than
money. Ask a powerful person what
he or she would do in your situation.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). You may come up against
fierce opposition, but have courage,
and stand strong. The sand starts
running out of the hourglass on a
deal — it citical for you to move
quickly with people who know what
they're doing.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Your tranquil tone attracts more
joytul, carefree and prosperous
situations. Take a risk you would not
have taken yesterday. You could
help someone save face, which will
always be remembered.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
Answers are found through observa-
tion, not research. Tell the one who
cries “WolfI” that you're going to
have to stop responding — and
then, do all you can to keep this
from being an empty threat

Creators Syndicate

Peanuts

BUT I'M NOT SORRY I HIT THAT
STUPID KID... HE INSULTED 40U,
AND HE DESERVED IT..

[ THE EMPARRASENG FART (A PG
TOLD T) LEAVE BY THE CHAPERONG... 1
(WAS EMBARRAGSED FOR 4OU... T MU

BE A 600D DATE ... T (WANTED 0y
T0 LIKE ME,AND TO HAVE FUN ANO...
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T_DID HAVE FUN, SWEETIE... DON'T.
FORGET, 1 wAS THE ONE WHY
BIT THE CHAPERON
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Beetle Bailey

RED,YOUVE WATCHED
ENOUGH TV FOR ONE DAY,
RS AND CLEAN
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Red and Rover
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Better or Worse

STAY. YOu NEED
T TELL ME HOW T
ENDS,

| Guess vsy New
§_RELATIONSHIP REQUIRES)
A LTTLE ADTUSTHENT.
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword

CHECK 1T oUT: -

10 SWEST DoLLARS! MANY CARDS

oD You SELL?!
N

ST,
MICE T8B!
!

Foxtrot

A PERSON WHO HAS OBVIOUSLY
NEVER BEEN MARR(ED

=

u: o i/ Dicrionnrx ) el
[ T —————— 27
15 16 77
VDUS":’\: ‘:on'gg‘\: ?:fKED \;;;g,fki BAG 15N'T CRUSY-
MY LUNCH 1 wi F LIVE WY LUNGHL BOY, 48 29 50
BAG TODAY? . 50 MY SANDWICH GOT
51 52 53
g [
2 > Across 52 Exam format 26 A long time
@ 1 Filch 53 Proof letters 27 — -relief
2 ! 4 Margarine 28 Half the
g = servings Down ramifications?
@ 8 Atasnail's pace 1 Small barrel 29 Praise in verse
12 Citric beverage 2 Valhalla VIP 31 Whirlwind
‘Lt BE BACK 2 WHAT T 1
G| [ i [T aE snar | | 13 Nasesol 3 Merican money 32 Command o
AN, TicER. : paseball 4 Mail boat Fido
{ 14 Uris "— 18" 5 Soaring 34 Annoy
15 Bro's counterpart 6 Pamplona 35 The good doctor
5 16 Biz letterhead runner 36 Squeaks past
= abbr. 7 Highest-ranking 37 La — Opera
5 i 17 Mideast VIP 8 Refine House
k] 18 Stun 9 Prom transport 38 Injury
= H 21 Find a tenant 10 Hodge-podge 39 Malaria
@ } 22 “Guinness Book” 11 Become symptom
suffix distorted 40 Plagiarizes
uoww“—%; ﬁ TeEER 23 swel 19 Family 41 Bloodhound's
| wnilrree, s ) 26 Font widths 20 Ninny clue
RaLwosT ovez 27 Resume 23 Support 42 “Axis of evil”
7 30 Reddish steed system? member
31 Place-Kicker's 24 Part of UCLA 43 Token, maybe
pride 25 Squirrels’ 44 Kept under
£ 32 Assistance hangout surveillance
b= 33 Request
2 34 Saturn auto
= i model
P 35 Ex-governor
A g
WALLY, DID YOU TELL 2 - @ THE KE\( LEARNING Ventura
$::Tﬂgﬁfgeg§gsmm £|  Vou'Sechver ey 3| weRets el 36 Blunder
o L M
EXCEPT YOU 16 Al g EES’:T TRUST ANYONE  [3] BR-EC00 &) 37 Witness
ESCAPED FELON" % N g 38 Subject of an
MAYBE . < é \ TVE NEVER “Annie” song
H < BEEN 45 In eager
£ ¥ 2 anticipation
+ z i H 46 "An apple — ..."
2 QJ H s i 47 Sitcom star
5 H H Romano
48 Hayseed
49 Toy-shop offering
50 “Al the Things
You —"
,,‘ 51 Disarray
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CHRISTMAS!
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: 1 WONDER IF
PICCOLOS ARE PLAYED DURING HURRICANES.
AFTER ALL, THEY'RE HIGH WINDS.
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Mom’s promise gives reassurance

Dear Abby: A promise I made
to my child i tearing me apart.
My 7-year-old son, “Lyle,” has
been talking a lot about death. A
while back, we were in the car
and he brought the subject up
again. He said how sad he would
be in heaven alone, and asked
that should anything ever
happen to him, if I would
go with him. I promised
that I would, and it
seemed to make him feel
much better. We talked
about how we would fly
down to Earth and touch
our loved ones to give
them comfort, even
though they would never
see us.

That promise I made is
Killing me now, because,
God forbid if something
bad did happen to Lyle, I
could never go with him. I have
four other children who need me.
I'm afraid if I take back the prom-
ise that gave my son so much
comfort, it will upset him. Also, T
need to know why, at his tender
age, Lyle is talking so much about
death. Is this normal? Sometimes

Dear Abby

it scares me.
— Torn Mother in Vermont

Dear Torn Mother: Do not
“take back” the promise. Your
son was asking for reassurance
that you would never leave him,
and you gave it to him. Because
you are concerned about this
preoccupation with
death, gently try to
draw him out when he
brings it up again. If
you are not satisfied
with his responses,
enlist the aid of a child
psychologist.

Dear Abby: 1 dated
“Carter” for five
months. During that
time, he bought me all
kinds of presents, from
flowers to tires for my
car. I never asked Carter for
anything. In fact, I told him twice
that there were “too many pre-
sents.”

He responded that I was insult-
ing him, and told me I should just
accept them graciously and say
thank you.

I tried to reciprocate by doing

Be firm: Tell daughter

Dear Annie: vy
daughter and her three
children came to live in
our home over a year
ago. She told me it would
be for only a short time.

Now her boyfriend is
living here, and they are
paying us only $200 a
month, which does not
cover utilities and other
extras she costs us.

Both my husband and T
are on disability.

1 am tired of having
five extra people in my house
with no privacy, and told my
daughter months ago to start
looking for her own place. How
do I get them out?

— Desperate, Angry Mother

Dear Mother: Would your daugh-
ter be willing to pay more to cover
her costs? Would you be willing to
let her stay if she did? If not, give
her a specific date when she has
to be out of the house, and help
her look for available rentals.

You may want to see a lawyer
to start eviction proceedings.
Otherwise, if she makes no effort
to move, change the locks on your
doors and toss her stuff on the

Annie’s Mailbox

lawn.

Dear Annie: when
I married my wife and

things for him, T would cook him
dinner every time he came over,
and give him fresh produce from
our garden. I even loaned Carter
my car when his was in the shop.
Now that we are broken up, he
is demanding that I return all his
gifts and pay him $300 for the
tires or he will sue me. (I have
proof they were gifts, and given
with love.) I feel Carter is wrong.
Should I give him back the things
and pay him?
— Sorry I Ever Met Him
in California
Dear Sorry: Once a gift is
given, it belongs to the recipient
to do with as she (or he) wishes.
However, in this case, since you
now know they were intended as
strings to bind you to him, it
might be better to return them
aﬁd be rid of him once and for

P.S. He can sue you if he wish-
es, but whether he could WIN is
another matter. I hope for his
sake he won't decide 0 iry.

Letters for this column — with your
ould be

FRep o vexprast comy/dearabby
Universal Press Syndicate

time to go

and if possible, try to have a civil
relationship with him/her. Be

fore birthdays and Christs
my wife’s ex calls me for gift
suggestions. If you have a civil

became a
her children, she said I
had equal say in all
things and suggested I
spend at least twice as
much time listening as
1 did talking. Here are
some things I have
found to be true:

1. Don’t force things.
If and when the children choose
to like you, they will. Don’t be
confrontational about inconse-
quential things. Carefully pick
the fights you really need to
fight.

2. Listen. Communication is a
two-way street. If they believe
you won't listen to them, they
aren’t going to listen to you.
When kids need to talk about
something, it needs to be now,
not after the news or at halftime.

3. Communicate with your
partner. Particularly when faced
with teenagers, a unified front is
essential.

4. Never bash the ex-spouse,

rybody wins.

5. Don’t look at yourself as a
parental replacement. I am a
parental supplement. These girls
grew up with three parents who
love them. If you try to drive a
wedge or replace the other par-
ent, you will lose.

6. Tell them you love them,

often.

I'm not claiming to have all the
answers, but the girls do love me
all the time and like me most of
the time. I think it's called being
aparent.

— Wisconsin Stepdad

Dear Stepdad: We like your
suggestions — they show a great
deal of common sense and a
loving attitude. Thanks for shar-
ing them with our readers.
Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.

Please e-mail your questions to
t, or write

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
M BL by Henri Amold and Mike Argirion
Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
1o form four ordinary words.

TULDA

€2004 Trbune Media
All Rights Reserved,

ASTUE

Services, Inc.

ED

YODVED e
oHoomERE i\
e FAach‘/)Vr;lyzUN—

Now arrange the circled letters to
form the surprise answer, as

OHOON
A by the above cartoon.
e b % < P V<V
HN00000H0000000
(Answers Monday)
BARGE  RACIAL  BAFFLE
How the dining critic described the food at the
carnival — FAIR FAIR FARE

Jumbles AFIRE
Answer:

Yesterday's

Family Circus

©2004 Bi Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd.
W, com

to: Annie’s Mallbor, ¢/o Creafors Synd-
cate, 5777 W. Century Bvd., Suite 700,
£65 Angeles, CA 50045.
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GRAFEIT

'E‘MEP ,
‘B[_E
NoT

Dennis the Menace

15 A Goop THING sams ARE SMALL, OR
THEY WOULPNT FIT INTO THEIR CLOTHES.”

©Gary Larson

The Far Side

“Sidney! | made a mistake! ...
$50 check into savings, and put the
$500 in cash into checking!”

“Wow! Look how the wind makes
the trees dance!”

CAN ol
HEAR € Now?

Non Sequitur

Deposit the
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AFN-TV & Radio

Saturd

AFN-Atlantic, 1:30 am.—College basket-
ball: Mempms 2tbu e
-Sports, 2 a.m.—NBA: Detroit at San An-

ific, 4:30 a.m.—Boxing, Rocky Jua-
o2 10y ve Buty Eapadas . C-6). fonther
weights.
AFN-Sports, 4:30 a.m.—NBA: Indiana at Sac-
rementa,
8 am.—NFL: NFL Films Game
ol me weekll (did).
9 am.—College basketbal
Mempmsal wrnue (did).
~NBA: Detroit at San An-

o )
“RRNAtlantic, 6 pam.—College basketball
Kentucky at NGrth Carolina,
FN-Paciic, 6 pm. - College basketball: n-
diana at Conrcticut,
~ College football: Atlan-
tic Coast Ccmlerence championship game,
Virginia Tech at
Fi-Adlantic and Pacific, 830 p.m.—Col-
lege football: Amy vs. Nav,
Bm—College football
Southern Cal at UCL/

College football:
_ championship

jht—

Suutheaslem Cunlerer\ce

game, Tennessee vs. Auburr
Sunday

AFN-Atla —College football: Big
Xl Chamaonchn sarme. GOt v Gl

AFN-Atiantic, 1 p.m.—College basketball: II-
lingis 2t Rareas (o)

allege football Divi.
sion AR gyanerﬁna\s “New Hampshire
AFN- mmm 7 pam—NFL:
Tamea Say,
AFN-Sports, 7 p.m.—~NFL: Houston at N.
s,
AFN-Pacific, 7 p.m.—NFL:

timore,
AF-Atiantic, 10 p.m.—NFL: Green Bay at

Atlanta at

incinnati at Bal-

P RSor, 10 NFL: K City at

s, 10 pm.—NFL: Kansas City at
oaand” » Y
AFN-Pacific, 10 p.m.—NFL: Denver at San
Diego.

Al times Central European Time; dd ind’-
cates delayed broadcast. Al istings are sub.
ject to change. Some radio broa cas!s ot
Sailable n 3 areas. Visit www.myafn.net
for more informatior

Pro football

NFL
AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East
wLT PF PA
New England 10 10 909 288 174
NY. Jets 8 3 0 727 225 168
Buffalo 56 0 45521819
fami 2 9 0 182 164 227
South
Indianapolis 8 3 0 727380 239
Jacksonville 65 0 545182 208
Houston 56 0 45 229 260
Tennessee 47 0 364207 243
North
Pittsburgh 101 0 909 256 168
Baltimore. 740 636207 164
Cincinnati 56 0 455241 246
Cleveland 38 0 273225 266
N West
san Diego 8 3 0 727319 21
Denver 740 Sozrin
47 0 364207 294
Kansas City 3§ 5 T
NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East
wLT PA
x-Philadelphia R R ¥
N.Y. Giants 56 0 455202 199
Dalias 47 0 364193289
Washington 38 0 273138 194
South
Atlanta 92 0 818232215
Carolina 470 364217236
Tampa Bay 470 364206 203
New Orleans 470 364232 312
North
740 636301 247
Minnesota 740 636291262
Detroit 470 36419257
Chicago 470 364172221
West
eattle 65 0 545239 223
St. Louis 56 0 45 237 200
rizona 470 364180227
san Fy 110 0 091 192 320
x—cnncheumwsmn
X nday's games
Arizona at et
iffalo at Miami
Houston at N.Y. Jets

Minnesota at Chicago
ennessee at Indianapolis
Cincinnati at Baltimore

Tampa Bay at San Diego
Philadelphia at Washington

londay, Dec. 13
Kansas City & Tomnbisoee

College football

Thursday’s score

MIDWEST
Mid-American championship, Toledo 35,
Miami (Ohio) 27
Bowl glance

uesday, Dec. 14
New Orleans Bowl

St Teas (s, Southern Mississippi

Dec.21
chamgs smms Sowl

Georgia Tech (&5) vs.Big 12—
Wednesday, ec. 22
GMAC Bowl

you So?fm
(8- 3) VS Buwlmg Green (8-3)
A
For r( Wﬂrﬂl (lexas) Bowl
Payout: $750,(
Cincinnati (6'5) VS, MarshaH (5'5)

Parout STs000
Wyoming (6-5) s, Pac 10 No. 4/5
Friday, Dec. 24
Hawaii Bowl
A Homiuly

UAB (7-4) vs. WAC

Blue vs. Gray
Monday,
e complllevs Bawl

Fresno State (s 37 Vs, Virgina (63
or City Bowl
any pnmuc, Mich.
Payout: $750,000
Toledo (93 ys. Connecticut (7-4)
uesd: 28

Inde n emlnwl
hreveport, La.

Payook $15m
Big 12 vs. TBD
Insight Bowl
At Phoenix

Payout: $750,000
Pac-10 No. 4/5 vs. Notre Dame (6-5)
Wednesday, Dec. 29
uston Bowi

out: $1.. mi
TexasE\Pasu(337vs Big 12
0 Bowl

Al Con Anboni

wout: $1.55 million
Ohio State (1045, i 12 NO_4
Thursday, Dec. 30
Continental Tire Bowl
At Charlotte, N.C.

(Egston College 63 vs: North Carolina
Emerald Bowl
Atsan Francisco

ayol
New Mexico (70 ve Nawy (62
Atsan

At San Jose, Cal
Payout: $750,000
WAC vs. MAC
F'idlyy Dec. 31
Music City Bowl
At N-lshv lle, Tenn.
780,000

SECvs. anesola( =

ayoul. su mIIIIon
purdue (7-4) Vs, Pac.I

At Mem

is, Tenn.
le (9-1)

§ Payout: $1.35

Boise tate (11-0) vs. Louisvi
Peach Bowl
oAt Atlanta

t: $2.2
ACCNo. 3% Homda 2
day, Jan 1

o Daiia
Payout: $3 million
SEC vs Big 12 No. 2
Outback Bowl

AtTampa,

it: $2.75 million
Wisconsin (53 45, oordi 53)
Gator Bowl

Capltal one Bowl

Payour SasT
lowa (92 5. SEC

Payout S1Ld
805 vs. 808
Manday, Jan. 3
‘Sugar Bowi
At New Or rlﬂlﬂ

Tuesday, Jan. 4
Orange Bowl

At Mi
Payout: $11

BCS1 vs. BCS2
Saturday, Jan. 15
Gridiron Classic

East vs. West
Saturday, Jan. 22
la Bowl
At o Hawai
Aina vs. Kai 7
saturday, Jan. 29
Senior Bowl
Ala,

z
g

At
North vs. South

Division I-AA playoffs
Quarertinals

Delaware (9-3) at Wi
James Madison (1 e §73)
New Hampshire (10-2) at Montana (10-2)
Sam r(iousmr\ State (10-2) at Eastern Wash-

ington

y,Dec. 30 Suturday, D
S o St EaStera e A ton
winner vs. Montana New ‘Hampshire winner

Delaware-William & Mary winner  vs.
James Madison Furman wioner
mpionsh
, Dec. 17
ley Stadiuh/Davenport Field
Chattanooga, Tenn.

Semifinal winners
Division Il playoffs
Semifinals
Saturday, Dec. 4
¥ves( Chester (u-}; at Valdosta State
North Dakota (11-2) at Pittsburg St. (13-0)
‘Championship

AtBraly Municipal Stadium
la.

jorth Dakota-Pittsburg St winner vs.
Wel Che e oViosta Sate winmer

Diwslon III playnﬂs

Delaware Vauey g (() atRowan (9-2)
Mary Hardm -Baylor (11-1) at l Wasmnqton
& Jefferson (12-0)
Carthage ﬁll 1) at Mount Union (11-0)
Occidental (10-] l) at %ﬂil ield (ID -0)

rday, Bec. 11
Occidental-Linfield winner vs. Delaware
Valley-Rowan winner
ary Hardin-Baylor-Washington & Jeffer-
son winner vs. Carthage-Mount Union win-

Championship
saturday, Dec. 18

tagg Bowl
At Salem Stadium
. Va.
Semifinal winners
NAIA playoffs
Semifinals
Saturday, Dec. 4
Ssgroetown, Ky (12:0) at St. Francis, Ind.
Azusa Pacific (ll-Z) at Carm\l‘ Mont. (9-2)
Sa ma Dec.
At Jim ( Calrnll sladlum

e
Georgetowt Ky st Srneia ind. winner
vs. Azuisa Pacific-Earroll, Mont. winer

College basketbal
Men’s AP Top 25 fared
Thursday
1. Wake Forest (5-1) did not play. Next: vs.

ichmond, Saturday
2 Kansak 0} ot play. Next: vs. Pacif-

atur
"3 Syracuse (6:0) did not play. Next: v. Col-

gate, Saturday.

4 Georgla Tech (40)did not play. Next: vs.
Georia
O iors (5.6 i ot lay. Next: at Arkan-

sas, Saturday.
6. Oklahoma State (4-0) did not play. Next:
vs, Washington State, Saturday.
7 Connecticut (2-0) did ot Diay. Next vs.
indiana,
5. Kenticky (4-0)did not play. Next: at No.
orth Caroling, Saturday,
5 )dm not play. Next:

entucl
Bk (a5 g\d ot . Next vs, Val-
parsiso, Saturday
1L Michigan State (3-1) did notplay. Next:
vs, George Washington, Satu
L2 Maiyiand D) did not " Next: vs.
George Masnn

h (o 0 G not play. Next: vs
Diguchne o,
 Wesfin kon( 1) did not play. Next: vs.

Eastern Washington, Sunday.
15. M\sﬁsswpp\ State (&) beat South Ala-
bama 66-52 N . No. 21 Arizona, Sun-

1é North Carolina State (5-0) did not play.
 vs. Manhattan, Sunday.
i Lousyille (1) did o¥ play. Next:

Lafayett
18. Texas (o 1) did not play. Next: at Seton
5. Florida (4-0) did not play. Next: vs.

Hall, sat
Miami, Saturday.
20 Notre Damn (3-0) did not play. Next: at

Y.
R o (4332 not play. Next: vs. No
15 Mlss\ssmm State, Sunday.

22 Alabama (5 ndm ot play. Next: at Ala-

(4 1) G mot play. Next: vs. Cente-

g mygmms 0) did not play. Next: vs. Au-
burn, Friday.

75 Wisconsin (3-1) did ot play. Next: at
Rutgers, Saturday.

Thursday'’s men’s scores

ina Maria 86, Beckes 74,01
rooklyn 74, St. JnsEDhs NY 69
alguell 66 Nyad
o o
ramingham St 57, E. Nazarene 47
tamilton 76, Middlebury 57

ings Point S Mount St Vincent 59

Netw Eroland o7 Gaer Webster 72
Rhode Island Coll. 84, Roger Willlams 80,

ciences, Pa. 72, Feli
cton el 76, Wopmoth, . 50
henandoah 7, Shepherd 70
t Peter's 99, Loyola, ‘Mm 83

uffol 77, Mass. 76,07
rinity, ur
(s 7 Babso
eaton, M Eo Emerson 69
Worcest la

er rk U, 44
orcester Toch b3, Echburg st. 67
eimont 86, 1roy 73

High Point 79, Gi

Lincoln Merhorial 83, Tusculum 8
LoSiana: Cotege 123, Goncordia-Austin

McNeese St. 93, Jarvis Christian 54
Mercer 89, Stetsoi
e Tennessce 81, Tenn. Wesleyan 4
Mississippi St. 66, soum Albama
Norefouse &5, Tuskegee s

Newberry 64,
Radford &, N. Carolina ALT
Southern Poly St. 102, G2 Cottnwestern 2

Virginia Tech 63, Chattanooga 59
West Georgia &3, Augusta st. 52
Winthrop 86, Bart

Aurora 77, Milwatikes Engincering 50

Benedictine,kan. 61, Avil

b Ko, 5, MicPherson 71
Case Reserve 78, Washington & Jefferson

Cent. Methodist 93, Lindenwood 86

v: X
Findlay 87, Ferri

ris St. 85
Friends 81 Kansas Wesleyan 66
Graceland;lowa 75, Cuver-stockton 65
st 62 Ashland 44
imipson. lowa 76, OT

Indiana st. &2, Birmingham-Southern 55

ANK MCNAMARA

“MAGLAR |5 REGURING THAT HARD-LWaUoR.
THER BAERTY

4 Hey, TEEN Bos, As You
HOUR FCRITE FRIVGR

WATCH
VRS CAR 60 ||

P00 LAPS M TV, KOTICE ARD

Indianapolis 85, . Kentucky 71
Jamestown 79, Mar

ERIOVar 8 wis parkside 79
North Central 94, Pillsbury Bible 67
North Dakota

Ohio 64, Butl
. Indian:

80, Norther st., S.D. 7
utler 58
2 78, Lowis 74

Missourist Louis 60

ancas Baplst &
ASTexa Btk CcrpusChnsu 65, Prairie View

Air Force 63, . C0lrado 54

cam , E.New Mexico 74

Montana 69, S. Utal

Montana St i, Utah Valley st. 45
St Mary's, Cal 67, Do

Wayne St. 61, Saginaw Valley St. 48
Women's AP Top 25 fared

Thursday
L LSY 60 did not Dlay, Next: at No. 18
Minesota, Tuesday, Dec.
2 North | Caroltha (60) beat Tennes-
see-Martin 96-36. Next: at Penn State, Sun:

¥ Notre Dame (7-1)lostto No. 15 Michigan
state 82-73, OT. Next: at Dayton, Thursday,

4. Tennessee (4-2) lost to No. 10 Duke
59-57. Next: vs. No. 17 DePaul, Sunday, Dec.

5. stanford (50) did ot play. Next: vs. Pep-
perdine Friday
2113 G ot play. Next:at Geor-
lel’ech Fida
Texds G2 did not play. Next: at New
eI
W& Eomectcut (-1 did not play. Ne
Holy Cross, Sunday.
i Bylor @D did not
n State af Greenvile

Nt Ve padiit, Saturda
Ti o State (6t G no play. Next: at
Dayfon, Saturday.
12 Toxes rech (-1 beat ArkansasiLttle
ock

Gero & n) md ot Dl Noxe at
Miarm] (Ohio), Saturs
b G ot play. Next: at UC
sania garbara, Friday,

: vs.

lay. Next vs. lack-
0. 4 Tennessee 59-57.

15. Michi (l)b at No. 3 Notre
o

s (4-0) did not play. Next: at Old
omlmom unday.

Monda

19 Kansas State (3 1) mu not play. Next:
vs, New Hampshire,

20. aosmncanegeu 1) id not play. Next:
vs, Northeastern, Satui

eat Western Ken-

tucky 73-60. Next: vs. Illinois, Saturday.

52 Maryland (4-1) did not play. Next: at
Xager, Saturda,

23.TCU (6-1) beat SMU 85-65. Next: at Ar-
kansas State, Sunday.

J4 Nillanova (33 did not play. Next: at
penn, Sunday.

25, UCLA G beat Pepperdine 7461
Next: vs. No. 14 Purdue, Sunday.

Thursday’s transactions

EVELAND INDIANA: Named Felix Fer
hitfing coach for Buffalo of th

Berry minor

ATES. Agreed o terms
el RHE Ron chiavaces
e 5\ RHP Brian Reith and INF
Soraa velandr on minor \eague contracts.
SAN DIEGO PADRES—Named Hank Kin
Brendan Hause and Ash Lawson area scouts
and Hank Krause parttime scout.

eylation

Sasha Pav\uwc fmm he ared et Haced
ajuan Wagner

G Dajuar n the injure
MEMPHIS SRIZZLIES Named Mike Fratel-
o coac

isselman and Mitchell
Anderson assistant coaches.
FOOTBALL

iational Football League
AR umans Claimet

CINCINN BT shau
Smith off waivers from New Orioans. Placed
BT Matinias Askew. on fnlured. raserve.

Signed DE errik Crawford to the practice
squad,

CLEVELAND BROWNS—Placed WR Andre
Davis on injured reserve. Signed DB Dyshod

Carter.
Y PACKERS —Signed L8 Nick Mc-
Neilto the practice squa

(CAA—Placed Lew5 U on probation until
ORtoher of 3508 (1 Unetbical Conduct by the
former head men's volleybali coach ar

o a1 Mrattamonal Contior in e atmetics
program between the 1999-00 and 2003-04

academic years
EASTERN L iNots— Named Mark Hutson
assistant head footbal
AL Named _sen
RALAAR s sant 1k And FIid Soach;
MICHIGAN STATE—Announced the retire-
ment of Chuck Erbe, volleyball coach.
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Spain’s Rafael Nadal, right, celebrates a four-set victory over American

Andy Roddick i

lick in a Davis Cup final match Friday. Spain, the 2000 Davis
Cup champion, won both matches to take a 2-0 lead in the final series.
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It rains in Spain

Deluge of winning shots buries U.S. in a 2-0 hole

BY STEPHEN WADE

The Associated Press

SEVILLE, Spain — Andy Rod-
dick and Mardy Fish lost opening
matches in the Davis Cup final on
Friday, leaving the United States
in a big hole and Spain in com-
manding position to win the title a
second time.

Rafael Nadal defeated the sec-
ond-ranked Roddick 6-7 (8-6),
6-2, 7-6 (8-6), 6-2 after Carlos
Moya opened with a 6-4, 6-2, 6-3
victory over Fish, an inexperi-
enced clay-court player.

Spain, which won the title at
home in 2000 over Australia, now
needs one more victory in the
best-of-five series. The Ameri-
cans have won the Davis Cup a
record 31 times, but have not cap-
tured the premier team event in
men’s tennis since 1995.

Only one team in Davis Cup his-
tory has come back from 2-0
down and won the final — Austra-
lia in 1939 in a victory over the
United States.

In Saturday’s doubles, Ameri-
can twins Bob and Mike Bryan
face Nadal and Tommy Robredo.

he Bryans are 4-0 in Davis Cup
play and have not lost a set. If
they win, Sunday’s singles would
pit Moya against Roddick and
Fish against Nadal.

The 18-year-old Nadal was sen-
sational on the slow, red clay on a
chilly day at Olympic Stadium.
He combined power on his sweep-
ing left-handed groundstrokes
with touch on repeated drop
shots, prompting Roddick to ap-
plaud with his racket.

“I had cramps at one point but I
got through it,” Nadal said.

&k tried everything.
1 tried serving
and volleying,

1'd tried coming
in on a lot of
balls, I tried to
stay back, and he
had answers. ...
You have to tip
your hat to him.9y

Mardy Fish
U.S. Davis Cup player

Asked if he were ready to play
Sunday, he replied: “Right now,
I'm not. 'm really beat. But T
think I'll be ready.”

Attendance was given unoffi-
cially at 27,200, which would be a
record for a sanctioned tennis
match. The old mark was set in
1954 in Sydney, when 25,578
watched the United States defeat
Australia in the Davis Cup final.

Despite dropping the first set in
71 minutes, Nadal came right
back and swept through the sec-
ond in 34 minutes, twice breaking
Roddick’s service.

In the 85-minute third set,
Nadal failed to capitalize on any
of eight break points and was
again forced into a tiebreaker.
This time he won it, taking the set
point on a backhand crosscourt
passing shot.

Nadal sprinted through the
final set against the dispirited
Roddick. Nadal dropped to his
back after the winning point, and
then rushed to the net to shake
hands with Roddick.

It was only the second meeting
between the two. Three months
ago in the second round of the
U'S. Open, Roddick won 6-0, 6-3,
6-4.

In the first match, Moya fell be-
hind 3-0 in the first set but came
back and twice broke Fish’s serve
to take the set in 40 minutes.
Moya broke serve again to open
the second set, establishing the
tone as he swept through the
match m stralght sets in 1 hour,
57 mil

“At ﬁrst the ball from Fish was
bouncing higher than I expected,
because of his power and top-
spin,” Moya said. “But once I got
used to it T was able to handle his
game.”

The crowd was a blanket of red
and yellow, with a brass and
drum section heating up the
match. Fans were wrapped in
overcoats and some sat under um-
brellas. The court is under cover,
but fringe areas are exposed to
open air.

“I started great and I would
like to have played like that the en-
tire match,” , who had
played only one match on clay be-
fore Friday.

“Itried everything. I tried serv-
ing and volleying, I'd tried com-
ing in on a lot of balls, I tried m
stay back, and he had answers,”
he added. “I had some chances
and he served a few of those
chances away. You have to tip
your hat to him.”

Only Orioles vote against Expos move to Washington

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Baseball own-
ers gave their conditional approv-
al Friday to moving the Montreal
Expos to Washington next year,
hinging their decision to an agree-
ment signed in September that
did not contain a cap on the cost
of a new ballpark.

Owners approved the move dur-

Sports briefs

“This important
step,” commissioner
Bud Selig said. “We are looking
forward to finishing the last steps,
including the sale of the ballclub,
and the rebirth of the club as the
Nationals.”

is another
baseball

ing a .
The vote was 29-1, with the Balti-
more Orioles dissenting, a base-
ball official said on condition of
anonymity.

Approval was “subject to all
conditions set forth in the Base-
ball Stadium Agreement” signed
on Sept. 29 by the Expos and
Washington Mayor Anthony A.
Williams. That agreement called
for the District of Columbia gov-
ernment to enact by Dec. 31 fund-
ing for a new ballpark for the
team, which would be renamed
the Nationals.

The D.C. Council voted earlier
this week to approve funding, but
placed a $630 million cap on the
project — $195 million above the
estimate contained in the Septem-
ber agreement. For the funding to
become law, the Council must ap-
prove the measure again, and it
must be signed by Williams, who
favors the project.

Orioles owner Peter Angelos
has opposed the move, saying a
team in Washington would cut
the revenue of his franchise. Base-
ball’s chief operating officer, Bob
DuPuy, has been negotiating a
deal with the Orioles that would
protect Angelos’ franchise, but no
agreement has been reached, and
Maryland Gov. Robert Ehrlich
said this week the matter could
wind up in court.

The move would be the first of
a Major League Baseball team
since the expansion Washington
Senators became the Texas Rang-
ers after the 1971 season.

Washington’s team would start
play April 4 at Philadelphia and
play its home opener April 14
against Arizona at RFK Stadium.

RFK Stadium would be used by
the team for at least three seasons
before the opening of the new ball-
park, which would be built south

of the Capitol, along the Anacos-
tia River.

The Expos were bought by the
other 29 teams before the 2002
season, and the commissioner’s
office is in the early stages of the
sale process.

Head butt ends title bout

TENGGARONG, Indonesia —
Indonesia’s Yohannes Christian
John kept his WBA featherweight
title Friday when his bout with
Venezuela’s Jose “Cheo” Rojas
was stopped in the fourth round
following a head-to-head collision
that left both fighters bleeding
from their right temples.

The scheduled 12-round fight,
John’s second title defense, was
scored a technical draw.

Appleby leads by one

SUN CITY, South Africa— Stu-
art Appleby of Australia was the
only player to break 70 Friday,
shooting a 3-under-par 69 that
left him with a one-stroke lead
over Lee Westwood of England
halfway through the Nedbank
Golf Challenge.

Appleby was at S-under 139
after two rounds. Westwood had a
double bogey on the 17th, a water
hole, and finished with his second
straight 70 for a 140 total.

“Double bogeys are always a
disappointment,” Westwood said.
“I made a couple of slip-ups today
and was just unlucky on the
17th.”

With the temperature reaching
97 degrees, the Gary Player Coun-
try Club course proved difficult,
with British Open champion
Todd Hamilton and former U.S.
Open winner Jim Furyk among
those unable to break par.

Westwood and Appleby had
shared the first-round lead with
South Africans Ernie Els and Re-
tief Goosen. Goosen, the U.S.
Open champion, shot a 71 and
was tied at 141 with Zimbabwe’s
Nick Price, who had a 70. Els was
at 144 after a 74 that was marked
by a triple-bogey 7 on the 11th
hole. Defending champion Sergio
Garcia of Spain shot a 76 and was
at 151

NASCAR likes playoff
NEW YORK — Calling 2004 a
year “of remarkable change and
success,” NASCAR chairman
Brian France said he doesn’t fore-
see a whole lot more change for

France, finishing his first full
season as the man in charge of
NASCAR after taking the reins
from his father, Bill France Jr.,
was the architect of the new

Chase for the Nextel Cup points
system that put its unique stamp
on this season.

Shelving the points system in
place since 1975 after years of
mostly runaway champions and
waning late-season interest by
fans, NASCAR split its season
into two parts in 2004. The first 26
races determined 10 drivers who
would race for the title over the
last 10 races in a playoff-style
champmnshlp format.

“T rea ed one particular
newspaper headline that said, ‘It
wasn't broken, but NASCAR
fixed it.” That kind of said it all,”
the younger France noted. “The
interest was tremendous, particu-
larly the last few races.”

There was some criticism that
the new points system did not re-
ward victories enough, with run-
ner-up Jimmie Johnson finishing
eight _points behind champion
Kurt Busch despite winning four
of the 10 Chase events and a se-
ries-high eight races during the
season.

Busch won three times, includ-
ing the first race of the Chase.

“The entire team at NASCAR
will review the type of things they
think can make it better,” France
said. “If there was anything, it
would only be an adjustment, a
small adjustment. I pretty much
liked the way things turned out.”
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Air Force
shakes off
slow start
vs. N. Colo.

The Associated Press

AIR FORCE ACADEMY, Colo.
— Matt McCraw scored 17 points
and Air Force overcame a slow
start to defeat Northern Colorado
63-54 on Thursday night.

Air Force (5-2) fell behind 7-0
after missing its first eight shots
and hit just 37 percent from the
field in the first half.

Nick Welch hit a three-pointer
to give the Falcons their first lead
at 13-12 and Air Force led 29-24
at halftime.

Welch finished with 15 and An-
toine Hood had 10.

Sean Nolen and Erik Olson
each had 12 points for Northern
Colorado (1-7), which is playing
its second season in Division I-A.

Nolen’s 10-foot jumper late in
the first half briefly tied the game
24-24.

Air Force improved to 55 per-
cent from the field in the second
half and built a 56-46 lead with
3:37 left. Northern Colorado,
which shot 51 percent for the
game, managed to cut the deficit
to six in the late going.

Saturday, December 4, 2004

AP

Air Force's Nick Welch drives past Northern Colorado’s James Randle
for a basket during the second half of the Falcons’ 63-54 victory.

Mississippi St. wakes
up to beat S. Alabama

The Associated Press

STARKVILLE, Miss. — Missis-
sippi State coach Rick Stansbury
wondered if the Bulldogs were al-
ready looking ahead to their next

ame.

Then, Lawrence Roberts took

over.
Roberts scored 14 of his 19
points in the second half to lead
No. 15 Mississippi State to a 66-52
victory over South Alabama on
Thursday night. Roberts, a pre-
season All-American and last sea-
son’s Southeastern Conference
player of the year, also had 13 re-
bounds.

“They just decided for the
whole game — particularly the
first half — that if he (Roberts)
touches the ball, someone else is
going to have to score,” Stans-
bury said. “We’re going to see a
lot of that all year long.”

Shane Power added 16 points
and Winsome Frazier had 12 for
the Bulldogs (6-1), who took con-
trol by opening the second half
with a 16-4 run. Mississippi State
shook off an eight-day layoff and
won its third straight since losing
to Syracuse two weeks ago.

Mario Jointer led South Ala-
bama (2-3) with 15 points.

Before the game, some Missis-
sippi State players approached
their coach and asked about Sun-

day’s game against No. 21 Arizo-
na in the Wooden Classic in Ana-
heim,

“Itold them we have South Ala-
bama to contend with first,” Stans-

Mississippi State players
shmgged off the suggestion that
at least once in a while, they
looked past the Jaguars.

“I don’t think we did,” Frazier
said. “But if we did, we shouldn’t
have.”

South Alabama, which trailed
by 16 with 6:23 remaining, got no
closer than nine the rest of the
‘way and had just two points in the
final 3:58.

The Jaguars — who entered
making nearly half of their
field-goal attempts — were held
to 34 percent (20-for-59) shooting
for the game, and just 27 percent
in the second half.

‘e’ve got to grow up,” South
Alabama coach John Pelphrey
said. “At times, we looked really
impressive. Other times, we
looked like we didn’t know each
other at all.”

Mississippi State improved to
9-0 against South Alabama, and
39-3 in non-conference home
games under Stansbury.

Mississippi ~ State transfer
Stephen Cowherd’s basket gave
South Alabama its final lead at
29-28 with 1:07 in the half.

Carnesecca’s name goes up on St. John’s arena

BY JIM O’CONNELL
The Associated Press

One of the smallest clubs in col-
lege basketball is one made up of
former coaches with buildings
named after them.

Dean Smith is arguably the
most famous; Lou Carnesecca is
the newest.

Carnesecca, who was honored
Nov. 23 when St. John’s Alumni
Hall was renamed Carnesecca
Arena, finally caught up with one
of his former as-
sistants.

John Kresse,
who sat next to
Carnesecca for
14 seasons —
11 at St. John’s
and three with the New York Nets
of the American Basketball Asso-
ciation — received that honor
from the College of Charleston al-
‘most 10 years ago.

“It's amazing, a tremendous
honor while we're both alive and
kicking to enjoy this wonderful ac-
colade,” Kresse said Wednesday.

Kresse, now an assistant athlet-
ic director at the College of
Charleston, led the Cougars to a
560-143 record in 23 seasons, re-
tiring in 2002 after one NAIA na-
tional championship, four NCAA
tournament appearances and two
in the NIT.

“Coach Carnesecca got me in-
volved in coaching,” said Kresse,
a 1964 graduate of St. John's who
played there when Carnesecca
was an assistant. “He got me my
first teaching and coaching job at
Christ The King High School and
when he became head coach at

From Dean to Harry: Welcome to the top

Belleville (Ill.) News-Democrat compliment

LEBANON, Ill. — Former North Carolina coach
Dean Smith got on the phone Thursday morning to
congratulate McKendree coach Harry Statham for
his 880th basketball victory, most ever by a coach

at a four-year college.

Smith, who holds the NCAA victory record of
879, “was very gracious, very warm, very happy”
over being passed by Statham, whose coaching ca-
reer has been spent in the NAIA. “He was very

this thing

his style.”

. We talked about the players. We
shared the conoept of how important players are in

McKendree got No. 880 when McKendree beat
Maryville 83-72 Wednesday night.

“Just talking basketball with him was a great
thrill. I watched his teams play and always loved

Statham has heard Smith speak at large basket-
ball clinics, but he said having him on the other
end of the telephone was much more special.

St. John’s, he asked me to be his
assistant. I owe my career and
the opportunity to coach to Coach
(Joe) Lapchick and Lou Carnesec-
ca”

In 24 seasons at St. John’s, Car-
nesecca compiled a 526-200
record and his teams made the
postseason every year, 18 times
in the NCAA tournament. He was
elected to the Basketball Hall of
Fame in January 1992 and re-
tired three months later.

Two years later, the 3,500-seat
arena at Charleston was renamed
for Kresse. Ten years later, Car-
nesecca joined the club when
6,000~ ieat Alumni Hall was re-
name:

“I’m just a little guy. 'm lucky
to be part of this,” said Carnesec-
ca, who turns 80 on Jan. 4. “This
building belongs to the alumni,
the players, the scorekeepers,
and I'm thrilled to be a part of it
as long as they don’t try to bury
me in it.”

Kresse summed up both men’s
feelings.

“It made you feel appreciated

that a school would go to that
length to say thank you,” he said.
“It means more than money or
publicity. It's a neat feeling that
you know you did a good job and
were appreciated.”

Honoring Jimmy V: The 10th an-
nual Jimmy V Classic will be held
Tuesday at Madison Square Gar-
den with No. 3 Syracuse against
No. 6 Oklahoma State and Mem-
phis facing No. 13 Pittsburgh.

Mayor Michael Bloomberg has
declared Dec. 7 Jimmy V. Day in
New York City.

“It’s hard for a Valvano to be
speechless, but this is something
moving for our family that Jimmy
is remembered 11 years later,”
said Nick Valvano, the CEO of the
V Foundation, which has raised
more than $40 million for cancer
research. “It will be a tough day
having something like this for
Jimmy and he’s not here to be
part of it.”

Jim Valvano, who led North
Carolina State to the 1983 nation-
al championship, died in May

1993 of cancer. The New York na-
tive gave one of sport'’s best
speeches during the inaugural
ESPY Awards two months before
he died, endmg with the famous
line: “Don’t give up. Don't ever
give up.”

“There have been very few
coaches in my time in basketball
‘who brought to the game and to
college coaching what Jimmy
brought,” Syracuse coach Jim
Boeheim said Thursday. “The
sense of humor and competitive
fire and his outlook on life and the
way he handled himself is some-
thing T'll never forget. I think
about him today when something
funny happens and how it would
relate to what he would say in
that situation. It seems like al-
most yesterday he was still here.”

Different D-lls: Chaminade
and Alaska-Anchorage are Divi-
sion II schools that host two of Di
vision I's premier early season
tournaments.

Chaminade hosts the Maui Invi-
tational, Alaska-Anchorage the

Great Alaska Shootout. Both have
to step up in competition for the
eight-team events and their suc-
cess has been wildly different.
Chaminade lost to Texas, Louis-
ville and Brigham Young this
year in Maui, dropping the Silver-
swords’ record in the event to

4-57.
The last two victories were
over Stanford in the sev-

enth-place game in 1992 and over
Villanova i the first round in
003.

The Seawolves lost to Alabama
and Furman this year before beat-
ing High Point 66-65 in the sev-
enth-place game in Anchorage.

That was Alaska-Anchorage’s
26th victory over a Division I
team in the 27 shootouts and it
marked the 19th time in the last
20 years the Seawolves beat at
least one Division I team.

Greatest number: As each col-
lege basketball season gets under
way, one player deserves to be
recognized for the most impres-
sive statistics the sport has ever
known.

Pete Maravich averaged 44.2
points per game for LSU from
1968-70. The next closest average
is 34.6 by Austin Carr of Notre
Dame from 1969-71.

Last season, 16 players scored
40 or more points in a game with
four — Derrick Tarver of Akron,
Kevin Martin of Westem Caro].l—
na, Taylor Coppef
mont and Odell Bradley of) IUPUI
— doing it twice. The leading scor-
er last season was Keydren Clark
of Saint Peter’s with a 26.7 aver-

age.
And just to make Maravich’s

numbers a little more impressive,

he didn't have a three-point line.
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Injured Gradkowski leads Toledo to MAC title

BY LARRY LAGE
The Associated Press
DETROIT — A broken hand and separat-

ed shoulder were not enough to stop Bruce

Gradkowski from lifting Toledo to the
Mid-American

Gradkowski threw three of his four touch-
down passes to Lance Moore, leading the
Rockets to a 35-27 win over Miami (Ohio)
in the MAC title game Thursday night.

When Gradkowski hurt his shoulder on

the first drive, he missed only one play. He
injured his throwing hand late in the sec-
ond quarter, and X-rays taken at halftime
showed his hand was broken.

But he returned to toss three scoring
passes in the second half.

“There was no way 1 wasn’t coming
back,” said Gradkowski, who was
18-for-24 for 251 yards with four touch-
down passes and one interception. “Noth-
ing was going to keep me out of this game.”

Moore had five receptions for 118 yards

and caught three touchdown passes for the
third time in his career.

The Rockets responded when they found
out the extent of Gradkowski’s injuries.

“Everyone was like, ‘Wow.’” Moore
said. “It just made everyone want to play
even harder because we're healthy and
he’s out there with a broken hand and a
bad shoulder.”

The banged-up Gradkowski joined some
impressive company.

For the fourth year in a row, a quarter-

back threw four touchdown passes in the
MAC title game. Ben Roethlisberger did it
last year for the RedHawks, and Byron
Leftwich did it for Marshall the two previ-

ous years.

“If he did that with a broken hand, that’s
a really gutsy performance,” Miami coach
Terry Hoeppner said.

Toledo (9-3) will return to Ford Field to
face Connecticut on Dec. 27 in the Motor
City Bowl. The RedHawks (8-4) will play
inthe Silicon Valley Classic or the Indepen-
dence Bowl.

Final test for the top trio

BY RALPH D. RUSSO
The Associated Press

Going into the final week of the
regular season, only one team is
set for a specific spot in the Bowl
Championship Series.

Michigan will play in the Rose
Bowl. Everything else will be put
in place Saturday in six games in-
volving eight ranked teams.

First up will be Pittsburgh try-
ing to wrap up the Big East’s auto-
matic bid to the BCS against
South Florida in a game resched-
uled because of a hurricane.

About two hours later the
former beasts of the Big East,
Miami and Virginia Tech, play
for the Atlantic Coast Conference
crown and its BCS bid.

Then the national champion-
ship contenders begin their final
push toward the Orange Bowl to
play for the BCS title.

Southern  California  (11-0)
plays crosstown rival UCLA. The
Trojans are in first place in the
BCS standings and have locked
up a BCS berth as Pac-10 champi-
on. A victory gives them a trip to
Miami and a chance to make it
back-to-back national ftitles. A
slip sends them to the Rose Bowl.

“There is a
lot at stake re-
garding where
we'll end up.
The elements
that add up
are good for us,” USC coach Pete
Carroll said. “It would be a great
game even if there were no wins
on either side. But the fact that
we have to deal with all this pres-
sure is good for us.”

Just about when the Trojans
and Bruins are heading to half-
time, Auburn and Tennessee kick
off the Southeastern Conference
title game in Atlanta.

The Tigers (11-0) are third in
the BCS standings and probably
need a loss by USC or Oklahoma
to play in the Orange Bowl.

They beat the Volunteers 34-10
in Knoxville in October.

“We played them early in the
season, but you can throw that out
and they will have a grudge on
their shoulder and they will come
out with more enthusiasm,” Au-
burn running back Ronnie Brown
said.

About an hour and a half after
the Tigers-Volunteers start their
rematch in Atlanta, California,
fourth in the BCS standings, tries
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to secure its spot in the BCS at
Southern Mississippi.

The odd cross-sectional regu-
lar-season finale also was caused
by a September hurricane. Texas
will be watching closely, hoping
the Golden Eagles can spring the
upset — or at least make the
Bears look bad — and put the
Longhorns in the BCS.

Shortly after that, Oklahoma
and Colorado get going in the Big
12 title game in Kansas City, Mo.
The Sooners appear to control
their destiny — win and they’re off
to Miami to play for a national title
for the second straight season.

“We won’t sit around and
watch other games on television
Saturday; we will keep focused on
the Colorado game,” Oklahoma
coach Bob Stoops said.

The Big 12 title game has a his-
tory of upsets, including Kansas
State knocking off the Sooners to
spark last season’s BCS controver-

Y.
“There is more a sense of alert-
ness and the need to finish well
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Virginia Tech, Miami ready to
battle for ACC title, BCS berth

BY TIM REYNOLDS
The Associated Press

MIAMI — Their rivalry
formed about a decade ago in the
Big East, and moving to the Atlan-
tic Coast Conference only height-
ened the disdain Miami and Vir-
ginia Tech have for each other.

The Hurricanes want revenge;
they were simply awful in last
year’s 31-7 loss at Virginia Tech,
losing the ball four times and
their cool countless others. The
Hokies want respect; they’ve beat-
en Miami in six of the last nine
years, yet usually have found
themselves looking up at the
Canes by year’s end.

Saturday’s showdown between
the league’s two newcomers at
the Orange Bowl will essentially
serve as the ACC

M Virginia Tech at Miami,
7 p.m. CET Saturday,
AFN-Sports.

ticket to a Bowl Championship Se-
ries game for the fifth straight
year; No. 10 Virginia Tech (9-2,
6-1), winners of seven straight
games, can win the ACC title out-
right and reach the BCS for the
first time since the 1999 season.
“It's going to be a long after-
noon,” Miami coach Larry Coker
said. “I's an afternoon where
we'll have to, as we say, keep
punching. T hope they don't even
turn the scoreboard on. I don’t
even want to know what the score
is. 1 just want to play until some-
body says (hey ‘win or we win.”
Last year’s game in Blacksburg
was marred by fights and Miami
accusing Virginia Tech of cheap

game, with the winner set to rep-
resent the conference at the
Sugar Bowl on Jan. 3 and the
loser headed to the Peach Bowl
on New Year’s Eve night.

“Each year, we put a star by
Miami on the schedule,” Virginia
Tech quarterback Bryan Randall
said. “We feel like when we get to
that game, that should be the big-
gest game of the year if every-
thing works itself out right. This
year, it just so happened that it is
really the biggest game.”

No. 9 Miami (8-2, 5-2) is look-
ing to send off the seniors playing
their home finale in style, with a

shots, two knocking
defensive tackles Santonio Tho-
mas and Orien Harris from the

game.

What really doomed Miami
that night, though, was an array
of uncharacteristic errors.

Virginia Tech’s defense scored
two touchdowns, getting one
when Roscoe Parrish was inexpli-
cably stripped while running a re-
verse.

Miami was flagged for 14 penal-
ties, costing it 117 yards. The Hur-
ricanes’ Kevin Everett dropped a
certain touchdown on a fake field
goal, and the Hokies blocked an-
other field goal try.

“Everything kind of went our
way in that ballgame,” Hokies
coach Frank Beamer said. “T've al-
ways thought last year is last
year. This week’s a new week and
all I'm seeing is the same kind of
talent at Miami and it’s probably
coming together now better than
it has at any time this season.”

The Hurricanes’ last game was
perhaps their most complete, a
52-7 romp past Wake Forest two
weeks ago. Since then, they've fix-
ated on the chance to atone for
last year’s loss to the Hokies.

“I'm going to finish off strong,
no matter who I'm playing,” said
senior cornerback Antrel Rolle,
who was kicked out of last year’s
game for fighting DeAngelo Hall.
“But it’s a plus going against Vir-
ginia Tech. They gave us a pretty
bad whooping last year, so I'm
going to have every intention to
give them the same.”

Berlin is having a monster year
for the Hurricanes, sllencmg ms
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Miami quarterback Brock Berlin
was sacked three times and inter-
cepted twice in last season’s
31-7 loss at Virginia Tech.

teams single-handedly with his
arm,” Hokies safety Vincent Full-
er said. “When you get a pass
rush on the quarterback and get
him under duress, they pay more
attention to that than the receiv-
ers down the field.”

This game didn’t need any
more hype. Naturally, some
found its way to Miami’s bulletin

Following last week’s 24-10 vic-
tory over Virginia that secured
the Hokies at least a share of the
title, safety James

thrown for 21 touchdowns agamsl
only four mteroepuons, hasn’t
been picked off in nearly two
months and is peaking at the per-
fect time.

But the Hokies rattled him last
year, sacking him three times and
intercepting two passes.

“When he’s comfortable, when
he has protection from his offen-
sive line, he has the ability to beat

Griffin held a small sign on the
ﬁldelme It read “ACC Champi-
on

Techmca].ly correct, yet undeni-
ably offensive to the Miami side.

“It’s like a lack of respect,” Par-
rish said. “I guess they still livin
off of last year. They don’t respect
us and they're just looking at us
like we're a little anonymous
team or something. .. They'll
see.”

Tennessee can bail out BCS with victory

BY PAUL NEWBERRY

The Associated Press

ATLANTA — The guys who
run the BCS may want to learn
the words to “Rocky Top” and
rummage around in their closets
for something orange.

Tennessee is their best hope for
a bailout.

The Volunteers could save the
beleaguered Bowl Championship
Series from a major headache by
upsetting No. 3 Auburn in the
Southeastern ~ Conference title
game Saturday night.

As things stand now, the Tigers
(11-0) figure to get the short end
of the national championship
stick. Southern Cal and OKlaho-
ma are 1-2 in the BCS standings,
which determine the teams that
will meet Jan. 4 in the Orange
Bowl.

If all three teams win Saturday
— USC (11-0) closes the regu-
lar-season against UCLA; Oklaho-
ma (11-0) takes on Colorado in
the Big 12 championship — Au-
burn will be the odd team out in
all likelihood.

Each member of The Big Three
is a heavy favorite this weekend,
but No. 15 Tennessee (9-2) is
clearly the best of the opponents.

The Vols overcame the loss of
their top two quarterbacks, plus a
shaky defense, to knock off fa-
vored Georgia in the SEC East.

W SEC championship:
Auburn vs. Tennessee
at Atlanta, midnight CET
Saturday, AFN-Pacific.

“This is why guys came here, to
play for SEC championships,”
safety Jason Allen said. “We have
to take advantage of this opportu-
nity.”

Tennessee has a little extra mo-
tivation, too.

In early October, Auburn held
its coming-out party at Neyland
Stadium, stunning the Vols 34-10.
Tennessee spent the rest of the
season vowing to earn a trip to At-
lanta for another shot at the Ti-
gers.

“The first game against Au-
burn, we didn’t play as well as we
would have like to have played, so
we feel we have something to
prove,” center Jason Respert

said.

Motivation aside, the Vols are a
decided underdog — 14 points
as of Thursday — because
third-stringer Rick Clausen is
now starting at quarterback and
the defense gave up 64 points to
SEC lightweights Vanderbilt and
Kentucky in the last two games.

Clausen took over when fresh-
men Erik Ainge (separated shoul-
der) and Brent Schaeffer (broken
collarbone) went down. The
younger brother of former Ten-
nessee quarterback Casey Claus-

Tennessee QB Rick Clausen
threw for 349 yards against Ken-
tucky last week but will face a
decidedly tougher Auburn de-
fense in the SEC title game.

en threw for 349 yards against
Kentucky, but the fill-in will be
facing a much stronger defense
this week.

Auburn is giving up less than
10 points a game.

“Tam very excited,” Rick Claus-
en said. “Things happen for a rea-
son, and you have to roll with the
punches. Everyone faces a little
adversity, and il makes you a
stronger person.”

The Vols faced plenty of adver-
sity in their first meeting against
Auburn — and they sure didn’t
react very well.

The offense turned the ball
over six times, while the offense
gave up 400 yards. Quarterback
Jason Campbell had a field day
against Tennessee’s inexperi-
enced secondary.

Auburn — which also has the
dynamic running back duo of Car-
nell “Cadillac” Williams and Ron-
nie Brown — must be salivating
at the chance to get another crack
at this defense, especially when
watching the film of the last two
games.

No one has thrived more than
Campbell in the West Coast of-
fense installed by coordinator Al
Borges.

“I think it’s the variety of plays
and formations we run,” Camp-
bell said. “We are not a predict-
able offense, and everyone feels
more comfortable going into the
games. I feel like (Borges’) sys-
tem is a better made system for a
quarterback to make plays. It
gives you the opportunity to just
play and not worry about making
mistakes.”

On the other side of the line is a
defense eager to silence its crit-
ics.

“We are looking forward to
playing against Jason Campbell,”
Allen said. “He is a great quarter-
back and definitely the best quar-
terback in the SEC. He has a lot of
weapons around him, with Cadil-
lac and Ronme Brown and the re-
ceiving corp.”

Navy’s Eckel
still rising on
academy’s
rush charts

BY BILL FLEISCHMAN
Philadelphia Daily News

PHILADELPHIA — The ol’
fullback from Philly’s Episcopal
Academy is in pretty good foot-
ball company at the Naval Acade-
my.

Kyle Eckel is tied with Heis-
man Trophy winner Joe Bellino
for fourth in career rushing touch-
downs (24). Former NFL player
Napoleon McCallum is third with
31.

Eckel’s 12 100-yard rushing
games tie him for fourth, seven
behind leader McCallum’s 19.
Eckel also is fourth on Navy’s ca-
reer rushing chart with 2,642
yards.

The 5-11, 240-pound Eckel is
pleased with his accomplish-
ments, but he is more proud that
he is part of Navy’s football reviv-
al under coach Paul Johnson.

“(The stats) are special and
mean a lot to me,” Eckel said on
the phone from Annapolis, Md.
“Running the ball a lot in this sys-
tem is a big reason I came here.
But what means more is the game
this weekend.”

Navy, 8-2 and headed for the
Emerald Bowl in San Francisco
on Dec. 30, meets Army (2-8) at
Lincoln Financial Field on Satur-
day.

Navy has won two in a row to
trim Army’s advantage in the re-
spected series to 49-48-7.

The Midshipmen have recov-
ered from the 1-10 and 0-10
records of 2000 and '01 to the
point that they are confident en-
tering every game.

“The attitude every week is, we
can win this game,” Eckel said.

“It’s a lot of hard work and de-
sire. We try to make sure we keep
alevel head but still use our emo-
tions to our advantage.”

Talent also is a reason for Na-
vy’s success. Eckel has attracted
attention from NFL scouts. He is
scheduled to play in the
East- Wesl Shrine game and the
Hula Boy

No one at Navy has appreciated
Eckel’s contributions more than
Johnson. Referring to Eckel, the
coach said, “He’s Mr. Tough Guy,
a blue-collar player. He has good
balance and he’s strong.”

Punishing opposing tacklers
isn't Eckel's only role with the
Midshipmen. He also speaks up
in the locker room.

“He’s one of our more vocal
players,” quarterback Aaron Po-
lanco said. “Before games he
tries to get us pumped (by) saying
what’s on his mind.

“There shouldn’t be alot of talk
needed this week. There will be a
lot of guys standing up and yell-
ing in each other’s faces and what
this game means to us and our
program,” Eckel said.

W 105th Army-Navy game
at Philadelphia,
8:30 p.m. CET Saturday,
AFN-Atlantic; AFN-Pacific.
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Favre happy to have helping hand on field

Packers 6-0 since emergency replacement Sherman took over as play-caller on sideline

BY ARNIE STAPLETON
The Associated Press

GREEN BAY, Wis. — It seems
like old times for Brett Favre.

For the first time since Mike
Holmgren paced the Packers'
sidelines in the 1990s, Favre has
his play-caller on the field with
him, and the 35-year-old quarter-
back is thriving under the im-
promptu arrangement.

“He sees, he hears, he feels
what’s going on,” Favre said of
coach Mike Sherman, who took
over the play-calling after offen-
sive coordinator Tom Rossley’s
emergency heart operation in Oc-
tober.

The Packers are 6-0 since.

During that stretch, Favre has
completed more than two-thirds
of his passes, thrown for 13 touch-
downs and five interceptions and
been sacked just twice while com-
piling an impressive 102.9 passer
rating.

“It's working well now and
there’s no need for any changes
when stuff is working good,” said
Rossley, who still installs the
game plan.

He also advises Sherman from
the coaches box on trends during
the game now that he doesn’t
have to scan his down-and-dis-
tance charts as plays are finish-
ing up.

“I'm able to focus on the game
a little bit more and I want to tell
you, Mike’s doing a good job of
calling it right now and things are
working. We're in a good flow,”
Rossley said.

Sherman dismisses suggestions
the change was the impetus for
the team’s turnaround from a 1-4

3

In the Green Bay Packers’ past six games, Brett Favre has completed more than two-thirds of his passes,

thrown for 13 TDs and five interceptions and been sacked just twice while compi

start heading into Sunday’s show-
down at Philadelphia (10-1). He
insists it’s really just a subtle
switch of some responsibilities
and that the arrangement re-
mains a week-to-week thing.
Favre said it’s easier for him to
have his play-caller on the side-

line, but realizes it's a heavy bur-
den for the coach: “I told Mike, ‘T
can only imagine how difficult it'’s
going to be to call the game. I
Kknow it's difficult, but I said, ‘Put
itin my hands.””

Sherman has done that, meet-
ing with Favre before kickoffs

a102.9 passer rating.

and then huddling with him
throughout the game for his
thoughts.

“He'll come over to me after a
series and ask me what I think,”
Favre said. “We meet in here be-
fore the game and he’ll show me
10 or 15 passes that he recom-

‘mends or, really, I've recommend-
ed. And he’ll throw in some. He’ll
say, ‘What do you think?” And I'll
say, ‘I like that.’ Or if I don’t like
it, “You move this one up, you
move this one down.’ In the
course of the game, he’ll come
over and say, ‘What do you think?"
And so, it makes it a lot easier.”

Both men seem to benefit from
the increased communication.

“The one thing is that coach
Sherman is right there and Favre
can come up to him and say, ‘This
is what I'm thinking,’ or ‘What
are you seeing out there?’ ” quar-
terbacks coach Darrell Bevell
said. “Just because you can walk
right up to a guy, that may mean
better communication. Whereas,
Tom might have been having
those conversations with the head
coach or another coach and
bouncing those ideas off of them.
You don’t want to get Brett on the
phone every single time.”

Bevell said it’s not an arrange-
ment that would work well every-
where. Not all teams have a quar-
terback of Favre’s pedigree and
experience or a coach of Sher-
man’s temperament who is as will-
ing to listen to what his players
have to say.

“One thing about Mike is he lis-
tens, especially during the
game,” Favre said. “Maybe at
practice or meetings he may
brush it off or make a joke about
it, but during the game when it’s
crunch time, everyone’s true col-
ors show. And the mark of a good
coach is a guy who will listen and
will not become too overbearing
or have an ‘I know it all’ type atti-
tude — ‘OK, can you beat the guy?
All right, let’s try it

“You've got to be Wlllmg to give
alittle bit, too, and he is.”

TE Shockey sounds

The Associated Press

EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. —
The New York Giants’ four-game
losing streak and fading playoff
hopes finally got the best of Jere-
my Shockey.

The emotional tight end ex-
pressed his displeasure with the
team in a nearly 10-minute salty
discussion with the media Thurs-
day, during which he said team
morale was “pretty low.”

“I'm not going to lie to you,”
Shockey said. “Everyone’s kind
of looking around for someone
else to say stuff. It's pretty bad,
but we've got everything in the
world to play for.”

The Giants (5-6) are tied with
St. Louis for the sixth-best record
in the NFC heading into Sunday’s
game at Washington against the
Redskins (3-8).

However, New York has lost
five of six and has been beset by
injuries on defense, particularly
the chest injury that sidelined de-
fensive end Michael Strahan for
the rest of the season.

While the defense has held to-
gether, the offense has produced

Briefs

little — even with No. 1 draft pick
Eli Manning replacing Kurt
Warner at quarterback.

Shockey, who has dropped
more than his fair share of passes
this season, said he has spoken to
teammates about being positive.

“I told a bunch of people, ‘If
you don’t believe we're in it, walk
out the door. I'll pay your salary. I
don’t (care).” ” Shockey said. “We
control our own destiny from this
point, and the only thing we can
control is beating Washington.”

Shockey said losing Strahan

hurt the team from a leadership
standpoint.
“He’s always been a vocal lead-
er the 12 or 13 years he’s been
here for,” the third-year pro said.
“We've got young guys. It's tough
— you just keep messing up and
people keep not doing their as-
signments.”

Shockey said he’d like to see his
teammates show they’re in the
game, even when they are on the
sidelines.

off about Giants’ losing streak

NFL injury update
Injuries to pmmmen( NFL players, fol~
wed by team's prognosis. Gee' Fr-

day’s edition for complete injury report
prgvided by the league):

jants: DT Lorenzo Bromell (knee) was.

maced on Injured reserve Thursday.
Green (bruised ribs
and M) MISSEd pracice hirscay and
ls auestmname for Sunday's game at
Oaklan:

Jaguars: OT Marcus Stroud (knee)
missed practice Thursday but is expect-
edtoplay against Pitisburgh on sunday.

: WR Andre’ Dav
Was placed on njared reserve {rsday.

He added that the Giants need
torestore the confidence they had
earlier in the season when they
opened with four wins in five
games. Shockey also said the
team needs to win at all costs this
weekend.

“I don’t care how dirty you've
got to play, we need a win,” he
said. “We're desperate. The Wash-
ington Redskins are desperate,
t00.”

Jets QB Pennington
to start against Texans

HEMPSTEAD, N.Y. — New
York Jets quarterback Chad Pen-
nington will start Sunday’s game

against the Houston Texans after
sitting out the last three games
with a strained right rotator cuff.

Coach Herman Edwards made
the move official Friday, though it
comes as little surprise. Penning-
ton was listed a questionable all
week, but he practiced with the
first-team offense and took the
ma]onty of snaps with the start-

“The biggest concern for Ed-
wards was getting Pennington
back into game-shape. Penning-
ton has had no setbacks with his
shoulder, and no pain or discom-
fort after three straight days of
practice.

“I'm excited about playing with
my teammates on Sunday,” Pen-
nington said in a statement. “I
feel confident that I can help the
team compete. My shoulder is no
longer a concern.”

Pennington got hurt Nov. 7
against Buffalo after a scramble.
The Jets (8-3) went 2-1 without
him, winning with backup Quincy
Carter and staying in the playoff
race. But the offense never got in
a groove with Carter, scoring two
touchdowns in the last two
games.

Cardinals’ Smith upbeat about
chance of playing Sunday

TEMPE, Ariz. — Fifteen years
in the NFL have taught Emmitt
Smith more than just how to slip
tackles. He's also become an ex-
ample of how to fight through inju-
ry.

A day after appearing with a
boot to protect his sprained ankle
and toe, the Arizona Cardinals
running back wore regular foot-
wear and talked as if he still
hopes to play Sunday in Detroit.

“They say two to three weeks
with me and, in a lot of cases, it
can be two to three weeks,” Smith
said Thursday. “But the things
that I do to assist my body and the
things we're doing inside the
training room, that’s the normal
protocol. The things I do extra on
top of that is something that I
think will help speed up the nor-
‘mal protocol.

“I have some appointments
today, and I look forward to see-
ing how those appointments work
and how everything comes togeth-
er. So we’'ll see how it feels tomor-
row.”
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Nowitzki, Mavs win Lone Star duel

Mavs’ star wins
showdown with
Rockets’ T-Mac

BY JAIME ARON
The Associated Press

DALLAS — Dirk Nowitzki and
Tracy McGrady were trading bas-
kets and exchanging winks, each
advormg their game of “Top
This!”

A jumper here, a rebound
there. A three-pointer matched
by a driving
layup. A 90
run fc

r

NBA McGrady, a
roundup FrXESYe
Nowitzki.

When it was
finally over, McGrady stood at
midcourt, ready to admit defeat
and congratulate the winner.

Nowitzki and the Dallas Maver-
icks won the game of the season
in the NBA thus far, beating
McGrady and the Houston Rock-
ets 113-106 in overtime Thursday
night

Their one-on-one duel over-
shadowed the expected battle of
young stars later in the night,
Cleveland’s LeBron James vs.
Denver’s Carmelo Anthony. To a
national cable television audi-
ence, Dallas-Houston was just
supposed to be the warmup act,

113-106 OT win over Houslon.

but viewers might as well have
gone to sleep early because this
one deserved to be savored — in
contrast to Cleveland’s 92-73 vic-
tory in Denver.

Nowitzki led the way with §3
points, the most ever by a Dallas
player and tops in the NBA this
season. He also had season highs
in rebounds (16) and blocks
(four), plus three steals, yet the
most amazing part was that he al-
ways seemed to get them at the
right time.

McGrady scored 48 points, the

second-most in the NBA this sea-
son, and had nine assists and nine
rebounds, narrowly missing the
third triple-double of his career.

“This was by far one of the best
I've ever been a part of, two of the
league’s superstars both putting
their teams on their backs,” Hous-
ton forward Juwan Howard said.

“I'm going to be telling my kids
about this one,” said Dallas for-
ward Josh Howard.

Nowitzki hit his first four shots,
including a four-possession se-
quence that saw him get
bounds on defense and nail jump-
ers, and knew then he’d have a
good night.

Even though he missed eight of
his next nine shots, he was still
being productive by getting to the
foul line, and his confidence
never waned.

The German star opened the
fourth quarter with a 9-0 run, as-
sisted on the next basket, then
scored again. He scored the first
10 points of overtime and came
up big on defense, too, stripping
Jim Jackson on a drive to the bas-
ket and poking the ball away from
McGrady on Houston’s next pos-
session.

“There are some nights when
the basket had a lid on it, but to-
night it looked big,” said Nowitz-
ki, who finished 15-for-32, and
was 21-for-22 from the line. “It
was amazing.”

McGrady’s  breakout —game
came following a long chat with
coach Jeff Van Gundy, whose de-

fense-first approach seemed to be
most smothering on McGrady.
The two-time scoring champion
was averaging 20.2 points per
game, just 24th-best in the league.

“I understand what he wants
me to do now, which is to be ag-
gressive, the way I was in Orlan-
do,” McGrady said. “I was pas-
sive.”

McGrady missed a free throw
with 27.1 seconds left in regula-
tion that could’ve won it. On Dal
las’ last possession, Nowitzki
passed to Jerry Stackhouse for an
ill-advised shot in the closing sec-
onds, giving Houston one last try.
McGrady was double-teamed, so
he passed to Bob Sura and he
missed a three-pointer at the buzz-

er.

McGrady hit a three-pointer
with 1:03 left in overtime that
made it 108-104. A layup by Jack-
son with 20.4 got Houston back
within four, but the Rockets
couldn’t get any close in losing
their fifth straight.

When it ended, McGrady and
Nowitzki slapped hands and
hugged.

McGrady said something and
Nowitzki cracked a sly smile.

Cavaliers 92, Nuggets 73: At
Denver, James had 17 points,
eight rebounds and nine assists to
help Cleveland embarrass Antho-
ny and Denver in front of a boo-
ing crowd at the Pepsi Center.

Anthony missed seven of his
first eight shots en route to a
14-point night. He finished
6-for-20 and had five turnovers.

Anthony appears in controversial DVD

The Associated Press

DENVER — A homemade
DVD shows Denver Nuggets star
Carmelo Anthony with a man
who warns that people who tip po-
lice about drug deals “get a hole
in their head.”

The remark was apparently

in a conversation on a
street in Baltimore, where Antho-
ny grew up. In excerpts broad-
cast on television stations in Den-
ver and Baltimore on Thursday,
Anthony does not appear to be
participating in that part of the
discussion.

Anthony’s agent, Calvin An-
drews, said Anthony “did not
knowingly participate in the pro-
duction of this DVD and does not
approve of its message or con-
tent.”

n a written statement, An-
drews said Anthony visited with
people from his old neighborhood
in Baltimore last summer.

“Carmelo has never denied the
fact that he comes from a tough
neighborhood. He does not con-
done some of the things that hap-
pen there and has worked very
hard to rise above that difficult en-
vironment,” Andrews said.

‘The DVD was shown just hours
before the Nuggets were to play
the Cleveland Cavaliers in Antho-
ny’s highly anticipated matchup
with LeBron James.

Anthony scored 14 points in a
92-73 loss and did not speak with
reporters.

The DVD 15 the laleat in a se-

¥
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He got into a bar fight in New
York in September, and police ar-
rested two men on extortion
charges for allegedly trying to
sell him a videotape of the fight
for $3 million.

Airport inspectors found mari-
juanain Anthony’s backpack in Oc-
tober, but prosecutors dropped a
drug charge after a friend said the
marijuana was his and Anthony
didn’t know about it. The friend,
James Cunningham of St. Louis,
now faces a charge of possessing
less than an ounce of marijuana.

The DVD also shows a laugh-
ing Anthony saying his Olympic
bronze medal “is in a lake some-
where,” KMGH-TV in Denver re-
ported, but it wasn’t clear wheth-
er he was joking. Anthony was un-
happy with his playing time at the
Athens Games, and U.S. coach
Larry Brown called him lazy.

Jayson Williams to be retried

SOMERVILLE, N.J. — Former
NBA star Jayson Williams will be
retried on a manslaughter charge
in the shotgun slaying of a limou-
sine driver at his mansion, a
judge ruled Thursday.

Judge Edward Coleman denied
requests by Williams’ lawyers to
dismiss the reckless manslaugh-
ter charge. But the judge barred

cover-up of dle shooting when the
case is retri

Jury Selection is set to begin
March 7.

The 36-year-old former New
Jersey Nets star faces a retrial be-
cause of a mixed verdict deliv-
ered April 30. The jury acquitted
Williams of the most serious of-
fense, aggravated manslaughter,
but deadlocked on the charge of
reckless manslaughter. He was
convicted of charges stemming
from an attempt to conceal the
shooting.

Prosecutors said Williams was
handling the gun recklessly when
it went off and killed Costas
“Gus” Christofi, S5. The defense
maintained the 2002 shooting was
purely an accident.

Murphy te: in own trial
HOUSTON — Taking the stand
in his own defense, Hall of Fame
basketball player Calvin Murphy
denied allegations that he sexual-
ly abused five of his 10 daughters.
Murphy, 56, is accused of abus-
ing five of his 10 daughters be-
tween 1988 and 1991. He faces
three charges of indecency with a
child and three charges of aggra-
vated sexual assault of a child.
On Thursday, defense attorney
Rusty Hardin asked the former
Houston Rockets guard whether
he “intentionally and knowingly
engaged in sexual contact” with
his daughters “by touching the
genitals with the intent to arouse
or graufy your sexual desire.”
ot,”

ries of
for the Nuggets ar.

Basketball - player's  attempted

not,” Murphy re-
sponded. “No, I did not.”

Murphy’s lawyers claim the al-
legations by his daughters, now
all adults, stem from a dispute
over money.

His attorneys say three of the
five daughters have been trying
to claim $52,408 in death benefits
left in an account belonging to
their mother, Phyllis Davidson.
Murphy had a 20-year relation-
ship and four children with David-
son, who died in a car accident in
1996.

Bobcats’ Wallace taken

to hospital with concussion

CHARLOTTE, —
lotte Bobcats furward Gerald Walr
lace suffered a concussion Thurs-
day after being hit in the face
with an elbow during practice.

Wallace was taken from the
court on a stretcher and taken to
Presbyterian Hospital in Char-
lotte, where he was diagnosed as
suffering a Grade II concussion,
or one that results in amnesia. He
won't play in the Bobcats' next
game at New York on Saturday,
the team said.

Wallace, who appeared to be
briefly unconscious, was awake
and moving his arms and legs as
he was strapped onto a backboard
and loaded into the ambulance.

Wallace was defending for-
ward Tamar Slay during a scrim-
mage when he was injured.

Wallace, selected from Sacra-
mento in June’s expansion draft,
has started all 13 games for the

beats. Known for his aggres-
sive style, he’s fourth on the team
in scoring at 11.4 points and third
in rebounding at 5.9 per game.

NBA scoreboard

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Divli:ion

L Pct GB
New York 8 6 571 —
oston 6 8 429 2
Philadelphia 6 8409 2
Toronto 710 412 2%
New Jersey 312 200 5%
Southeast Division
orlando 9 5 643 —
jami 10 6 65 -
Washington 8 565 %
Charlotte 310 231 5%
Atlanta 212 183 7
Central Division
Indiana 105 667 —
Cley 0 6.65 %
etroit 77 50 2%

Milwaukee 4 9 .38 5
i 2 10 167 6%
Western Conference
Southwest Division
WL

Pct GB
san Antonio 813 —
Dallas. 647 2%
Houston 383 T
Memphis 313
New Orleans onou
‘North i
Seattle 1403 84
Minnesota 9 5 683 3%
Portland 8 6 571 4%
Denver 8 753 5
Utah 8 8 500 5%
Pacific Division
nix 132 867 -
10 5 667 3
10 665 3
akers 9 7 563 4%
Golden State 1214 9%

wrsday's games
Dallas 113, Houston 106, OT
Cleveland 52, enver 73

riday’s games

Toronto at Boten
Washington at Atlanta
Orlando at New York
Detroit at San Antonio
Philadelphia at Memphis
Miami at Chicago

ian: cramento

Golden State at LA Lakers
iay's games.

Memphis at Orlando

New York at Charlotte

ta at New Jersey
Chicago at Washington
Detroit at New Orleans
Utah at Dallas

ntonio at Milwaukee
Philadelphia at Houston

Charlotte at LA. Clippers
Boston at Golden State

Thursday
Mavericks 113, Rockets 106
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BALCO founder:
Jones used drugs

Conte tells ABC he watched gold
medalist inject growth hormone

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Olympic star
Marion Jones injected herself in
the leg with human growth hor-
mone while BALCO head Victor
Conte watched, he told ABC
News in an interview for “20/20,”
to be broadcast Friday.

Jones also was given other per-
formance-enhancing drugs by
Conte, one of four men indicted in

he said. “She was wearing stretch
bicycle shorts, and she pulled up
the spandex above her right
thigh. She dialed up the cartridge
injector to deliver 4.5 units of
growth hormone. I was sitting
about a foot away from her as she
injected the growlh hormone into
her quadricep.”

Jones, who is under investiga-
tion for steroid use by the U.S.
Anti-Doping Agency, has denied

an alleged steroid-di

using any -enhanc

ones' attorneys denied she
ever used performance-enhanc-
ing drug

T excerpts released by the net-
work of the interview to be broad-
cast Friday night, Conte said he
started supplying Jones with per-
formance-enhancing drugs in the
weeks leading up to the 2000
Olympics, where Jones won five
medals.

Conte said he gave her a sub-
stance called “the clear,” which
was later determined to be THG,
EPO and insulin. He also showed
her how to inject hGH into her
e

2.

“After I instructed her how to
do it and dialed it up, she did the
injection with me sitting right
there next to her ... right in front
of me,” he told ABC.

Conte told ESPN the Magazine
for an upcoming issue that Jones
wasn't nervous about injecting
herself.

“There was a lot she needed to
know, like how to assemble it,
how to get the air bubbles out of
the cartridge so she didn’t inject
air, and how to inject herself ...,”

ing drugs and passed a lie detec-
tor test arranged by her attorneys
in June.

“Mr. Conte’s statements have
been wildly contradictory, while

ion Jones has steadfastly
maintained her position through-
out: She has never, ever used per-
formance-enhancing drugs,” said
her attorney, Rich Nichols. “..
Mr. Conte is simply not credible.
We challenge him to submit to the
same lie detector pm.edure that
Marion Jones passed.”

Phone calls and e-mails to Con-
te’s attorney, Robert Holley,
weren't immediately returned.

Jones, who failed to win a
medal at this year’s Olympics,
has never failed a drug test, but
Conte said no accurate tests exist-
ed for the substances he gave her
during the approximately 13
months he worked with her.

“I know that she was tested
many, many times from the time-
frame that I worked with her ...
And she obviously passed all
those drug tests, including the
ones at the Olympic Games,” he
said. “So as I told you earlier ..
it’s hke taking candy from a
baby.

AP

Sprinter Marion Jones injected
herself in the leg with human
growth hormone and was given
other performance-enhancing
drugs, BALCO founder Victor
Conte told ABC News.

International Olympic Commit-
tee president Jacques Rogge said
he was aware of Conte’s accusa-
tions.

“I hope the truth will emerge,”
he said. “We want the truth. We
want to know what happened and
the more we know the better.”

Conte also told ESPN the Maga-
zine that a new drug, which he
dubs “the clear III,” is currently
in circulation.

Conte was indicted in February
by the grand jury investigating
the Bay Area Laboratory Co-Op-
erative. Conte, BALCO vice presi-
dent James Valente, Barry
Bonds' personal trainer Greg
Anderson and track coach Remi
Korchemny all have pleaded not
guilty to the charges.

Conte also said he developed a
plan to use drugs to help Tim
Montgomery, the father of Jones’
baby, break the world record in
the 100 meters in 2002. Montgom-
ery’s attorney, Howard Jacobs,
declined to comment on the charg-

Con(e also admitted to giving
steroids to Anderson, but did not
know whether Anderwn gave
any of them to Bonds or other
baseball players.
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Testimony could cost
Giambi $120M contract

BY RONALD BLUM
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Jason Giambi
might have taken his final swing
for the New York Yankees.

His reported testimony that he
used steroids might lead the Yan-
kees to terminate his $120 million
contract and allow baseball com-
missioner Bud Selig to discipline
him.

Giambi said he injected him-
self with human growth hormone
in 2003 and used steroids for at
least three seasons, according to a
grand jury transcript reviewed
by the San Francisco Chronicle.

His testimony last December,
before a federal grand jury inves-
tigating illegal steroid distribu-
tion, contradicts his public procla-
mations that he never used perfor-
mance-enhancing drugs.

Penalties for steroid use in base-
ball began in 2003, but testing that
identified players didn’t start
until the next season. While disci-
pline is spelled out for positive
tests and criminal convictions, ad-
mission of steroid use is not ad-
dressed, possibly giving Selig an
opening to punish Giambi.

Selig repeatedly has called for
year-round random testing and
harsher penalties, but manage-
ment and the players’ association
have failed to reach an agree-
ment. The contract runs through
the 2006 season.

“I've been saying for many
months: I instituted a very, very
tough program in the minor
leagues on steroids in 2001. We
need to have that program at the
major league level,” Selig said
Thursday in Washington, D.C.
“We’re going to leave no stone un-
turned until we have that policy
in place by spring training 2005.”

Giambi, the 2000 American
League MVP with Oakland,
signed a seven-year contract with
the Yankees before the 2002 sea-
son, the sixth-highest deal in base-

ball history.
Bothered by
an injured
knee, Giambi
hit just .250 in
2003. He bat-
ted .208 and
played in only
80 games last
season, miss-
ing time be-
cause of a
sprained right
ankle, fatigue and a benign tumor,
which the New York Daily News

Giambi

reported was in his pituitary
gland.
Giambi reportedly testified

that one of the drugs he thought
he used was Clomid, a female fer-
tility drug that some medical ex-
perts say can exacerbate a pitu-
itary tumor.

Giambi’s agent, Arn Tellem,
didn’t return telephone calls seek-
ing comment.

New York still owes Giambi $82
million, but the Yankees might be
able to get out of the deal.

They could argue Giambi’s use
of steroids violated his contract,
allowing them to terminate it; vio-
lated the guarantee language of
the deal, allowing them to release
him at a fraction of the remaining
money; or caused him to be in-
jured or unavailable, meaning he
was paid at a time when he was at
less than full strength.

“We have met with the commis-
sioner’s office today and will con-
tinue to work with them to obtain
all of the facts in this matter,”
Yankees President Randy Levine
said. “We have made no decisions
and will keep all of our options
open.

Asked in F ‘ebruary whether he
had ever taken performance-en-
hancing drugs, Giambi said: “Are
you talking about steroids? No.”

However, he told grand jurors
he used steroids during the
2001-2003 seasons, the Chronicle
reported Thursday.

Bonds: MVP sought help for arthritis, lack of sleep

BONDS, FROM BACK PAGE

former Giants Arman-

Anderson has been Bonds’

trainer

“It was in the ballpark .. in front of every-
body. T mean, all the reporters, my team-
males 1 mean, they all saw it. I didn’t hide
it”

The transcript shows that before he testi-
fied, Bonds was told he would not be prose-
cuted for any crimes he admitted as long
as he told the truth to the grand jury. But if
he lied under oa e prosecutors
warned, he could face prosecution for per-
jury. It is illegal to obtain steroids and
human growth hormone without a doctor’s
prescription.

Faced with the same warning and simi-
lar evidence, five other baseball players
who were summoned to San Francisco to
testify last year confessed to the grand jury

do Rios, Benito Santia-
g0 and Bobby Estalella.

The players said they
had come to know
Anderson because he
was Bonds’ trainer.

A sixth witness, Yan-
kees outfielder Gary
Sheffield, testified that
while he trained with
Bonds in the Bay Area
before the 2002 base-
ball season, Bonds had arranged for him to
receive “the cream,” “the clear” and “red
beans,” which the prosecutors identified as
steroid pills.

Sheffield said he had never been told
that the were steroids. Bonds

Bonds

that they had used perfor:
ing drugs provided by Anderson.

One week after Bonds testified, New
York Yankees first baseman Jason Giambi
and his brother Jeremy, both former Oak-
land A’s, described in detail how they had
injected themselves with performance-en-
hancing drugs. The Giambis testified they
were drawn to Anderson because of
Bonds’ success.

Other players who admitted their use of
performance-enhancing ~ drugs ~ were

also was using “the cream” and “the
clear,” Sheffield said.

“Nothing was between me and Greg,”
Sheffield testified. “Barry pretty much con-
trolled everything. .. It was basically
Barry (saying), ‘Trust me. Do what I do.’

“... Tknow I've seen Greg give Barry the
same thing I was taking. I didn’t see him
taking those red beans, but I seen him tak-
ing this (clear) and this cream here.”

‘Attorneys for Sheffield and Santiago ex-

pressed dismay that the secrecy of the
grand jury had been violated.

Santiago’s attorney, David Cornwell,
also said, “If any performance-enhancing
drugs were ingested, they were ingested
unknowingly.”

Rios’ attorney, Chris Cannon, dismissed
the report as “ancient history.” Estalella
could not be reached for comment.

Since the BALCO scandal erupted,
Bonds has insisted he never used banned
drugs. But in statements they later denied
making, both Conte and BALCO Vice Presi-
dent James Valente, also indicted, told in-
vestigators that Anderson was supplying
steroids to Bonds, court records show.

In addition, The Chronicle has reported
that in a secretly recorded conversation,
Anderson said Bonds had used an “unde-
tectable” performance-enhancing  drug
during the 2003 season.

Bonds hit 73 home runs in 2001, break-
ing one of baseball’s most storied records.
He hit his 703rd home run this past season
and is expected to pass Babe Ruth’s mark
of 714 next year. Last month, at age 40,
Bonds won his fourth consecutive National
League Most Valuable Player award and
the seventh of his career, more than any
other player.

throughout his assault on the home run
record.

In his grand jury testimony, Bonds de-
scribed Anderson as a boyhood friend with
whom he reconnected in 1998, when
Anderson was working as a personal train-
er on the Peninsula.

Bonds said he had begun using the
cream and the clear substance at a time
when he was aching with arthritis and was
distraught over the terminal illness of his
father, former Giants All-Star Bobby
Bonds, who died Aug. 23, 2003.

“I have bad arthritis. I've played 18
years, bad knees, surgeries and so on,”
Bonds testified, adding that he wanted a
product that would “take the arthritis pain
away that I feel in the mornings when it’s
super cold ...

“T was bam:ng with the problems with
my father and the —]usl the lack of sleep,
lack of everything.”

But Bonds said he got little help from
Anderson’s products.Eventually, Bonds
said he had stopped using the products, tell-
ing the grand jury, “If it’s a steroid, it’s not
working.”

Bonds insisted he had never paid Ander-
son for drugs or supplements, but he ac-
knowledged paying him $15,000 in 2003
for weight training.
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Bonds testified to steroid use

Giants slugger admitted taking
substances from BALCO, but
denied knowing they were drugs

San Francisco Giants slugger Barry Bonds reportedly admitted during grand jury
testimony that he unknowingly took steroids from BALCO.

BY LANCE WILLIAMS AND
MARK FAINARU-WADA
San Francisco Chronicle

SAN FRANCISCO — Barry Bonds told a
federal grand jury that he used a clear sub-
stance and a cream supplied by the Burlin-
game laboratory now enmeshed in a sports
doping scandal, but he said he never thought
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they were sterolds, The San Fr: Chroni-
cle has learned.

Federal prosecutors charge that the Bay
Area Laboratory Co-operative, known as
BALCO, distributed undetectable steroids to
elite athletes in the form of a clear substance
that was taken orally and a cream that was
rubbed onto the body.

Bonds testified lhal he had received and
used clear and cream subslances from his
personal s r, Greg Anderson,
during lhe 2003 baseball season but was told
they were the nutritional supplement flax-
seed oil and a rubbing balm for arthritis, ac-
cording to a transcript of his testimony re-
viewed by The Chronicle.

Federal prosecutors confronted Bonds dur-
ing his testimony on Dec. 4, 2003, with docu-
ments indicating he had used steroids and
human growth hormone during a three-year
assault on baseball’s home run record, but the
Giants star denied the allegations.

During the three-hour proceeding, two

Bonds with
that allegedly detailed his use of a long list of
drugs: human growth hormone, Depo-Test-
osterone, undetectable steroids_known_as
“the cream” and “the clear,” insulin and Clo-
mid, a drug for female infertility

government was the source of the leak, insist-
ing it had been out to get Bonds from the be-
ginning.

“My view has always been this case has
been the U.S. vs. Bonds, and I think the govern-
ment has moved in certain ways in a concerted
effort to indict my client,” Rains said. “And I
think their failure to indict him has resulted in
their attempts to smear him publicly.”

Attorney Anna Ling, who along with J.
Tony Serra represents Anderson, said a court
order precluded her from commenting on
grand jury testimony.

According to the transcript, two prosecu-
tors queried Bonds closely about the docu-
‘ments, at times going over them line by line.

But Bonds said he had no knowledge of the
doping calendars and other records that indi-
cated he had used banned drugs. He said he
had never paid Anderson for steroids and had
never knowingly used them.

he said he was confident that his train-
er hadn't slipped him banned dmgb without
his knowledge, saying Anderson “wouldn’t
jeopardize our friendship” by doing that.

Bonds testified he had never discussed ste-
roids with his trainer.

used to enhance the effect of testosterone.

The documents, many with Bonds' name on
them, are dated from 2001 through 2003.
They include a laboratory test result that
could reflect steroid use and what appeared
to be schedules of drug use with billing infor-
mation, prosecutors told the grand jury.

In a September 2003 raid on Anderson’s
Burlingame home, federal investigators
seized documents they said showed Bonds
was using banned drugs, according to court
records. Anderson was indicted in February
on charges of money laundering and conspira-
cy to distribute steroids in the BALCO case.

Bonds’ attorney, Michael Rains, said he
‘was upset, though not entirely surprised, his
client’s secret testimony had been revealed.

He said he had no proof but suspected the

o the the Bonds
said he was usmg sounded like “the cream”
and “the clear,” two steroids designed to be
undetectable in laboratory testing that Victor
Conte, founder of BALCO, is accused of mar-
keting to elite athletes.

Bonds said that as far as he knew, Ander-
son had given him only legal products to treat
the arthritis and fatigue that afflicted him, es-
pecially when playing a day game after a
night game. The trainer brought the products
mlo the Giants” clubhou@e at Pac Bell Park

“once a homestand,” Bonds said, and that’s
where he used them.

“I never asked Greg" about what the prod-
ucts contained, Bonds testified. “When he
said it was flaxseed oil, 1just said, ‘Whatever.”

SEE BONDS ON PAGE 31
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